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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I Have collected the Speeches of Mr. Miles 
in the preſent Houſe of Commons from news- 
papers and oral tradition for two reaſons. The 
firſt is, they contain, in my opinion, many bold 
truths, eſpecially reſpecting America, which are 
of importance, and in this convenient ſorm 
they will be found more uſeful. The- other 


_ reaſon is, if that gentleman ſhould ever ſwerve 


from the great line of public duty, and declared 
attachment to the people, which he has often 
pledged himſelf to purſue through life, the 
moſt general infamy may overtake him, and 
puniſh his apoſtacy. 


The Proteſis of the Lords on the ſame ſub- 
ject with ſome of the Speeches I thought would 
be acceptable to the political reader, 


Some Notes are added, chiefly by way or il- 
luſtration, for which I am anſwerable. 


| THE EDITOR, 
London, July 9, 1777. 
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VoTEs of January 26, 1775. 


A motion was made, and the queſtion being pro- 

| poſed, . That the Chaplain to this Houſe do 
<< preach before this Houſe, at St. Margaret's, 
„Weſtminſter, upon Monday next the thir- 
tieth day of this inſtant Fanua: y, &c.” 


* 

Tu E Lord Mayor, Mr. Nies, ſaid, that. 
he was for the obſervance of the day, not in 
the uſual manner by faſting and prayer to de- 
precate the pretended wrath of heaven, but 
in a very different way from what ſome other 
gentlemen had propoſed; that it ſhould be ce- 
lebrated as a feſtival, as a day of triumph, not 
kept as a faſt; that the death of the firſt Charles, 

a determined enemy of the liberties of his 
country, who made war on his people, and 
murdered many thouſands of his innocent ſub- 
jects, an odious, hypocritical tyrant, who wa 
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in the great * Milton's words, ipſo Nerone nerentor, 
ſhould be conſidered as a ſacrifice to the public 
Juſtice of the nation, as highly approved by 
heaven, and ought to be had in ſolemn remem- 
brance as the moſt glorious deed ever done in 
this, or any country, without which we ſhould 
at this hour have had no conſtitution, degene- 
rated into the moſt abject ſlaves on the face of 
the earth, not governed by the known and equal 
laws of a limited monarchy, but ſubject to the 
imperious will of an arbitrary ſovereign, 
Vorks of Feb. 1, 1775. 
A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, 
“ That leave be given to bring in a bill for 
&* ſhortening the duration of parliaments, 


&c 3, 


The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes, ſaid, that 
the queſtion now before the houſe had been fo 
| fre- 


In another place Milton lays, Eam animi magnitu- 
dinem vobis, © cives, injecit Deus, ut devictum armis 
veſtris et dedititium regem judici9 inclyto judicare, et 
condemnatum punire, primi mortalium non dubitaretis, 
Poſt hoc facinus tam illuſtre nihil humile aut anguſtum, 
nihil non magnum atque excelſum, et cogitare et facere 
debetis. .. amore libertatis, juſtitiæ, honeſtatis, patric 
denique caritate accenſos, yrannum puniifſe, 4231 

Joannis Milteni, Angli, pro populo 
Anglicano defenſio. | 


U Sh 
frequently and ſo ably ſpoken to by the ho- 


nourable gentleman*, who made the motion, 
and that it was in general ſo perfectly well un- 
derſtood, that he ſhould trouble the houſe with 
few words on that occaſion, and that he roſe 
chiefly to return the worthy member thanks 
tor this truly patriotic endeavour, and noble 
perſeverance in a buſineſs of ſuch importance. 
He added, Frequent Parliaments, Mr. Speaker, 
are the ancient conſtitution of England, and 
the right of the people to them ariſes from the 
nature of al} delegated power, and the necet- 
ſity of a controul. If a repreſentative in the 
firſt ſeſſion of a parliament acts contrary to the 
duty of the truſt repoſed in him, is it fit that 
his conſtituents ſhould be compelled to wait till 
the end of a tedious period of ſeven years before 
they can have an opportunity of depriving him 
of a power, which he fo early abuſed?- I think 
the caſe now mentioned actually exiſts in the 
very dawn of this new parliament. Several 
gentlemen have talked of the laſt parliament in 
the terms of reproach and indignation, which 
that profligate aſſembly moſt juſtly merited. I 
fear, ſir, the preſent parliament are treading in 
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Mr. Alderman Sawbridce, Member for London. 
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the ſame ſteps, which conducted their imme- 
diate predeceſſors to the utter hatred of the na- 
tion. They feem to advance with giant ftrides 
to a like deteſtation from this age, and from alk 
poſterity. The people without doors, efpeci- 
ally in the capital, make no ſeruple to affirm 
that the majority of this houſe have even thus 
early, in one great inſtance, acted contrary to 
the plain duty, which they owe to their coun- 
try, and to the facred truſt repofed in them. 
I allude, fir, to the contempt ſhewn of the 
Petition of fo reſpectable a body as the Mer- 
chants of the city of London trading to North Ame- 
rica. U his the majority have done in defiance 
of all decency, and of the great principles of the 
conſtitution, I am ſorry to oblerve, that the 
alarm is already become general, that from this 

| early 
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+ The ſecond petition of the Merchants, Traders, 
and others of the City of London, preſented by Mr. 
Alderman Hayley, Mewber for London, to the Houſe 
of Commons, Jan. 26, 1775, ſtates, ** that by the re- 
« ſolution to which the houle hath come, reſpetivg 
„the reference of their ſaid petition, [the irt Peti- 
% tion of Jan. 23, 1775,] they are abfolntely pre- 
« cluded from the benefit of ſuch a bearing, in tapport 
« of their ſaid petition, as can alone procure them that 
ce relief, which the importance and preſent deplorable 
« ſtate of their trade require. 


E 


early abuſe of their truſt, the delegated powers, 
which the ſame men have ſo lately received 
for the ſecurity and preſervation of the rights 
of their conſtituents, will be employed through 
a courſe of the next ſeven years for their de- 
ſtruction, and that of our fellow-ſubjects in 
America, unleſs the excellent motion of the 
honourable gentleman ſhould arreſt them in 
their career. 

A new argument, ſir, in favour of the mo- 
tion in your hand ſeems at this time to ariſe 
from the nature of moſt of the Petitions com- 
plaining of undue elections, which have been 
preſented to us in this firſt ſeſſion of the parlia- 
ment. The general complaint is that of bribery 
and corruption. Short parliaments, fir, if they 
did not totally eradicate this moſt pernicious 
practice, muſt neceſſarily diminiſh the evil in 
no ſmail degree, By the frequent return of 
appeals to the people, the public money in the 
miniſter's hands would not be found always 
adequate to the crooked counſels of an inſidious 
court, nor to a determined purpoſe of regularly 
counteracting the wiſhes of a nation, The 
floodgates of the treaſury, however widely 
opened, would on ſuch repeated ogcaſions 

wages a ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely afford torrents copious and impetuous 
enough to carry away all fenfe of duty to the 
conſtitution, all regard to the laws and liberties 
of the country. If this houſe were elected for 
a * Hort term only, a commerce of corruption 
between the miniſter and the repreſentative 
could not grow up to acquire the ſtrength and 
conſiſtency, which is given by» a period of 
ſeven \years ſecurity and independency on the 


power, by which we were created, 
] beg 


tt. „ 


The Houſe of Commons was conſidered as a con- 
troul, iſſuing immediately from the people, and heedi- 
ly to be reſolved into the maſs from whence it aroſe. 

Thoughts on the cauſe of the preſent diſcontents. 
8vo edition, page 66. 


If the perſons to whom the truſt of government is 
committed hold their places for bort terms; if they 
are choſen by the unbiaſſed voices of a majority of the 
ſtate, and ſubje& to their inſtructions; liberty will be 
enjoyed in its higheſt degree, But if they are choſen 
for long terms by a part only of the ſtate; and if dur- 
ing that term they are ſubject to no controul from their 
conſtituents; the very idea of liberty will be loſt, and 
the power of chuſing repreſentatives becomes nothing 
but a power, lodged in a few, to chuſe at certain pe- 
riods, a body of maſters for themſelves and for the reſt 
of the community. 

Dr. Price's obſervations on Civil Liberty, 

fifth edition, p. 10. 
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beg the indulgence of the houſe, fir, for 
only one more ſhort obſervation. This motion 
ſtrikes me as a kind of parliamentary teſt, 
which brings every thing home to our con- 
ſciences. It cannot fail of meeting in this 
houſe the ſupport of all the true friends of the 
ancient conſtitution of England, of all, who 
mean to act honeſtly, for they run no riſque. 
They are ſure of the applauſe, and free choice 
of their conſtituents, on every freſh appeal. 
The venal and intereſted ; all, who think light- 
ly of their ties and obligations to their maſters, 
and do not hold themſelves bound to hear and 
redreſs the injuries of the nation they repre- 
ſent, but are regardleſs of the feelings + of 


the 


+ The virtue, ſpirit and efſence of a Houſe of Com- 
mons conſiſts in its being the expreſs image of the feel- 
ings of the nation [nat of 558 gent.emen met in St. 
Stepien's Chapel] 


Thoughts on the cauſe of the preſent 
Diſcontents, p. 67. 

Many in all ages, and ſometimes the whole body of 
the Commons, have refuſed to give their opinion in 
ſome caſes, till they had conſulted with thoſe that ſent 
them: the houſes have been often adjourned to give 
them time to do it; and if this were done more fre- 
quently, or that the towns, cities, and counties, had 
on lome occaſions given in/?rudtions to their deputies, 


matters 
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the people, intent only on the public plunder 
all theſe have . their terrors, and certainly not 
ill-grounded, on the firſt ſuggeſtion of an ap- 
peal to their conſtituents. From ſuch men only 
an oppoſition to this motion is to be expected. 
The repreſentatiye, who is conſcious of having 
merited well of his conſtituents, will always 
rejoice at the opportunity of applying for fre- 
quent proofs of their regard and truſt, will deſire, 
will earneſtly ſolicit, this appeal, while the man, 
who has acted contrary to the clear dictates of 
his duty, and betrayed his truſt, will naturally 
dread every ſuch occaſion, will tremble even 
at the diſtant view of the ſpirited indignation, 
with which he would be rejected. A guilty 
mind, fir, frequently braves the filent reproaches 
of a wounded conſcience, but can ſeldom bear 
up againſt that public contempt and infamy, 
which I truſt will always purſue parliamentary 
_ proſtitution, 

VoTEs 


— * 


2 
— 


matters would probably have gone better in parliament 
than they have often done. 
Algernon Sydney, 4to ed, of 1763, p. 424+ 


En) 
vͤrzs of Feb. 6. 1775. 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, ** That an humble Aare be 
„ preſented to His Majeſty, to return His 
«© Majeſty our moſt humble thanks, for having 
been gracicully pleaſed to communicate to 
this Houſe, the ſeveral papers relating to the 
e preſent ſtate of the Briti/h Co/ontes in America, 
« which, by His Majeſty's commands, have 
„ been laid before this Houſe, and from which, 
© after taking them into our moſt ſerious con- 
„ ſideration, we find, that a part of His Ma- 
« jeſty's ſubjects in the province of the Maſſa» 
* chujet's Bay have proceeded ſo far to reſiſt 
«© the authority of the ſupreme legiſiature, that 
a rebellion at this time actually exiſts with- 
in the ſaid province that we beg leave, 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, to aſſure His 
*« Majeſty, that it is our fixed reſolution, at 
« the hazard of our lives and properties, to 
** ftand by His Majeſty, againſt all rebellious 
attempts, in the maintenance of the juſt 
rights of His Nlajeſty and the T wo Houſes 


* 


« of Parliament. 


And 
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And a motion was made, and the queſtion 
put, That the ſaid reſolution be re- com- 


6 mitted,” 


The Lord Mayor, Mr. Iles, ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 


The buſineſs before the Houſe, in its full ex- 
tent reſpecting the Britiſh Colonies in America, is 
of as great importance as was ever debated in 
parliament. It comprehends al moſt every queſti- 
on relative to the common rights of mankind, 
almoſt every queſtion of policy and legiſlation. [ 
do not mean to enter into ſo vaſt, ſo well- trodden 
a field. I will confine myſelf to the immediate 
bulineſs of this day. The Addreſs now reported 
from the committee of the whole Houſe ap- 
pears to me unfounded, raſh, and ſanguinary. 
It draws the ſword unjuſtly againſt America; 
but before adminiſtration are ſuffered to plunge 
the nation into the horrers of a civil war, be- 
fore they are permitted to force Engliſhmen to 
ſheathe their ſwords in the bowels of their 
fellow-ſubjeQs, I hope this Houſe will ſeriouſly 
weigh the original ground and cauſe of this 
unhappy diſpute, and in time reflect whether 


Juflice 
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juſtice * is on our ſide, and gives a ſanction to 
the intended hoſtile proceedings. The aſſum- 
ed right of taxation without the conſent of the 
ſubject is plainly the primary cauſe of the 
preſent quarrel, Have we then, fir, any right 
to tax the Americans ? That is the great impor- 
tant queſtion. 'T he fundamental laws of hu- 
man nature, and the principles of the Engliſh 
conſtitution, are equally repugnant to the 
claim. The very idea of property excludes the 
right of another's taking any thing from me 
without my conſent, otherwiſe I cannot call it 
my own. No tenure can be ſo precarious as 
the will of another. What property have I 
in what another perſon can ſeize at his plea- 

ſure ? 


——_——_ — 


* The enquiry, whether the war with the Colonies 
is a juſt war, will be beſt determined by ftating the 
power over them, which it is the end of the war to 
maintain : And this cannot be better done, than in the 
words of an Act of Parliament, made on purpoſe to 
define it. That Act, [paſſed in 1766] it is well 
known, declares, That “ this kingdom has power, 
and of right ought to have power to make laws and 
ce ſtatutes to bind the colonies, and people of America, 
« ix all caſes whatever.” ----Dreadful power indeed 
I defy any one to expreſs ſlavery in ſtronger language. 
It is the ſame with declaring, that we have a right 
4 to do with them what we pleaſe.” 

Dr. Price's Obſervations on Civil Liberty, p. 34. 
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fure? If any part of my property is ſubject to 
the diſcretionary power of others, the whole 
may be fo likewiſe. If we can tax the Ame- 
ricans without their conſent, they have no 
property, nothing they can call their own with 
certainty, for we might by violence take the 
whole as well as the part. The words liberty 
and property, ſo dear to an Engliſhman, ſo 
pleaſing in our ears, would become a cruel 
mockery, an inſult to an American. The 
laws of ſociety are profeſſedly calculated to ſe- 
cure the property of each individual, of every 


ſubject of the ſtate, This point is no leſs 


clearly determined by the great principles of 
that happy conſtitution, under which we live. 
All ſubſidies to the crown have always been 
conſidered, and expreſsly declared, to be grants 
from the Commons of the realm, free giſts 
from the people. Their full conſent is ſtat- 
ed in the grant.“ Much has been ſaid of 

the 


— — 


The preamble of the Act paſſed in the year 1775, 
ch. 42. intitled, © An Act for granting to His Ma- 
« jeſty a certain ſum of money out of the Sinking Fund, 
cc and for applying certain monies therein mentioned 
& for the ſervice of the year 12775; and for further 
* appropriating the ſupplies granted in this ſeſſion of 
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the Palatinate of Cheſter, and the Principality of 
Wales, and the period of their taxation ; but, 
fir, there is a more remarkable caſe in point, 
which alone would determine this queſtion, 
If gentlemen will ſearch the Records in the 
Tower, and the Chapel of the Rolls, they 
will find that the town of Calais in France, 
when it belonged to the imperial crown of this 
realm, was not taxed till it ſent a repreſenta- 
tive to parliament. A Thomas Fowler actually 
ſat and voted in this Houſe as a burgeſs of the 
town of Calais. From that period, and not 
till then, was Calais taxed. The ri out of 
Chancery, and the Return in the reign of 
Edward VI. are ſtill extant. I faithfully gave 
them to the public from atteſted copies.“ 


It 


« parliament,” is in the following words, Ve, your 
« Majeſty's meft dutiſul and loyal ſubjefts, the Commons 
« of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, towards 
cc raifing the neceſſary ſupplies, which wwe have chear- 
c fully GRANTED to your Majefly in this ſeſſion of par- 
&« lament, have reſolved to give and GRANT to your 
« Majeſty the ſum herein after mentioned, &c. &c.” 


. #® Retornamentum Parliamento de Anno Regni Regis 
Edwardi Sexti primo. 
Edwardus Sextus dei gratia Angliz Franciæ & Hi- 


berniæ Rex, fidei defenſor & interea eccleſiæ Anglica- 
| ne 
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It will, I foreſee, fir, be objected, Is Ame- 
rica then to enjoy the protection of Great 
Britain, and to contribute nothing to the ſup- 
port of that parent ſtate, which has ſo long af- 
forded it ſafety and ſecurity, which has carefully 
and tenderly nurſed it to this hour of its preſent 
ſtrength and greatneſs? The Americans them- 
ſelves have given the fulleſt anſwer to this ob- 

| jection 
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nz & Hiberniæ ſupremum caput, dilectis & fidelibus 
ſubjectis deputato & conſilio ville ſuæ Caliſiæ ſalutem. 
Quia de aviſamento & aſſenſu conſilii ſui pro quibuſdam 
arduis & urgentibus negotiis, nos ſtatum & defenſio- 
nem regni noſtri Angliz & eccleſiæ Anglicanæ con- 
cernimentibus quoddam parliamentum noſtrum apud 
civitatem noſtram Weſtmonaſterienſem quarto die No- 
vembris procedentis teneri ordinavimus, & ibidem cum 
prelatis Magnatibus & preliberis dicti regni noſtri 
coſloquium tenere & tractatum, vobis Mandamus fir- 
miter iri jungentes quod immediate poſt receptionem 
hujus brevis noſtri nominari & elegi facietis unum ho- 
norabilem & diſcretum inhabitantem intra villam noſ- 
tram predictam ad aſſendendum Burgenſem pro parlia- 
mento noſtro predicto pro villa predicta & Marchiis 
ejuſdem, pro negociis in eodem parliamento agendis 
juxta formam cujuſdem aus in parliamento domini 
Henrici nuper regis Angliz octavi, nuper patris noſtri 
percariſſimi, apud Londinum predicto die Novembris 
anno regni ſui viceſimo primo & exinde per diverſa 
prorogationes uſque Weſtmonaſterium quarto die F 
bruarii anno regni ſui viceſimo ſeptimo adjornato & 
tune 


9 
jection in a manner not to be controverted, by 
their conduct through a long ſeries of years, 
and by the moſt explicit declarations. Equal- 
ly in words and aCtions, of the moſt unequi- 
vocal nature, they have demonſtrated their 


love, their ardour, their ſtrong filial piety to- 
Vor. I. C wards 


tunc edito & poſtea vis, eumque ad diftos diem & 
locum venire facietis. Ita quod idem Burgenſis ple- 
nam & ſufficĩentem poteſtatem pro ſe & communitate 
ville & Marchiarum predictarum habeat ad faciendum 
& conſentiendum iis quæ tunc ibidem de eo conßlio 
dicti regni noſtri favente Deo contigerint ordinari 
ſubter negociis antedictis. Ita quod per defectu po- 
teſtatis hujuſmodi ſcripturæ, improvidam electionem 
Burgenſis predict i dicta negocia infra non remaneant 
quovis modo, & cum electionem & nominationem illam 
ſic faceretis, illas nobis in Cancellariam noſtram diſ- 
tinte & apte ſub ſigillis veſtris ad dictos diem & locum 
debite certificetis, indilate remittentes nobis hoc breve 
una cum retornamento nominis ejuſdem Burgenſis dicto 
breyi conſuto, Teſte meipſo apud Weſtmonaſterium 
ſecundo die Auguſti anno regni noſtri primo. | 
This is a true copy of the original record remaining 


in the chapel of the Rolls, having been examined, 
HEN. Rooke, Clerk of the Rolls, 


Excellentiſſimo & metuendiſſimo domino noſtro 
Edwardo Sexto Dei gratia Angliæ Franciæ & Hiber- 
niæ Regi fidei defenſori & interea ſupremo capiti An- 
glicanæ & Hibernicz eccleſiæ. Nos veſtri humiles 

Major 
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wards the mother country. They have always 
appeared ready, not only to contribute towards 


the expences of their own government, but 
likewiſe to the wants and neceſſities of this 
ſtate, 


— — — 
—_ — 


Major Burgenſes & liberi homines communitatis Villæ 


veſtræ Caliſiæ benigniſſimo modo quo poterimus gratiæ 


veſtræ certificamus, quod virtute honorabitis brevrs 


veſtri de fammonieo* pavliamenti nuper nobis diveRi & 


deliberati cui iſtud retornamentum nimium eft annex- 
um, per aſſenſum & conſenſum totius Comitatis villæ 


veſtræ Caliſtæ predictæ & Marchiarum ejuſdem unum 


hominem' de melioribus & diſeretioribus villæ veſtrz 
Caliſiæ predictæ clegi fecimus, videlieet Thomam Fow- 
Ter ditz ville veldras gererofum ad afendendam Bur- 


4 genſem ad parliamentum veſtrum precictum ad diem & 


locum in predifto brevi veſtro fpecificatum, qui quicem 
Burgenſis plenam & ſufficientem poteſtatem pro fe & 
tota comitate ville veſtræ Caliſiæ predictæ & Marchia- 
rum ejuſdem habet ad faciendum & conſentiendum 
ziſque tunc & ibidem de Communi Conſilio veſtro Bęo 

avente contigerint ordinari, prout breve villam pre- 
dictam in ſe exigit & requirit. In quorum premiſforum 
teſtimonium nos predicti viri humiles Major Burgenſes 
& liberi homines communitatis villæ veſtræ Caliſiæ pre- 
dictæ & Marchiarum ejuſdem Sigillum Majoratatus 
Officii Vilhæ vefirz Caliſiæ predictæ preſentibus fec i- 
mus apponi. Datum viceſimo die Octobris anno regni 


gratiæ veſtræ primo. 


This is a true Copy of the original record remaining 


* the Chapel of the Rolls, having been examined. 
HEN, ROOKE, Clerk of the Rolls. 
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ſtate, although pethaps they may not be over 
fond of all the proud, expenſive trappings of 
royalty. In the two laſt wars with France 
they far exceeded the cold line of prudence. 
Wich the moſt liberal Hearts they chearfully 
gave you nearly their all, and they fought gal- 
tamly and vicoriouſly by your fide; with equal 
valour, againſt our and their enemy, the com- 
mon enemy of the liberties of Europe and 
America, the ambitious, faithieſs French, whom 
now we fear and flatter. Our Journals, fir, 
will bear witneſs to the grateful ſenſe we had 
of the important ſervices of our brethren in 
America, by the great ſums we ſhall find veted 
to be repaid them for what they expended in the 
ſpirited warlike expeditions, which-they carried 
through with equal courage and conduct. The 
feet and capture of Louiſburgh, the various 
ſucceſsful operations againſt the general foe, 
without the leaſt knowledge, much leſs parti- 
cipation, on our part, are the ſulleſt proofs of 
the warm affection of their hearts to this 
country, and of their readineſs to bear more 
than their fhare of the public expence and 
burthen. But, fir, the whole was the gift of free- 
men, our fellow · ſubjects, who feel that they are, 
C2 | who 
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who know they have a right to be, as free as 


 ourleives, What is their language even now, 


at a moment when you are planning cheir de- 
itruction, when you are branding them with 
the odious appellation of rebels? In che late 
Petition of the Congreſs to the King they de- 
clare, they are ready and willing, as they ever 
have been, when conſtitutionally required, to de- 
mon/trate their loyalty ts lu Majeſty, by exerting 


their maſt ſirenucus efferts in granting ſupplies 


and raiſing forces. -T bis is the unanimous re- 
ſolution of a Congreſi, compoſed of Deputies 
from the ſeveral colonies of New Hampſhire, 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, Rhode Ifland and Provi - 
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, 
New Jerſey, Penſylyania, the counties of New- 
caſtle, Kent, and Suſſex on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia and the two Carolinas; I have 
heard, fir, of a plan of accommodation, which 


I believe would reconcile all differences. But 


alas | ſir, it does not come from any ſervant 
of the crown. It comes from the *noble Lord, 
to 


— — — — 

* The Earl of Chatham. In the honſe of Lords 
on the zoth of May 1777 Earl Gower, Lord Prehdent 
of the Council, with that mild, winning air of mo- 


deſty 


( 


to whom this country has the moſt eſſential 
obligations, to whom it is ſo highly indebted 
for its late ſplendor and glory. The plan is to 
aſſemble another Congreſs in the ſpring, the 
parliament of Great Britain, and the depu- 
ties of the ſeveral colonies to meet together, 
jointly empowered to regulate the various 
quotas to be paid by each province to the ge- 
C 3 neral 
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deſty and meekneſs, which characteriſe the Bedford 
ſchool, declared, that * he muſt affirm, no public 
*© notice whateyer by any man, or body of men, by 
« any Afﬀembly, or Congreſs, by any printed Ameri- 
„% can newlpaper, or pamphlet, had been taken of 
„Lord Chatham's plan of reconciliation between Great 
« Britain and her Colonies, that it ſunk unme«d:ately 
ce jnto abſolute oblivion, for not even a hint was 
* thrown out on the other fide the water complaining 
e that the propoſition was rejected, or acknowiedging, 
ge that if the Bill had paſſed into a law, it would have 
te produced a reconciliation, or that it contained even 
« the outlines of a fit accommodation, or any thing to 
ce proceed upon, and therefore he was plainly right in 
„giving his vote againſt the noble Earl's propoſition, 
« and the Bill that accompanied it, two years ago.“ 
The words were taken with great exactneſs. The 
Duke of Grafton heard them, and anſwered many 
parts of Lord Gower's ſpeech; but, whether from ig- 
norance, or malice to Lord Chatham, I do not deter- 
mine, his Grace was ſilert on the plan ef reconcilia- 

noa. 
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neral treaſury of the whole empice, 1 would 
in addition to that plan prepoſe, that a regu- 
lation, fimilar to what actually takes place with 
reſpect to Scotland, be adopted as ta America. 
The proportion gf each colony might be ſet ; 
tled according the land-tax in England, at 
one, two, or more ſhillings in the pound. I 
am not deep politician enough to know what 

the 


— 


tion. To eſtabliſh the veracity of Earl Gower, I ſhall 
produce an extract of only one. public act, the Ad- 
dreſs of the General Aſſembly of Virginia, preſented 
on the 14th of June 1775, to his Excetlency the Right 
Hon. John Earl of Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, 
&c. &e. and printed in all the American Newſpapers; 


It is reprinted in Almon's American Remembrancer, 


vol. 1. p. 113. 
« There was, indeed, a pr of accommodation of- 


t fered in parliament; Which, though not entirely 
« equal to the terms we had a right to aſk, vet differ- 
« ed but in few points from what the General Con- 
ce greſs had held out, Had parliament been diſpoſed 
« ſincerely, as we are, to bring about a reconciliation, 
« re:ſonable men had hoped, that by meeting us on 
« this ground, ſomething might have been done. Lord 
& Chatham's Bill, on the report, and the terms of the 
« Congre!s on the other, would have formed a bafks 
ce for negociation ; which a ſpirit of accom: modation on 


e hoth fides, might perhaps have reconciled, It eame 


6s * recommended, too, from one whole ſucceſsful expe- 
„ ricuce 
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the proportion Thould be of each Provincez 
which will vary greatly in half a century, 
but I ſpeak of each quota being at all times 
to be regulated according to the land-tax 
of this country. The very extenſive and 
flouriſhing colonies of the Maffachuſet's Bay; 
Virginia, and South Carolina, for inſtance; 
ſhould contribute more, the ſmaller and pooret 

4 ecolonies 


6 rience in the art of government ſhouke have enſured 
©« to it ſome attention from thoſe to whom it was ren 
„ dered. He had ſhewn to the. world, that Great 


„Britain, with her colonies, united firmly under a 


« juſt and honeſt government; formed à power which 
ce might bid defiance. to the moſt potent enemies, With 
© a change of miniſters, however, a total change of 
& meaſures took place: the component parts of the 
* empire have, from that moment, been falling aſun- 
&© der; and à total annihilation of its weight, in the 
&© political ſcale of the world, ſeerus. juſtly to be oP. 
& prehended.” 

Oh! happy Privy Council of England, ide fa 
cerity and trath preſide! 

ce When Earl Gower was appointed Prefident of the 
* Council, the King, with his ꝝſual fncerety, aſſured 
* him, that he had not*had one happy I” * 
„the Duke of Bedord leit him 

Junius, vol. r. p. 172. 


Is there any one mode of thinking or acting with 
* retpect to America, which the Dube of Grafton has 
not ſucceih7ey adopted and abandoned? peg. 


z 


( 24 ) 


colonies of New Hampſhire and New Jerſey 
leſs; but, fir, I infiſt not a ſhilling can be 
taken without their confent. After this day's 
debate fhould the Addreſs now moved for be 
carried in this Houſe, I greatly fear that not 
only this wiſe plan of the noble Lord, but 
every idea of a reconciliation between this 
country and her colonies will be utterly im- 
practicable. 

The Americans, fir, have of late been 
treated, both within doors and without, in a 
manner, which marks no ſmall degree of in- 
juſtice, and even a wantonneſs of cruelty. We 
have been repeatedly told to-day, that they 


com- 
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« In America, we trace you [the Duke of Grafton Þ 
* from the firſt oppoſition to the Stamp - Act, on prin- 
« ciples of convenience, to Mr. Pitt's ſurrender of the 
« right; then forward to Lord Rockingham's ſurrender 
« of the fact; then back again to Lord Rockingham's. 
« declaration of the right; then forward to tax at · on 


with Mr. Townſhend; and, in the laſt inſtance, 
from the gentle Conway's undetermined diſeretion, 


« to blood and compulſion wich the Duke of Bed- 


„ ford.” P. 83. 


10 Was not Lord Chatham the firſt, who raiſed the 


” Duke of Grafjten to the rank and poſt cf a Miniſtes, 


« and the firſt whom he abandoned? Did he not join 


»« with Lord Rockingham, and betray him? P. 88, 
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complain of the Navigation-A&, and inſiſt on 
the repeal of it. We have authentic evidence 
to the contrary. In the reſolutions of the 
Congreſs they deſire only to be put on the foot- 
ing they were at the cloſe of the late war, 
& as to the ſyſlem of ſtatutes and regulations; 
nor among the various acts, of which they 
ſolicit the repeal, have they once mentioned 
either the Navigation, or Declaratory Aft. It 
has likewiſe been aſſerted, that they are fro- 
ward and angry enough to w! to throw off 
the ſupremacy of the *mother country. Ma- 
ny expreſs reſolutions, both of the General 
Congreſs, and the different Provincial Aſſem- 
blies, are the fulleſt evidence of the ſenſe, 
which the Americans entertain of their obe- 
dience and duty to Great Britain. They are 
too numerous to be quoted. Their ſull claim, 
as ſtated by themſelves, is ſo explicit and clear, 
that I beg leave to read it to the Houſe from 
their Petition to the King, It declares, Ve aſe 
but for peace, liberty and ſafety. Surely, fir, no re- 

queſt 


I never ſaw a froward child mended hy whipping, 
and I would not have the mother country become a 
fiepmother, Our trade with America brings in, com- 
munibus annis, two millions a year. 


Lord Cheſterfield's Letter of Dec. 25, 1265 
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queſt was ever more modeſt and reaſonable, nd 
claim better founded. It expreſsly mentions; We 
wiſh not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do we 
ſolicit a grant of any new right in our favour. Your 
royal authority over us, and our connection with 
Great Britain, we ſhall always carefully and zea- 
haufly endeavour to ſupport and maintain. What a 
contraſt, fir, does this make with the proceed- 
ings of adminiſtration at home ! They are fe- 
dulouſiy endeavouring to tear aſunder thoſe 
powerful ties, which have long and happily 
knit and bound us together. 

The Addreſs, fir, mentions the particulat 
province of the Maſſachuſſet's Bay as in a ſtate 
of actual rebellion. The other provinces are 
held out to our indignation as aiding and abct- 
ting. Many arguments have been employed 
by fome learned gentlemen among us to in- 
volve them in all the conſequences of an open, 
declared rebellion, and to obtain the fulleſt or- 
ders for our officers and troops to act againſt 
them as againſt rebels. Whether their preſent 
ſtate is that of rebelliony* or of a fit and juſt 

'reſiſt- 


_—— 
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* The oath of allegiance binds no private man to 


6 more than the law directs, and has no influence vpoh 
4 * | the 


ws. ali. i. 
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reſiſtance to unlawful acts of power, to our 
attempts to rob them of their property and liber- 
ties, as they imagine, I ſhall not declare. This 
I know, a ſucceſsful reſiſtance is a revolution, 
not a rebe/lizn, Rebellien indeed appears on the 
back of a flying enemy, but Revolution flames 
on the breaſt-plate of the vidorious warrior. 
Who can tell, fir, whether in conſequenee of 
this day's violent and mad Ad.re/s to His Ma- 
jeſty, the ſeabbard may not be thrown away 
by them as well as by us, and ſhould ſueceſs 
attend them, whether in a ſew years the in- 
dependent Americans may not celebrate the 
glorious æra of the revolution of 1775, as we 
do that of 4688 ? Phe generous efforts of our 
forefathers for freedom heaven crowned with 
ſucceſs, or their noble blood had dyed our 
ſcaffolds, like that of Scettifh traitors and re- 
bels, and the periad of our hiſtory, which 
does us the mott honour, would have been 

__ _ deemed 


the whole body of every nation: mazy princes are 
known to their ſubje Fs only by the injuries, leſſer, and 
wise biet brought wpow them :---REBELLLON+--Gh itſelf 
is neither good nor evil, more thay any other war, 
but is juſt, or unju{t, according to the cauie or man- 
ner of it, 


Algainen Sydney, p. 436, 
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deemed a rebellion againſt the lawful authority 
of the prince, not a reſiſtance authoriſed by all 
the laws of God and man, not the expulſion 
of a tyrant. 

The policy, fir, of this meaſure I can no 
more comprehend, than I can acknowledge 
the juſtice of it. Is your force adequate to the 
attempt? I am ſatisfied it is not. What are 
your armies, and how are they -to be kept up 
and recruited ? Do you recollect that the ſingle 
province of Maſlachuſet's Bay has at this mo- 
ment 30,000 men well trained and diſciplined ? 
Do you not know that they can bring near 
90,000 men into the field? They will do it, 
when every thing dear to them is at ſtake, 
when they have their liberties to defend againſt 
cruel oppreſſors and invaders. You will not 
be able to conquer and keep even that ſingle 
province. The *noble Lord with the blue 
ribband propoſes only 10,000 of our troops ta 
be there, including the four regiments now 
going from Ireland, and he acknowledges with 
great truth, that the army cannot enforce the 
late act of parliament. Why then is it ſent? 
Boſton indeed you may lay in aſhes, or it may 


be 


_ uu 2 


a Lord "NORTH, + 
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de made a ſtrong garriſon ; but the province 
will be loſt to you. Boſton will be like Gib- 
raltar. You will hold in the province of 


Maſſachuſſet's Bay, as you do in Spain, a ſin- 


gle town, while the whole country remains in 


the power and poſſeſſion of the enemy. Your 
fleets and armies may keep a few towns on the 
coaſt, for ſome time at leaft, Boſton, New- 
York, St. Auguſtine, but the vaſt continent of 
America will be irrecoverably Joſt. A few 
fortreſſes on the coaſt, and ſome ſea ports on- 
ly, will remain in your poſſeſſion. All the 
back ſettlements will be independent of you, 
and will thrive in the rapid progreſſion of your 
violences and unjuſt exaCtions on the towns. 
A new, and amazing landed intereſt will be 
created. The ancient ſtory of the Carthagi- 
nian hide will be verified. Where you tread, 
it will be kept down 3 but it will riſe the more 
in all other parts. Where your fleets and ar- 
mies are ſtationed, the poſſeſſion will be ſe- 
cured, while they continue, but all the reſt 
will be loſt, In the great ſcale of empire, 
you will decline, I fear, from the deciſion of 
this day, and the Americans will riſe to *;n4e- 
pendence, 


The Declaration of Independency by the Repre- 
cntatives 
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pendence, to power, to all the greftneſs of the 
moſt renowned ſtates, for they build en the 
ſolid baſis of ®*geners!, public liberty. 

] tremble, fir, at the almoſt certain conſe- 
quences of ſuch an Addreſs, founded in cruelty 
and mjuſtice, equally contrary to the ſound max- 
ims of true policy, and to the unerring rule of 
natural right. T he Americans will certainly de- 
fend their property and their liberties with the 
ſpirit of freetnen, with the ſpirit our anceſtors 
did, and I hope we ſhould, exert on a like 
occaſion, They will fooner declare themſelves 
indetendeni, and riſque every conſequence of 
ſuch a conteſt, than ſubmit to the galling 
yoke, which adminiſtration is preparing for 
them. An Addreſs of this ſanguinary nature 
cannot fail of driving them to deſpair. They 
will ſee that you are preparing not only to 
draw the ſword, but to burn the ſcabbard. In 
the moſt harſh manner you are declaring 
them rebels. Every idea of a reconciliation 

; TH will 
ſentatives of the United States of America in Con- 


greſs aſſembled was made on the 4th of July 1776, 
about a year and a half after this Addreſs of the Houle 
of Commons. "Pa 

In Congreſs at Philadelphia, April 16, 1776, 
Reſolved, That no la des be imported into any of the 
United Colonies, * | 
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will vaniſh. They will purſue the moſt vigo- 
Tous meaſures in their own defence. The 
whole continent of North America will be 
diſmembered from Great Britain, and the wie 
arch of the raiſed empite fall, But I hope the 
uſt vengeance of the people will overtake the 


authors of theſe pernicious counſels, and the 


Joſs of the firſt province to the empire be 
ſpeedily followed by the loſs of the heads of 
.thoſe miniſters, who adviſed theſe wicked and 
fatal meaſures. 

VorTes of Feb. 22, 1775. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion put, 
That the Reſolution of this Houſe of the 
<< 17th day of February $769, that John 
« Wilkes, Eſquire, having berr in this ſeſſion 
<< of Parliament expelled this Howſe, was, and 
<« is, incapable of being elected 4 Member to 
& ſerve in this preſent Parliament, be ex- 
* punged from the Journals of this Houſe, 


«© as being, ſubverſive of the rights of the 


« whole body of electors of this kingdom.” 
The Lord Mayor, Mr: 7ilkes, ſaid, 
Mr. Speaker, 
The motion, which I ſhall have the honour 
of ſubmitting to the Houſe, affefts, in my 
\ Opinion, 


[ 
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opinion, the very vitals of this conſtitution, 
the great primary ſources of the power of the 
people, whom we repreſent, and by whoſe 
authority only, delegated to us for a time, we 
are a part of the legiſlative body of this king- 
dom. T he proceedings of the laſt parliament, 
in the buſineſs of the Middleſex. elections, 
gave a juſt alarm to almoſt every elector in the 
nation. The fatal precedent then attempted 
to be eſtabliſhed was conſidered as a direct at- 
tack on the inalienable rights of the people. 
Many of the moſt reſpectable bodies in this 
kingdom expreſſed their abhorrence of thoſe 
arbitrary meaſures, They proceeded ſo far as 
to petition the crown for the diſſolution of 
that Parliament, as having been guilty of a 
flagrant abuſe of their truſt, Above 60,000 
of our fellow- ſubjects, freeholders of the realm, 
carried their complaints to the foot of the 
throne; a number ſurely deſerving the higheſt 
regard, at leaſt from a Miniſter, whoſe whole 
attention was not engroſſed by the 6000 
borough electors, who return a majority for 
him to this Houſe. The people, fir, were 
in a ferment, which has not yet ſubſid- 


ed, They made my cauſe their own, for 
they 


3 


. ( a . 
' they {aw all the powers of government exerted 


againſt the conſtitution, which was wounded 
through my ſides, and the envenomed ſhafts 
of a wicked adminiſtration pointed at our laws 
and liberties no leſs than at a hated individual, 
The plan was carried on for ſome years with a 
ſpirit of malevolence and rancour, which would 
have diſgraced the very worſt, but with a per- 
feverance, which would have done honour to 
the beſt, cauſe,” | do not mean, ſir, to go 


through an irkſome detail of the various perſe- 
cutions and injuries, which that perſon ſuffer- 
ed, I hope with a becoming fortitude... I hare 


forgiven them. All the great powers of the 
ſtate were at one time combined to pour their 
accumulated vengeance on me. I he two Hoſes 
of Parliament choſe me as the moſt acceptable 
victim, which could be ſacrificed at the ſhrine 
of their court idolatry, and even *impe- 
rial Tov? pointed his thunder-bolts, re with 

Ys: | D un- 


In Junius's letter to the King of Dec. 19, 1769, 
it is ſaid, © the deſtruction of one man [Mr. Wilkes] 
« has been now, for many years, the ſole object of 
$ your government, {not the hapfineſs of millions, 
whom God bad committed to his care, but the deftru.- 
tion of one man, whom he ought to bave protected as 
bis ſubject.] Jonivs, vol. 2. p. 38. 


1 
uncimrion wrati, at my devated head. I was 
ſcorched, but not conſumed. The broad ſhield 
of the law protected me. A generous public, 
and my nable friends, the freekolders of Mid- 
dleſex, the ever ſteady friends of liberty and 
their country, poured balm into my wounds. 
They are healed ſo that ſcarcely a fear re- 
mains. Rut, fir, I feel, I deeply feel the 
wounds given to. the conſtitution. They 
are ſtill bleeding, and this Hauſe only can 
heal them, as well as reſtore the conſtitution 
to its former ſtate of purity, health, and vi- 
gour. May I be permitted to point out the 
made of cure, and the ſalutary methods, which 
think you ought to apply? Before I proceed 
to the remedy, I ſhall beg the indulgence af the 
Houle to ſtate the caſe with preciſion and accu- 
racy: L hope they will forgive a dry, but candid 
and. ſhort, narrative of the principal facts, be- 
cauſe L mean to argue from them. L will give 
them as briefly as poſſible, and with all the im- 
partiality of a bye- ſtander. 

Mr. Wilkes was fir{t elected for the county 
ef Middleſex, on the 28th of March 1768. 
He was * expelled the 34 of THEY 2009 


= bt "that t Refo! ation of the Houſe of Commons, 
the 
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and the ſecond time choſen, without opnoſi- 
tion, the 1th day of the fame month, On 
| D 2 the 
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the fr ff article in the Aggregate Fundof My. Wilkes's 
crimes, which were the pretended cauſes of his cx- 
pvlfion and incapacity, is the being author of the 
Prefatary Remarks on Lord Wermaouth's execrabie 
epiſtle, relative to the fill unexpiated maſfacre in St. 
George's Fields on the 19th of May 1768, which the 


preſent Comptrotkr of His Majeſty's Houſhold, Sir 


William Meredith, thought a very good reaſon for Mr. 
Wilkes's election. In his pamphlet of“ The Queſtion 
© tated,” Sir William fays, Was I a fleeholder of 
« Middleſex, ſo far am I from thinking, that to 
© make the ſeverelt animadverſions on /uch a letter, 
« is a ground pf i:capacity, the more a man arraigns 
„ (what I take to be) ſuch unconſtitutional politions, 
« the fitter he is to be entrufled with the rights of 
« the people.” p. 29. No proſecution whatever on 
the ch-rge of that infolent, ſcandalous, and ſediticus 
libel, as the Prefatory Remarks were voted to be by 
both Foufes of Parliament, of which Mr. Wilkes avowed 
himfelF the author, has been carried on againſt him in 
any court of law. I ſhall only tranſcribe the famous libel, 
and ſome paſſages relative toit, without any obſervations. 
The Prefatory Remarks were, 
| | Dee. ro, 768. 

F ſend you the following authentic flats paper, the 
date of which, prior by more than three auc be to the 
fatal roth of May, ſhes boar long dhe herr maſacre 
ar St. George's Fields had Bron planned and determined 
upon, before it wwas carried into execution, ard Bay lang 
a bellifh projets can be brooded over by fome infernal 


Hirits wi: leut one moment's rexwr ſe, 


Ex- 


[98:3 
the day following the election was vacated, 


and he was declared by a majority of the 
Houſe 


Extract from Mr. Wilkes's Addreſs to the County of 
? Middlelex, dated from the King's Bench Priſon, 
Dec. 17, 1768. 
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I hold myſelf arcountable to you for every action of 
my life, which reſpects the hubie. I deſire to ſtand, 
or fall, by your free and unbiaſed) judgment, J with 

to be directed by your counſc} and inſtruction in all 
matters of unportahce.--+- I take the earlieſt opportu- 
nity, gentlemen, of na: ing {oO YOU the [lowing par- 

* ticulars. I cauſed to Le pr ted and publimed in the 
St. James's Chronicle cf December the och, a letter 
of the Secretary of State, [Lord Weymouth] written 
from St. James's on the 19th of April.to Mr. Juſtice 
Ponton, with ſome Pre/atory Remarks, I avow the 
publication of both. I will go furthe,, and declare, 
that I firſt, ſeveral months ago, tranimitted to the 
prels the letter of the Secretary at War [ Lord Barring» 
ton] dated May the 11th, returning thanks in the 
King's name to the uflicers and ſoldiers of the thi:d 
regiment of Guards, for ihe rank and foul murders 
carnmiths ia thele fields oa the 10th of that months 
My hand trembled, whalc I copied what I bluſz<d to 
read, and I gave it to the public in the only way, my 
prelent ſituation could admit, with the hope of pro- 
moting a parliamentuy enguiy into that bloody tranſ- 
actior, which I truſt this ſecond publication will now 
accompliſh, and becauſe I think this free nation has a 
Tight to be fully inio; med of the conduct of admini- 
ſtration in ſo im; ortant a concern, as the loſs of the 
lives of many ſuljeilss Avmniltratiov complains of 
me 
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Hauſe ixeabable of being eleded into that 
Parliament. Notwithſtanding this reſolutlon 


D 3 of 


me for hiving publi iſhed the letter of the ſecretary of 
State. J complain to the nation that ſuch a letter has 
h-en written. This is not a letter on any perſonal 
buſineſs or pleaſure. I would have ſcorned to have 
publiſhed any fuch. This letter was from a Secretary 
of State to the Chairman of the Quarter Seſſions at 
Lanbeth, and is written in characters of blood. Te 
affe s deeply the conſtitution of this country, and 
every man in our iſtand. I will at preſent leave it to 
the honeſt. indignation of every Engliſhman. I ſha! 
now only add, that if J have not given to the public 
a moſt accurate and faithful copy, I af prrdon of the 
Sceretary of State. If I have, then I will fay, that 
for the innocent blood of our countrymen {p lt in con- 
ſequence of that letter, the writer of it ought to aft 
forgiveneſs of God and his country, and pals the re- 
mainder of his life in penitence and tears, 


Extract from the Journals of Peb. 3, r769, vol. 32, 
page 175. 

Evidence was given to the Houſe, by two of their 
members in their places, that the letter printed in the 
aid newſpaper is an exact cy ui the original letter 
addrefled to, and received by Daniel Ponton, Elquire, 
Chairman of the Quarter Seſſions at Lambeth 


_—_—._ 


The Speech of Mr. Wilkes, when a priioner, at the 
Bar of the Houle of Commons, Feb. 3» 1705. | 


Mr. Speaker, > 
I acknowledge that I tranſmitted to the Preis the 


Letter of the Secretary of State, Lord Weymouth, and 
TT 


. 


of the Houſe, he was a third time, on the 16th 
of March, elected without oppoſition ; for 1 
ſup- 


— OE In 


that I wrote and publiſhed the Frau Remarks to it; 
and, fir, whenever a Secretary of State {hall dare to 
write ſo bloody a ſcroll, I will through life dare to 
write ſuch Prefatory Remarks, as well as to make my 


appeal to the nation on the occaſion. I aſk pardon, 


far, that I made uſe of tov mild and gentle expreſſions, 
when I mentioned io wicked, fo inhuman, fo cowardly 
a maſſacre, as that in St. George's Fields on the 10th 
of May. I pledge myſelf to the Houſe, that when- 
ever a day ſhall be appointed to go into this important 
inquiry, I will bring evidence here to prove the truth 
of every word L have aſſerted. I hope the Houle, fir, 
will ſend for Mr. Ponton, and examine him, whether 
ke did or did not receive that letter from the Secretary 
of State. If he anſwers in the affirmative, I am ſure, 
from the virtne of this Houſe, that they will immedi- 
ately order an impeachment again{t the Secretary to be 


carried up to the Bar of the Houſe of Peers. 


Extract from the Journals of Feb. 2, 1769. vol. 32, 


Page 1 76. , 


Reſolverl, That the Introdufton to the Copy of a 
Letter, addreſſed to Daniel Ponton, Eſquite, Cheir- 
man ef the Qarter Seflions nt Lambeth, and dated 
St. James's, the 17th of April 1708, contained in a 
eertain New ſpaper, intiiuled, “ The S+. James's Chro- 
* nicle, or the Britiſh Evening-Poſt, from Thurſday 
« December the 8th, to Saturday, December the roth, 
4 1768, printed by Henry Baldwin, at the Britannia 
« Printing-Office, No. 208, Fleet - Street, of which 
lat reduction John Wilker, Eſquire, a Member of this 

Houſe, 


y 
L 
| 
8 
» 
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_ ſuppoſe the ridiculous attempt of a + Mr. Ding- 


"ley, who had not a ſingle freeholder to pro- 
| Poſe, or vote for him, can hardly be called an 
oppoſition. That election however was de- 


'S% clave] 


* 


Houle, has now at the Bar of this Houſe confeſſe d 


himſelf to be the author and publiſher, is an inſolent, 
fcandaſons, and ſeditions libel, tending to inflame and 
ir vp che minds of His Majeſty's ſubjæcts to fruntion, 
and to a total ſubverſion of all good order and legal 
government. | | 


Extract from the 3 of Feb. 3, 1769, vol. 32, 
Page 178. 


A motion being made, and the queſtion being put, 


That Johm Wilkes, Eſquire, a Member of this Houſe, 


who hath at the Bar of this Houſe, confeſſed himſelf 
to be the author and publiſher-of what this Houte has 
reſolved to be an inſolemt, ſcandalous, and ſeditious 
libel, &c, &c, &c. pe expelied this Houſe, 

The Houſe divided. 


Lord Frederick Campbell 
Tellers for the Y ens LMr. Stevens, J 


Tellers for the Noes NNfr. Join Cavendifh, | 


2 137 
So it was $elolved in the Afarmative, 


+ This unfortunate perſon had been perſuaded by 
the Duke of Grafton to ſet up for Middleſex, his Grace 
being determined to feat him in the Houle of Com- 
mons, if be had but a ſingle vote. It happened un- 
luckily that he could not prevail e any one free - 
holder to put him i in nom nation. 

1 vol. 1. P. 60. 
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clared void the next day, On the 13th 
of April Mr. Wilkes was a fourth time elected. 
by a majocity of 1143 votes againſt Mr. Lut- 
trell, who had only 296. The ſame day this 
Houſe t voted, “ that Mr, Luttrell ought to 
have been returned” On the 29th of 
April, a Petition was preſented to the Houſe 
from the frecholders of Middleſex by a. worthy 
§ Baronet, who is not only an honour to this 
Houſe, but to human nature; notwithſtand- 
ing which the Houſe on the 8th of May re- 
ſolved, that Henry Lawes Luttrell, Eſquire, 
is duly elected a Knight of the Shize to ſerve 
Th this preſent Parliament for the county of 
«, Middleſex.” 
I beſe, fir, are the great outlines, the lead- 
ing facts. I will not trouble the Clerk to 
read all the refolutions, to which I have al- 
luded. They are freih, I am perſuaded, m 
the memories of gentlemen, I only call for 
that 


* * — 


— k a4 


Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was propoſed to pu- 
niſn the Sheriffs, declared in the Houſe of Commo 
that they, in returning Mr, Wilkes, had done no 
more than their duty. | 

1 Junius, vol. 1. p. 70. 
§ Sir George Savile, Baronet, Member for York» 
ſhire, 
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that of Feb. 17, 1769, reſpecting mcapacity as 
the certain conſequence of expulſcon. 


The Clerk read the Reſolution. ] 


Now, Sir, I think it fair to ſtate to the 
Houſe the whole of what I intend to move in 
conſequence of the facts tated, and the Reſo- 
Jution juſt read. The firſt motion | intend is, 
that the Reſolution of this Houſe of the 
„ 17th of February, 1769, that John Wilkes, 
« Efquire, having been, in this Seſſion of Parlia- 
«© ment, expelled this Houſe, was, and is, in- 
capable of being elected a member to ſerve in 
this preſent Parliament, be expunged from 
* the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubver- 
* tive of the fights of the whole body of elec- 
tors of this kingdom.” This I hold of ne- 
ceſſity to reſtore the conſtitution, which that 
Reſolution tears up by the roots, I ſhall then, 
if ! ſucceed, if juſtice and a reverence for the 
conſtitution prevail in this Parliament, pro- 
ceed to the other Motion, that all the de- 
clarations, orders, and reſolutions of this 
* Houſe, teſpecting the election of John 
Wilkes, Eſquire, for the County of Mid- 
* Gieſex, as a void election, the due and le- 
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* pal election of Henry Lawes Luttreſl, El- 
ce ſquire, into the laſt Parliament, for the 
County of Middleſex, and the incapacity of 
& John Wilkes, Eſquire, to be elected a Mem- 


ber to ſerve in the ſaid Parliament, be ex- 


* punged from the Journals of this Houſe, as 


.** being ſubverfive of the rights of the whole 


© body of electors of this kingdom.” 

The words of the Reſolution of the 17th of 
February 1769, which I mean more particu- 
larly to combat, are, wes and ts incapable,” 
and the explanation of them the fame day in 
the order for a new writ, in the room of 
© John Wilkes, Eſquire, who is adjudged in- 
capable of being elected a Member to ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament.” In the firft 
formation of this governinent, . in the original 
ſettlement of our conſtitution, the people ex- 
preſsly reſerved to themſelves a very conſider- 
able part of the legiflative power, which they 


conſented 'to ſhare jointly with a King and 


Houſe of Lords. From. the great population 
of our iſland this right could not be claimel 


| and exerciſed perſonally, and therefore the 
many were compelled to delegate that power to 


a /av, who thus were<choſen their deputies and 
agents 


ii 


agents only, their repreſentatives. It follows 
from the very idea of - @ choice, that ſuch 
choice muſt be free and uncontreuled, ad- 
mitting of us reſtrictions, but the law of the 
land, to which the King and the Lords are 


| equally {ubject, and what mult ariſe from the 


nature of the truſt, A Peer of Parliament, 
for inſtance, cannot be elected a Member of 
the Houſe of Commons, becauſe he already 
forms a part of another branch of the ſame le- 
gillative body. A lunatic has a natural inca- 
pacity. Other inſtances might be mentioned, 
but theſe two are ſufficient, The freedom of 


election is then the common right of the peo- 
ple of England, their fair and juſt ſhare of 


power ; and I hold it to be the moſt glorious 
inheritance of every ſubject of this realm, the 
noblefl, and, I truſt, the moſt Tolid part of 
that beautiful fabric, the Engliſh conſtitution. 
Here I might lean, fir, on the moſt reſpect- 
able authorities, which. can be cited, the ſu- 
preme judicature of this kingdom, and the ve- 
nerable judꝝes of former ages as well as of 


our own times. I met them accidintaly this 
morning in the courſe of my reading, as an old 


friend 
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friend® of Milles and Liberty, now alas! Toft to 
every ſenſe of duty to his country, frequently 
tells another great aſſembly, that he accidental y 
meets in this manner all his tireſome quotations. 
The Houſe of Peers, fir, in the caſe of Afhby and 
Whitein 1704 determined, “ a man has a right 
to his freehold by the common law; and the 

law 


ai —_ th —_— the. th. 8 —— 


I” * 


* The Duke of Grafton. Junius in a letter to his 
Grace of May zo, 1769, fays, you complained--+- 
* that your friend, Mr. Wilkes, who had ſuffered ſo 
* much for the party, hid been abandoned to his fate 
* ---as for Mr Wilkes, it is, perhaps, the greateft 
*© misfortune of his life, that you ſhoujd have fo ma- 
ny compentations to make in the cloſet for your 
e former friend/hip with him. Your gracious maſter 
« wmderttands.your character, and makes you a perſecu - 
tor, becaule you have been a friend.” Vol. 1. p. 7% 

Now, my Lord, let me aik you, Has it never oc- 
curred to your Grace, while you were withdrawing 
this deſperate wretch [Mac Quirk} from that juſtice 
which the laws had awarded, and which the whole 
people of England demanded: againſt him, that there 
is another man, who is the favourite of bis country, 
whoſe pardon would have heen accepted with gratitude, 

whoſe pardon would have healed allgour diviſions ? 
Have you quite forgotten that this man was once your 
Grace's friend? or is it to murderers only that you 
will extend the mercy of the crown? Vol. 1. p. 59 

Was he [the Duke of Grafton] not the bo/om friend 
of Mr. Wilkes, waom he, now purſues to deſtruc- 
tion? Vol, 1, p. 29. 
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law having annexed his right of voting to 
« his freehold, it is of the nature of his free- 
hold, and muſt depend upon it.” On the 


ſame occaſion likewiſe they declared, it is 


6 abſurd to ſay, the electors right of chuſing 
« is founded upon the law and cuſtom of par- 
de ljament., It is an original right, part of the 
e conſtitution of the kingdom, as much as a par- 
liament is, and from whence the perſons 
selected to ſerve in parliament do derive their 
authority, and can have no other but that 
© which is given to them by thoſe that have 
* the original right to chule them.“ The 
greateſt law authorities, both ancient and mo- 
cern, agree in che opinion, that every ſubject of 
the realm, not diſqualified by law, is eligible 
of common right. Lord Coke, Lord Chief 
Juſtice Holt, and * Mr. Juſtice Blackſtone, 

| | are 


* Noctor Blackſtone is Solicitor to the Que-n. The 
Doctor recollected that he had a place to preſerve, 
though he forgot that he had a reputation to loſe, We 
have now the good fortune to underſtand the Doctor's 
principles as well as writings. For the defence of 
truth, of law, of reaſon, the Doctor's book may he 
{afely conſulted 3 but whoever wiſhes to cheat a neigh- 
buur of his ettate, or to rob a country ot its rights, 

need make no lerople of conſulting the Doctor himſelf. 


Junius, vol. 1. p. 93. 
Mr 
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are the only authorities, which I ſhall cite, } 
regard not, fir, the flaviik- cont dofirines 
propagated by lawyers either howſe of 


Parliament, as to the rigs. of the fubſeR, 


no more than I do as to what they pro- 
nounce high treaſon ang rabellion. Such doc- 
trines are defiverad he only to be reported 
eſſewhere. Thefe men de their reward. But 
the venal tongue of a proſtitute advocate or 
judge, ts beſt anſwered by the wife and fober 
pen of the fame man, when in a former cool 
moment, unheated by party rage or ſation, 


after the fulleſt deliberation, he gave to the 


nation, to the preſent age, and to poſterity, a 
fair and impartial detail of their undoubted 
rights, 


* 
ah, _ as ht AM Y IP I A FS 2 oo” FF WP "OI WI — 
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Mr. Grenville quoted a paſſage. from the Doctor's 
excellent Commentaries, which directly contradicted the 
doftrine maintained by the Doctor in the Houle of 
Commons. Page 122. 

In the Commentaries, after a long enumeration of 
diſqualifieations, it is added, But ſubjeR to thele 
< reſtrictions and diſqualifications, every lubjet of 
« the realm is eligible of common right. 

Commentaries on the Laws of England. By 
William Blackftone, Eſq; Vinerian Profeffor 
of Law, and Solieitor-General to the Queen, 

440 edition priuted at Oxford in 1768. vol. 1. 


page 176. 
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rights, and when he laid down in elear and 
expreſs terms the plain law af the land. Lard 
Coke ſays, © He which is eligible of common 
60 right, Cannat be di fabled by the ſaid ordi- 
% gance in Parliament, unleſs it bad been by 
«at of Parliament. Latd Chief puſtice 
Hott declares, the election of knights be- 
t i fong to the freeholders of counties, and it 
reis an original right, veſted in and infepa- 
r rable from the freehold, and can no more be 
J e ſevered from their freehold, than their free- 
„hold ifelf can be taken away.” Mr. Juſ- 
e tice Blackſtone in the firſt Book of his Com- 
a mentaries an the Laws of England, has the fol- 
d lowing words, © fubje@ to theſe reſtrictions 
„ and difqualifications, every ſubject of the 
- © © realm is eligible of cmmen right.“ This 
8 common right of the ſubject, fir, was violated 
by the majority of the laſt Hauſe of Com- 

mons, and I affirm, that they, and in parti- 
ot WF cular, if 1 am rightly informed, the f noble 
* Lord 


* * - 


+ This is a miſtake. Lord Stanley, now Earl of 
) i Derby, declared at that time in the Houſe of Com- 
* mons, That the worthy magiſtrate the Lord Mayor, 
ly Mr. Wilkes] was miſtaken. in aſcribing to the noble 
" Lord with the blue ribband that declaration. It. was 
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| Lord with the blue ribband, committed by that 


a& high treaſon- againſt Magna Charta. This 
bouſe only, without the interference of the 


s ther parts of the legiſlature, took upon them 


to make the law. They adjudged me inca- 
pable of — elected a member to ſerve in that 
Par- 


© his father, the late Lord Strange, who made uſe of 


0 that expreſſion 


General Rey. Member for Thetford, and Vice- 
Chamberlain to the Queen, likewiſe aſſerted, That 
the magiſtrate. was alſo miſtaken in attributing his 
« expulſion to the noble Lord with the blue ribband, 
cc for it was a juſt, and the favourite, meaſure of the 
c noble Duke, his brother, who was then Miniſter.” 
The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes, replied, that what one 


brother had, perhaps with more truth than diſcretion, 


confeſſed of the other, ought to be the ſubje& ot an 
impeachment from all the Commons of England 
againſt the Duke of Grafton, on the very evidence 
of the Member, who. ſpoke laſt, and he expatiated 
on the infolence, as he termed it, of a Peer's in- 
terfering in the elections and privileges of the Com- 
mons, and of declaring who hανꝭ fit in that Houje. 
Such barefaced uſurpations on the rights of the pco- 
ple were, he ſaid, the old genuine Stuart maxims, 
which he hoped had taken their flight at the accet- 
fon of the Brunſwick line, He concluded,” that the 
Houſe ought to be alarmed at the open avowal, that 
the expulſion of one of their Members was a favou- 
rite meaſure of an arbitrary Miniſter, the Member of 
another Houſe, and predetermined in another place, that 
he could not ſuppreſs his TG; that any man 

could 
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Parliament, although T was qualified by the 
Jaw of the land, and the noble Lord declared 
in this houſe, „if any other candidate had 
only ſix votes, he would ſeat him for Mid- 
e dleſex.“ I repeat it, fir, this violence was 
a direct infringment of Magna Charta, high 
treaſon againſt the ſacred charter of our liber- 
ties, The words, to which I allude, ought 
always to be written in letters of gold. No 
« freeman ſhall be diſſeized of his freehold, or 
« liberties, or free cuſtoms, unleſs by the 
&« lawful judgment of his peers, or by-the law 
« of the land.” By the conduct of that ma- 
Jority, and of the noble Lord, they aſſumed 
to themſelves the power of making the law, 
and at the ſame moment invaded the rights of 
the people, the King, and the Lords. I be 
two laſt tamely acquieſced in the exerciſe of 4 
power, which had been in a great inftane» 
fatal to their predeceſiors, had put an end to 

Vor. _ | 2 their 


7 "4 


could entertain the idea of deriving a kind of unpated 


Family merit from a viot+tion of the laws of his coun- 


try perpetrated by a brother, and that the approbuvon 
and voluntary confeſſion of a crime committed by ante 
ther, but almoſt incapable of proof, argued u degice 
of folly moſt juſtly the object cf pity, but a total want 
of principle, which excited herrer. 
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their very exiſtenee z but the people, ſir, and 
in particular the ſpirited freeholders of this 
county, whole ruling paſſion is the love of li- 
berty, have not yet forgiven the attack on 
| their rights. 80 dangerous a precedent of 
uſurped power, which may in future times be 
cited and adopted in practice by a deſpotie mi- 
niſter of the crown, ovght to be expunged from 
the Journals of this Houſe, 

I have heard and read much of frecezents to 
juſtify the proceedings of the laſt Houſe of 
Commons. LI own, fir, I value very little the 
doctrine of t precedents. There is ſcarcely any 
new villainy under the ſun. A precedent can 
never juſtify any action in itſelf wicked, a 
robbery for inſtance on the heaths of Houn- 
flow or Bagſhot, of which there are innume. 
rable precedents. The baſeſt actions may be 
juſtified by precedents drawn from bad times 
and bad men. The ſole queſtion is, Whether 
this power is not a direct uſurpation on the 
rights of the people ? If that is proved, I. care 
not how long the uſurpation has continued, 

how 


_” 


; One precedent creates wats, They toou accu- 
mulate and conſtitute Law. What yeſterday was fact, 
to-day is doctrine. ES ' | 

Junius. Dedication to the Engliſh nation, p. 3. 
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how often practiſed. It is high time to put an 
end to it. It was the caſe of General War- 


rants, One precedent however, the moft in- 


ſiſted upon, I muſt take notice of, becauſe it 
is ſaid fully to come up to the point, but, in 
my opinion, in almoſt every part it proves the 
contrary of what it has been brought to ſup- 
port. I mean the remarkable .caſe of Mr. 
Walpole in 1711, a period, in which the 
rankeſt Tory principles were countenanced 
more than in any other of our hiſtory prior 
to 1760. The caſe, fir, has been ſo partially 
quoted, even by a Yperſon, whoſe ſole merit 

E. 2 here 


Jeremiah Dyſon, Elq; formerly Clerk of the 
Houle of Commons, Member in the preiens Parlia- 
ment for Horſham in Suſſex. 

It is well worth remarking that. the compiler of 3 
certain quarto, cafled The caſe of the laft electian fer 
the county of Middleſex confidered, has the impudlence 
to recite this very vote, in the tcllowing terms, vide 
Page 12, Reſolved, that Robert Walpole, Eiq; bay - 
« ing been that ſeſſion cf parliament expelled the 
% Houſe, was and is incapable” of being elected a 
wc member to ſerve in the preſent parliament.” There 
cannot be a ſtronger poſitive proof of the ſyeachery of 
the compiler, nor a ſtronger preſumptive proof thet he 
was convinced that the. vote, if truly recited, would 
overturn his whole argument. 

AT Junius, vol, f. p. 145. 

8 | Aker 
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here was an aſſumed accuracy, which he never 
poſſeſſed, that I ſhall defire it may be read to 
the Houſe from the Journals: 
[The Clerk read, ] 
<« Reſolved, that Robert Walpole, Eſquire, 
© having been, this ſeſſion of Parliament, com- 
ce mitted a priſoner to the Tower of London, 
« and expelled this Houſe, for an high breach 
* of truſt in the execution of his office, and noto- 
* rious corrupt ion, when Secretary at Yar, was 
« and is incapable of being elected a Member 
< to lerve in the preſent Parliament.“ | 
Now, fir, I muſt obſerve, that even that Houſe 
of Commons, at an zra ſo hoſtile to the liberties 
not only of England but of Europe, did not 
venture to adjudge Mr. Walpole incapable of 
being elected a member to ſetve in that Far- 
Jiament on) hecauſe he was expelled, but in 
the body of the Reſolution itſelf they added 
another reaſon, which would be tiifling, if 
the former was fufficient and adequate to the 
point, the high breach of truft in the execution of 
bis office, and notorious corruption, when Secre- 
| eretary 


After convicting Mr. Dyſon of giving a falſe quo- 
tation from the Journals, and heving explained the 
purpoſe, whi hi that contexplible fraud was intended to 
anſwer, &c. P. 146. 
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cretaty at ur. As truſtees for tbe nation, 
they aſſigned a public cauſe, which muſt in- 
tereſt every member of the community. In 
the caſe of Mr. Wilkes, the laſt Houſe of 
Commons declared, that John Wilkes, Ef- 
„ quire, having been, in this Seſſion of Par- 
e ljament, expelled this Houſe, was and is in- 
capable of being elected a Member to ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament.” The having 
been expelled, whether juſily or unjuſtly, is the 
cnly reaſon, which they gave to the world, I 
Hall not yet, fir, diſmiſs the caſe of Mr. Wal- 
pole. It will prove another propoſition main- 
tained by me, it will ſhew the injuſtice of the 
late Houſe of Commons in ſeating Mr, Lut- 
trel', as Repreſentative for. the County of 
Middleſex. The fact was, that the Houſe in 
Queen Anne's time having expelled Mr, Wal- 
po'e, ordered immediately the iſſuing of a new 
writ. At the ſubſequent election Mr. Wal- 
hole was again returned, A Mr. Taylor, 
who had a minority of votes, petitioned, but 
the election was vacated, Had the doctrine 
propagated by the late majority, and by the 
noble Lord with the blue ribband, been juſt 
and founded, Mr. Taylor ouzht to have been 
"SY the 
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the fitting member, the Houſe ſhould have re- 
folved that he ought to have been returned, 
and that the grofleſt injuſtice had actually been 
committed againſt him. But even that Par- 
lamevt,, whoſe memory the nation execrates, 
ſtopped ſhort in their career of iniquity, and 
did . not proceed to ſuch enormous wicked- 
neſs. It was reſerved for the preſent ra, 
when ſhame has loſt its bluſh. Mr. Luttrell 
was for ſome years permitted to fit here as 
repreſenting the County of Middleſex, al- 
though a great majority of the freeholders ab- 
horred and reprobated the idea of his repreſent- 
ing them, on every public occaſton declared it, 
and in their Petitian to this Houle gave the re- 
cord of it under their hands to all poſterity. 

Sir, when the ſtrong, unanfwerable rea- 
fons, on which any doctrine is founded, bear 
me out, I care little about precedents. I re- 
collect however another inſtanee in more au- 


ſpieious times, when @ glorious monarch de- 


fended the conſtitution, which be had re- 
ſtored. It directly meets the objection ſor 


much relied upon, that expanſion neceſſari- 


« }y implies incapatit .“ It is the laſt, which 
1 faalt deſire whe Clerk to read, I with 
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him to turn to the Journals of Feb. 20, 1698. 


[ The Clerk read, ] 

« Reſolved, that Richard Woollaſton, Eſ- 
de quire, being a Member of the Houfe of 
„Commons, and having ſince been concern- 
«ed, and ated, as a receiver of the duties 
upon houſes, as alſo upon births, marriages, 
and burials, contrary to the Act, made in the 
« fifth and ſixth years of his Majeſty's reign, 
« for granting ſeveral duties upon ſalt, beer, 
« ale, and other liquors, be expelled this 
« Houſe.” | IA 

Now, fir, I defy all the ſubtlety of the moſt 
expert court lawyer among us, all the ſo- 
phiſtry of the bar, to reconcile Mr. Woollaſ- 
ton's caſe with the favourite court tenet, 
© that expu//zon neceſſarily implies incapacity.” 
The fact is aſcertained, and indeed admit- 
ted, that a new writ did iſſue for the bo- 
rough of Whitchurch in Hampſhire, and that 
Mr, Woollaſton was re- elected, and fat in the 
ſame Parliament, Jncapacity therefore in the 
ſame Parliament does not neceſſarily follow 
expu. ſion. | | 

I am ready to admit, that where a clear 
lon! incapacity exiſts, all votes given to a 

E 4 perſon 
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perſon incapacitated are thrown away, if they 
are knowingly given to him, But, fir, I beg 
leave to aſſert, that this was not the caſe in 
the Middleſex buſineſs. Mr. Wilkes was 
qualified by the law of the land, and the free- 
holders, who perſectly underſtood the clear 
point of law, as well as their own rights, ex- 
prefsly declaied in the Petition preſented on the 
2%h of April 1759 to the Houſe, “ Your 
« Petitioners beg leave to repreſent to this 
* honourable Houſe, that the ſaid Henry 
« Lawes Luttrell had not the majority of le- 
gal votes at the ſaid election, nor did the 
** majority of the freeholders, when they voted 
for John Wilkes, Eſquire, mean thereby to 
throw away their votes, or to wave their 
right of repreſentation; nor would they, 
* by any means, have choſen to be repre- 
e ſented by the ſaid Henry Lawes Luttrell, 
28 ſquire. Your Petitioners therefore appre- 
hend he cannot fit as the repreſentative of 
& the ſaid County 1 in Parliament, without 2 
cc manifeſt infringement of the rights aud pri- 
6 vileges of the frecholders thereof.“ 


This Houſe, ſir, is created by the people, 
the cther is by the ing. What right can 
the 
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the majority have to ſay to any county, city, 
or borougb, you ſhall not have a particular 
perſon to be your repreſentative, only becauſe 
he is obnoxious to us, when he is qualified by 
law ? Every county, city, or borough has an 
equal right with all other counties, cities, and 
boroughs, to its own choice, to its own diſtinct 
deputy in the great council of the nation. Each 
is free and independent, inveſted with preciſely 
the ſame powers, 

I do not mean, fir, now to enter into the 
argument, whether it may not be fit to give 
this Houſe the power of expulſion in the fitſt 
inſtance, for very flagrant and infamous crimes, 
either committed, or of which the member 
may be convicted, ſubſequent to his election. 
1 he ſending the member back to his conſtitu- 
ents on ſuch ground might be conſidered as an 

appeal to the people. If however his conſtituents 
ſnould differ in opinion from the majority of this 
Houſe, if they ſhould think him fit to be re-elec- 
ted, he cught to be admitted, becauſe he claims 
his ſeat under the ſame authority, by which 
every member holds the privilege of fitting and 
voting here, a delegation from the people, 

The firſt appeal to the con- 
|  Rtituents 


tacir free choice. 
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ſtituents might in many caſes appear juſt and 
reaſonable. The appeal certainly lies to them, 
for they are the fountain of this power. We 
exerciſe their right. By their repreſentation only 
we are a Houſe of Parliament. They have 
the right of chuſing for themfelves, not a Ma- 
jority here for them. | 

Sir, I will veriture to affert, that the law of the 
land, by which all courts of judicature are equal- 
ly bound, is overturned by the power lately ex- 
erciſed by a Majority of a Houſe of Commons. 
The right of election by law is veſted in the 
freehold; It is not placed in you, but in other 
hands, in thoſe of the freeholders, or the con- 
ſtituents. Your predeceſſors not only robbed 
a particular county of its nobleſt privileges, 
but they changed the conſtitution of a Houſe 
of Commons. The freeholders of this county 
and the nation abhorred the proceeding, and 
poured their execrations on the treacherous 
authors. From us not only they, but the law 
and conſtitution now expect a full reparation 

of the injury, by reſcinding the Reſolution. 
This uſurpation, if acquieſced under, would be 
attended with the moſt alarming conſequences. 
If y ou can teject thoſe diſagrerable to a majority, 
and 
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and expel whom you pleaſe, the Houſe of Com- 


mons'will be /e/f-created and [elf -exifling. You ; 


may expeh till you approve, and thus in effect 
you nominate. The original idea of this 
Houſe being the repreſentative of the com- 
mons of the realm will be loſt, "The conſe- 
quences of - ſuch a principle are dangerous in 
the extreme. A more forcible engine of deſ- 
potiſm cannot be put into the hands of a Mi- 
niſter, I wiſh gentlemen would attend to the 
plain conſequences of ſuch proceedings, and 


conſider how they may be brought home to 


themſelves. A member hated, or dreaded, by 
the miniſter, is accuſed of a crime, for inſtance 
of being the author of what he thinks a libel. I 
ſelect this caſe, as being the crime the leaſt likely 
to be committed by any one gentleman of the 
preſent majority of this Houſe. No proof what- 
ever is given on oath before you, becauſe you 
cannot adminiſter an oath, except in the caſes 
provided for by act of Parliament. You determine 
the fa however, and thus the Miniſter begins 
with invading the rights of Turies. Before 
any trial, he gets the paper voted a libel, and 
the member he wiſhes expelled is voted to be 
the author, whick is - a a& this Houſe is not 

com- 


* 
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competent totry and determine. Fxpu'ffon means 
always, as itis pretended, incapacity. The mem- 
ber is accordingly adjudged incapable. He cannot 
in conſequence be re- elected, and thus is totally 
excluded from Parliament. By ſuch mahœu- 
vres a miniſter may garble a Houſe of Com- 
mons till not a fingle enemy of his own, or 
friend of his country, is left here, and the 
repreſentation of the people in a great degree 
annihilated. Corruption had not lent deſpotiſm 
wings to fly ſo high in the reign of Charles I, or 
the miniſter of that day would have been con- 
tented with expelling Hampden, and the four 
other heroes, becauſe they had immediately 
been adjudged zncapable, and thereby incapaci- 
tated from thwarting in parliament the arbitra- 
ry meaſures of a wicked court. My expulſion was 
an eaſy victory over liberty and the conſſitution. 
It went with wonderful expedition through all 
the forms of this Houſe, for it was known to be 
a meaſure previouſly adopted in the cabinet, 
whoſe members have through the *prefent reign 
| fre- 
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One of the firſt acts of the preſent reign was to 
diſmiſs Mr. Legge, becauſe he nad ſom? years before 
refuſed to yield his intuck in Hampihiss is a Scotch- 

man 


14S 


frequently dared to deliberate on the invaſion - 
of the deareſt rights of their country. . 
Upon all theſe conſiderations, ſir, in order 
to quiet the minds of the people, to reſtore 
our violated conſtitution to its original purity, 
to vindicate the injured rights of this county 
in particular, and of all the electors of this 
kingdom, and that not the leaſt trace of the 
violence and injuſtice of the laſt parliament in 
this important cauſe may diſgrace our records, 
I humbly move, that the Reſolution of this 
„ Houſe of the 17th of February 1769, that 
« Tobn 


— 
Ld 


man | Sir Simeon Stuart] recommended by Lord Bute, 
This was the reaſon publicly aſſigned by his Lordſhip. 
Junius, vol. 2. p. 35. 

The tranſaction, to which Junius alludes, is related 
at large in a to pamphlet compiled from original pa- 
pers, intituled, Some Account of the (baradter of the 
late Right Honourable Henry Bilſon Legge. 

Mr. Legge received .a verbal meſſage from Lord 
Bute by Mr. Martin [Samuel Martin, Eſq;] Dec. 12, 
1759, the purport of which was, as it ſtands upon 
Mr. Legge's paper, „that he ſhould bid adieu to the 
County of Southampton at the general election, and 
s aſſiſt as far as lay in his power, the Prince of Wales's 
now George the Third's] nommation of two mem- 
« bers" Page 16, 

Before the talons were grown, ſuch FORT, were re- 
marked, that every man of reflection dreaded the mo- 
ment of maturity. 
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cc John Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, in this 
ſeſſion of Parliament, expelled this Houſe, was, 
« and 1s, incapable of fating in the preſent Par- 
« lament, be expunged from the Journals of 
„ this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the rights 
< of the whole body of electorg of this king- 
% dom.“ 


VorTes of March 29, 1775. 


Ordered, That the order of the day for the 
ſecond reading of the Bill to incapacitate Wil- 
liam Abraham, James Anderſon junior, &c. 
&c. from voting at elections for Members to 
ſerve in Parliament; and for the preventing 
Bribery and Corruption in the election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, for the Bo- 
rough of Hindon, in the county of Wilts, be 
now read. 

Sir Cecil Wray, Member for Eaſt Retford, 
gave notice in a very ſpirited manner, that he | 
would move the Committee to infert likewiſe | 
in the Bill the names of the Bribers, the Candi- 
dates themſelves. The Lord Mayor, Mr, Willes, 
obſerved, that the puniſhment ought to extend 
farther as to all the parties, and mentioned a 
I great 


. 


great defect in the Statute Law againſt Bribery 
and Corruption; that at preſent a perſon con- 
iced of bribery and corruption was indeed in- 
capacitated from voting for a Member of Par- 
liament, but not from becoming himſelf a part 
of the legiſlative body, and actually fitting in 
that Houſe. He added, that there was at 
that time a tgentleman in a high and lucrative 
office under the Crown, beſtowed upon. him 
ſince he was perſonally convicted of bribery 
and corruption, who was admitted and ac- 
knowledged to be a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons in this very Parliament. He 
appealed tothe Miniſter himſelf, who was pre- 
ſent, for the truth of the aſſertion ; but no an- 
ſwer was given, He further remarked, that the 
mode propoſed by ſome gentlemen, of proſe- 
cuting the electors of Hinden in a court of 
law, inſtead of puniſhing them by the preſent 
Bill, would let half the guilty eſcape, even 
ſuppoſing a lawyer could be found publie- 
ſpirited enough to undertake ſo many and ex- 
penſive 


ms * 


I The perſon alluded to is ſuppoſed to be Bamber 
Gaſcoyne, Eſq; Member for Truro in Cornwall, now 
a Lord of Trade, who was profecuted to conviction 
tor brybery at a former election for Malden in Eſſex, 
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penſive cauſes, under the known circumſtance 
of the poverty of the parties, and their inabi- 
lity to pay the penalties; for, as the law now 
ſtands, any perſon guilty of bribery and corrup- 
tion, who informs againſt another equally guil- 
ty, ſaves himſelf, and acquires a perſonal indem- 
nity ; that this would certainly be the caſe of the 
venal wretches at Hindon, and conſequently 
94 of them might eſcape the puniſhment, 
which all the 188 ſo highly merited, whereas 
the mode of a Bill in Parliament dealt out equal 
and exemplary puniſhment to all the guilty, 


Vores of October 26, 1775. 


Reſolved, That an humble Adare/s be pre- 

ſented to His Majeſty, to return His Majeſty 
the thanks of this Houſe, for His moſt — 
ous Speech from the Throne. 

To aflure His Majeſty, that we have long 
lamented the condition of our unhappy feliow- 
ſubjects in America, ſeduced from their alle- 
giance by the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations, and 
the moſt wicked and inſidious pretences, &c. 
to declare, that His Majeſty's faithful Com- 


mons took a ſincere part in His Majeſty” s pa- 
ternal 
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ternal deſire, rather to reclaim, than to ſub- 
due, the moſt reftactory of His Colonies, &c. 
the rebeliious war now levied is become more 
general, &c, that we thankfully acknowledge 
the gracious conſiderations, which induced His 
Majeſty to ſend a part of His Electoral troops 
to the garriſons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, 
&c. and that we are bound in duty to return 
His Majeſty our particular thanks, for point- 
ing out to us, from the Throne, the conſti- 
tutional reſource of our well-modelled and 
well-regulated national Militia, & c. and to 
aſiure His Majeſty, that we hear with the 
higheſt ſatis faction the aſfectionate declaratiou 
of the Futler of Lis People, &, &c, &c. 


The Lord Mayor, Mr. IB Illes, ſaid, 


Nr. Speaker, 

I entirely agree with the *honourable gen- 
tleman, who ſeconded the Motion for an Ad- 
dreſs to His Majeſty, that every man ought now 
to ſpeak out, and in a moment ſo important as 


the preſent to the whole empire, I think it 


Nor. J. F ill 
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Governor Lyttelton, Member for Bewdley, now 
Lord Weſtcote, a Lord of the Treaſury, 


O 
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ill becomes the dignity and duty of Parliament 
to loſe itſelf in ſuch a fulſome, adulatory Ad- 

dreſs to the throne as that now propoſed. WS 
ought rather, fir, to approach our Sovereign 

with found and wholeſome advice, and even 
with remonſtrances againſt the conduct of his 
miniſters, who have precipitated the nation 

into an wynfd, ruinaus, feloniops and murderous 
war, I call the war with our brethren in 
America an unjaſt, feloniaus war, . becauſe the 
primary cauſe and confeſſed origin af it is, to 
attempt to take their money from them with- 
out their eonſent, contrary to the eommon 
rights of all mankind, and thaſe great funda- 
mental prineiples of the Englith conſtitution, 
for which Hampen tied. I aſſert, fir, that 
it is in conſequence a murderers war, becauſe 
it is an effort to deprive men. of their lives 
for ſtanding up. in the juſt cauſe of the defence 
of their property, and their clear rights. It 
becomes no leſs a Muꝭu war with reſpect 
to many of our fellow ſubjeQs of this iſland ; 

for every, man, either of the navy of army, 
who has been ſent hy government to America, 
and fallen a viEtim in this unnatural and un- 
juſt cantei}, has, in my opinion, been mur- 
dere! 
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dered by adminiſtration, and his blood Hes at 
their door. Such a war, I fear, fir, will draw 
down the vengeance of heaven upon this on. 
voted kingdom. 

I think this war, fir, fatal and ruins to 
our country. It abſolutely annihifares the only 
great ſource of our wealth, which we enjoyed 


*anrivailed by other nations, and deprives us of 
the fruits of the laborious induftry of near 
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The Speech of the LORD MAYOR, Mr. Mille, 
from the Huſtings at Guidhall, to the COMMON 
HALL, April 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen of the Livery, 

Tt would ill become me on this important day to 
take up much of your time. I very readily complied 
with the requeſt of ſeveral reſpectable Citizens to call 
this Common Hall, from every feeling of juſtice and 
humanity to our perſecuted brethren in America, and 
the fatal conſequences I foreſee of the violent proceed- 
ings now carrying on, which muſt fo deeply affect the 
proſperity, not only of this, the firſt conmercial city 
in the world, but likewiſe the whole kingdom. I will 
only, gentlemen, beg leave to read to you from your 
own records on this ſubject, the words of a petition 
from this Metropolis to both Houſes of Parliament, 
long before the preſent unhappy conteſt between the 
Mother Country and her American Colonies began, ſo 
long ago as the year 1739, 

* The Citizens of London are too deeply intereſted 


| de in whatever affects the trade of this nation not to ex- 
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three millions of ſubjects, which centred here. 

That commerce has already taken its flight, 

and-our American merchants are now deplor- 

ing the conſequences of a wretched policy, 

which has been purſued to their deſtruction. 

It is, fir, no leſs rumeaus with regard to the 

enormous expence of the fleets and armies ne- 

ceſſary for this nefarious undertaking, and of 
conſequence the enormous ſupplies to be raiſed, 

lo 


e preſs the vtmolt anxicty for the weifare of that only 
« ſource of our riches. The petitioners apprehend, that 
cc the trade from theie His Majeſty Kingdoms to His 
„% American 8 mes, is of the uma 2 , end 

alma the only prœitgble trade this ua tron now enjoys 

* unrivaled ag others,” 2 | 

If, Gentlemen, tlic trade to our American Co.onies 

' near forty years ago was, accordivg to the declared 

x opinion of this Me t/ polis, of ſuch importance, the 
amazing entries fol ſeveral late years made in the bocks 
of the Cuſtom-houit, which are a moſt daily before 

_ your eyes, will beit demonſtrate to what an immenſe 

maguitode it is ſince grown, and that ſuch an object 
calls for our moſt earneſt, ninwearied attention and re- 

Card. Whatever your determinations may be, you 
may be aſſured of the hearty concurrencs of yuur 

Chief Magiſtrate. 

+ In the Speech from the Throne on the ſame day His 

M jjeſty declared, among the many unavoidable ill con- 
* ſequences of this Rebellin none Feet 5m: more ſenſibly 
« ffarths extraordinary burtheh which it muſt create to 
*. my fathful ſühiebte.“ Tivs paſſage is a clear demon- 
ſiratz< 1, 


( 69. ) 
fo that we are waſting our preſent wealth, while 
we are deſtroying the ſources of all we might 
have in future. An humane mind muſt con- 
template with agony the dreadful calamities-and 
convulſions, which are the conſequence of 
every civil war, and eſpecially, a civil war of 
this magnitude and extent. 2 | 

I ſpeak, fir, as a firm friend to England wad. 
America, but ſtill more to univerſal liberty, 
and the rights of all mankind, I truſt no part 
of the ſubjects of this vaſt empire will ever 
ſubmit to be ſlaves. I am ſure the Americans 
are too high ſpirited to brook the idea, Your 
whole power, and that of your allies, if yau 
had any, even of all the German troops, of all 
E 1 .. | the 


—_ 


2 that tie Speech from t e Throne. mult. de 
conſidered as the Speech of the Miniſter, not of the 
Sovereign. The Miniſter, who controlis the finances. 
of a ſtate, would naturally dwell on the great expence 
of a rebellious war, but a good and humane King, 
who loved his people, would be more ſenſibly affected 
by the idea of the cruel effuſion of the blood, and the 
loſs of the lives, of many thouſ.nds of his ſubjects. 
En 1744, Menin eſt attaque par les Frangois. 
On dit 3 Louis XV, qu'en bruſquant une attaque qui 
coutera quelques hommes, on ſeraꝭ quatre jours plu- 
tot dans la ville.“ Eh bien,” dit le Roi, * prenons- 
* la quatre jours plus tard ; j\aime mieux perdre w 


hy: * devant une plate, qu'un ſeul de mes ſujets.“ 
Journal de Louis XV. 
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the ruffians from the north, whom you ean hire, 
cannot effect ſo wicked a purpoſe, The conduct 
of the preſent adminiſtration has already wreſt- 
ed the fceptre of America out of the hands of 
eur Sovereign, and he has now ſcarcely even a 
poſtmaſter left in that whole northern conti- 
nent. More than half the empire is alccady 
lolt, and almoſt all the reſt in confuſion and 
anarchy. The miniſtry have brought our So- 
vereign into a more diſgraceful ſituation than 
auy crowned head now living. He alone has 
already loſt, by their fatal counſels, mores terri- 
tory than the three great united powers of Ruſ- 
ſia, Auſtria, and Pruſſia have together by a wicked 
conſederacy robbe Poland of, and by equal acts 
of violence and injuſtice from adminiſtration. 
England was never engaged in a conteſt of 
ſuch importance to our moſt valuable eoncerns 
and poſſeſhons, We are ſighting for the ſub- 
jection, the ancanditional ſiel migfon, of a country 
infinitely more extended than our own, of 
which every day. increaſes the wealth, the 
natural ſtrength, the population. Shouid 
we not fucceed, it will be a Jofs never 
chaugb to be deplared, a boſom friendſhip 
| ſouted to hats and faſentment, We: ſhall be 
con- 
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conſidered as their moſt implacabie enemies, an 
*etefnal ſepatation will follow; and the gran- 
deur of the Britifly empire paſs away. Succeſs, 
final ſucceſs, ſeems to me not equivocal, not 
uncertain, but impoſſible. However we may 
differ among ourſelves, they are perfectly unit- 
ed. On this fide the Arhanrre party- rage untiap- 


pily divides us, but one fon] animates the vaſt * 


northern continent of America; the general can- 
greſ and each provincial aſſembly. An appeal 
has been made to the word, and at the cloſe: of 
the laſt eampaign what have we conquered! 
Bunker's Hil only, and with the loſs of 1200 
men. Are we to pay as dearly for the reſt of 
America? The idea of the conqueſt of that im- 
menſe continent is as romantic as unjuſt, 

The honourable *gentlemans who moved 
the Addreſs, ſays, the Americans have been 
„treated with lenity.“ Will facts juſtify 
the aſſertion? Wus your Beſten fort Bill 
a meaſure of -Jenity? Was your fiery Bill 
a meaſure of lenity? Was your Bill for 
rating away the carter of the. Maffachuſet's 
Bay a- meaſure of lenity, or even juſtice? I 
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. John Dots Acland, „Fel Member for Callinz- | 


ton in Cornwall. 
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omit your many other groſs provocations and 


inſults, by which the brave Americans have 


been driven into their preſent ſtate. He aſſerts 
that they avow a diſpoſition to be independent. 
On the contrary, fir, all the deelarations both 
of the late and the preſent congreſs, uniform» 
ly tend to this one object, of being fut on 
the ſane footins the Americans were in the 
year 1763. This has been their only demand, 
from which they have never varied, Their daily 


Prayers and petitions are for liberty, peace, and 


fſafetr. I uſe the words of the Congreſs the 
laſt year, They juſtly expect to be put on 
an equal footing with the other ſubjects of the 
empire, and are willing to come into any fair 
agreement with you in commercial concerns. 
If you confine all our trade to yourfelves, 
ſay they ; if you make a monopoly of our 
commerce ; if you ſhut all the other ports of 
the world again{t us, do not tax vs likewiſe. 
If you tax us, then give us a free trade, fuch as 
you enjoy yourſelves, Let us have equal ad- 
vantages of commerce, all other ports open to 
vs, ther we can, and will, chearfully, volunta- 
rily pay taxes, You will have a ſree will offer- 
ing given with pleaſure, not grudgingly. 

5 „„ 
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It muſt give, fir, every man who loves this 
country, the deepeſt cancern at the naming in 
the Addreſs foreign troops, Hanoverians and 
Heſſians, who are now called to interfere in 
our domeſtic quarrels, not to dwell this day 
on the illegality of the meaſure, the danger 
and Ciſgrace attending foreign mercenaries, 
The militia, indeed, are we are told to be 
now employed, and that noble inſtitution 1s 
at preſent complimented by miniſters, but. we 
know they hate the very name of a militia, 
and that meafure is adopted only becauſe the 
embodying of thoſe forces enables adminiſtra- 
tion to butcher more of our fellow- ſubjects 
in America, I 

Sir, 1 diſapprove not only the evil ſpirit of 
the whole Addre;s, but likewiſe the wretched 
2dulation of almoſt every part of it. My wiſh 
and hope therefore is, that it will be rejected 
by the Houſe, 2nd that another dutiful, yet 
decent, and manly, Addreſs will be preſented to 
the King, praying his Majeſty to ſheathe 
tne ſword, prevent the farther effuſion of the 
blood of our fellow · ſubjects, adopt ſome mode 
of negociation with the general congreſs 
in compliance with their repeated petitions, 

and 


( 74 ) 
and thereby reſtore peace and harmony to this 
diſtracted empire. 


Vorzs of November 27, 1775. 

A Motion was, and the Queſtion being pro- 
| Propoſed, ** That an humble Addreſs be 
<< preſented to his Majeſty, humbly requeſt- 
„ing, that his Majeſty would be graciouſly | 

& pleaſed to impart to this Houſe, who | 
were the original authors and adviſers to 
his Majeſty of the following meaſures, 
<« before they were propoſed in Parliament— | 

& for taxing America, without the conſont 

* of its Aſſemblies, for the purpoſe of a f 
„% Revenue, &c. &c.” | 


| Mr. I/ilkes ſaid, 

Me. Speaker, 

The Arare/s to his Majeſty, which * the 
honourable gentleman has moved this day, is 
ſo eſſentially different from all other late ad- 

dteſſes to the throne, that I own it meets with 
my hearty concurrence. I think it, ſir, of the 
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utmoſt conſequence to know the original au- 
thoss and adviſers of this unjuſt, pernicious, and 
+4. 


1 8 Fes — — — 


#* Mr. Alderman Oliver, Member for London. 


E —u—P — 
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Wh. at; 


calamitous war, which has already deluged with 
blood a part of America, and ſpread horror and 
devaſtation through that whole northern con- 
tinent. When fo many provinces of the empire 
are already loſt, and the reſt actually engaged 
in a cruel, civil war, we ought not to fit dewny 
in a criminal ſupineneſs. It beeomes out duty, 
as the grand inqueſt of: the nation, to find out 
and puniſh the delinquents, by whoſe fatal 
counſels ſuch evils have been brought upon this 
convulſed, and almoſt ruined tate We owe 
it to the people at large, and ſeveral of us have 
it in expreſs charge from our conſtituents. 

We are, I fear, fir, on the eve of an 
eternal, political ſeparation from the weſtern 
world, unleſs a very ſpeedy reconciliation 
ſhould take place. If the preſent motion hap- 
pily meets with ſucceſs, | am ſure it will do 
more towards a fſ:ncere, laſting, and hearty 
union with America, than all the eaptious 
and fallacious propoſals of adminiſtrations 
The Americans will then believe we indeed 
deſire a reconciliation. with them, and they 
wii} at length begin to have confidence in our 
caunſels, when they ſee the vengeance of Par- 
| lizment fall on the authors of our common ca- 
AF lamities. 


1 


lamities. The principles of violence and in- 
juſtice, which have hitherto prevailed, they 
will ſee, if the Houſe is really in earneſt to 
treat, yield to equity and moderation; a ne- 
gociation on fair, equal, and juſt terms, may 


enſue, and a general tranquility be re- eſta- 


bliſhed in an empire, which is now ſhaken to 
its very foundations, 


I really think, fir, this is Abel the only i 
method now left of extricating ourſelves with ; 
honour and dignity from our preſent alarming 


difficulties. You have voted fleets and armies, 


and your forces figure greatly in the papers of | 
the Secretary at War, and in the expenſive 


eſtimates on your table. But the miniſter 
knows very well they are not equal to the 
mad project of ſubjugating the vaſt continent 
of America, nor do I believe the whole 
ſtrength of this kingdom adequate to ſuch an 
attempt. After a very bloody campaign you 
have conquered only one hill of leſs than 2 
mile's circumference, for you were fuffered to 
land as friends in the only ſea-port town of any 
| conſequence w which you poſſeſs. Would the *no- 
ble 


ao 


6 Lord George Sackville Germ main, one of His Mi- 


ad 8 en Secretaries of State. (for 2 
0 rom 


„ Wn has = rd 


ENI 


ble lord, whom his Majeſty has lately raiſed to 
one of the higheſt civil offices, if he were ſent 
on a military ſervice, would he venture, even at 
the head of the whele Britiſh cavalry, to ad- 
vance ten miles into the country? He would 
not, I am perſuaded, be ſo raſh, nor do I 
think his ſpirit quite daring enough to make 
the attempt. And is any miniſter weak enough 
Ito flatter himſelf with the conqueſt of all 
North 


— .< 
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F:om the London Gazette of April 26, 1 760, 


This Court, [a General Clurt-Martial) upon the 
conſideration ct the whole matter before them, is of 
opinion, That Lord George So; &wville is guiity of hav- 
ing diſcveyed the orders of Prince Ferdinand of Brunſ- 
wick, whom he was by his Commiſſtan and Inſtruc- 
tions directed to obey, as Commander in Chief, ac- 
cording to the rules of war; and it is the further opi- 
nion of this Court, that the taid Lord George Sackville 
1% and he is hereby adjudged, urfit to ſerve His Ma- 
Je/'y ia any MILITARY capacity whatever. 


From the London Gazette, cf Nov. 11, 1775. 


His Majeſty having pleaſed to appoint the Right 
Ronourahle Lord George Sackwille Germain to be one 
ef His Majetty's Principal Secretaries of State, his 
Lord'hip was this day, by His Majeſty's command, 
ſworn one of His Majzſty's Principal Secretaries of 
din te accordingly, 
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North America ? The Americans will diſpute 
every ineh of territory with you, every nar. 
row paſs, every ſtrong defile, every Ther. 
mopylæ, every Bunker's Hill, A twain fi 
moſt unfortunate events will probably enſue, 
and the power of recruiting, perhaps ſubſift l 
ing, your weakened forces, at fuch a diſtance, 
be loſt. After an unavailing ſtruggle of a ven 
few years, when the ruined merchant and mi. 
nufaCturer beſiege your doors, you will perhap N 
think of naming ambaſſadors to the gener! 
congreſs, inſtead af the wild and expenſive jo 
and farce now in contemplation, of thirty com- 
miſſioners, with a ſalary of four thauſand pound 
each, to cry Peace, when there is no Ponce. 
Yet, fir, I think Peace abſolutely necefſar 
between Great Britain and America, and 
therefore I approve the preſent motion, 2 
holding out the olive branch. The American 
are rapidly encteaſing in population, and ir 
the knowledge of all the uſeful arts of life. Alas! 
ſir, they are not ignorant even in the faſhion- 
able art of murdering our own ſpecies. The 
late worthy governor of Penſylvania * dec}arc 


al 


— 


„Richard Penn, Eſq; was examins.u before ti: 
Houſe of Lords, Nov. 10, 1775. 


e 

at the bar of the other Houſe, that ht pro- 
vinee now grew More corn than was ſufficient 
far the fupply of its inhabitants; that they 
exported conſiderably every year; that they 
perfectly underſtood the art of making gun- 
powder, and had effected it; that they had 
eſtabliſhed ſoveral works to procure faltpetre ; 
that they had the materials and means in great 
plenty of caſting iron cannan ; that the art 
of caſting bath braſs and iron cannon, as well 
as of fabricating {mall arms, had been car- 
ried to great perfection; and that they were 
expert in ſhip-building beyond the Europeans. 
He declared likewiſe, that ſingle province had 
actually enrolled 20,000 men, in arms, embe- 
bodied, but not in pay, and had 4000 minute 
men ready on the firſt notice of any danger. 
The authentic accounts of the preparatians far 
the forming, training, and diſciplining troops 
in tha Maſſachuſets Bay and in Virginia are 
equally formidable, nor are they inconſiderable 
in the other united hrouiuce i. Every idea of ſoree 
therefore on our lids muſt appear infatuation, 
All wiſe legiſlators, fir, have calculated the 
ſtrength af a nation from the number of its 
inhabitants, the laborious, ſtrang, and active. 
The 


» 
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The population. in moſt parts of America is 
doubled in the courſe of. nineteen or twenty 
years, while that of this iſland is known ra- 
ther to have decreaſed ſince the year 1692, 
The emigrations of late from the three king. | 
doms have been amazing and alarming, Our 
own people have fled in multitudes from a || 
government, under which they ſtarved, It 
appears from the niceſt calculations, that many 
more of our fellow-ſubjects have voluntarily left 
this kingdom for America—never to return— 
than TI believe adminiſtration has hitherto ſent 
in their pay both of fleets andarmies—never to 
return—in any conſiderable proportion [I mezn 
of the force ſent. The Americans, fir, are a 
pious and religious people. With much r- 
dour and ſucceſs they follow the firſt great 
command of Heaven, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
W hile they are fervent in theſe devout exer- 
ciſes, while the men continue enterpriſing and 
healthy, the women kind and prolific, al 
your attempts to ſubdue them by force will be 
ridiculous and unavailing, will be regarded by 
them with ſcorn and abhorrence. They are 
daily ſtrengthening, and if you loſe the pre- 
ſent moment of reconciliation, to which thi 

motion 
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motion tends, you loſe all. America may 
now be reclaimed or regained, but cannot be 


ſubdued. ; | 
Gentleman,” fir, do not fo to _” con- 


ſidered the aſtoniſhing diſadvantages, under 


which we engage in this conteſt againſt the 
combined powers of America, not only from 
the diſtance and natural ſtrength of the coun- 
try, but the peculiar and fortunate circum- 
ſtances of a young, riſing empire. The can- 
greſs, fir, have not the monſtrous. load of a... 

debt of above one hundred and forty millions, 

like our Parliament, to ſtruggle with, the very 

intereſt of which would ſwallow ups all their - 

taxes; nor a numerous and hungry band of ;- 
uſeleſs placemen and penſioners to. provide for ;. .. 
nor has luxury yet eneryated their minds on 
bodies. Every ſhilling whick«they raiſe, will go 
to the man who fights the battles of his coun- 

try. They ſet out like a young heir with a 

noble landed eſtate, unincumbered with enor- :- 
mous family debts, while we appear the poor, 
old, feeble, exhauſted, - and ruined- patent; 
but exhauſted and ruined by. our own wicked= - 
neſs, prodigality, and profligae y. 5 


vor. I. G Sir, 
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Sir, I daily hear the Americans, whe glow 
with a divine zeal for liberty in all its 
branches, miſrepreſented in this Houſe, and 


the oſtenſible miniſter is diligent in propagating. 


the moſt unjuſt calumnies againſt tham. Tbe 
noble lord with the blue ribband told us, the 

liberty of the preſs was loft throughout Ame- 
rica.. The noble lord deceives us in this, as 
in many other. things. From experience we 
know that his intelligence can never be relied 
upon. The liberty of the preſs, the bul- 
wark of all our liberties, is loſt only in Boſ- 
ton, for bis lorcſhip's miniſterial troops govern 
there only, T be preſs is free at Water- Town, 
but feven mites diſtant from Hoſton, at Phila- 
delphia, Newport, Williamſburgh, and in the 
reſt of North America. Iwill give the Houſe 
the demonſtration. General Gage's foolifh 
and contemptible proclamation againk Samuel 
Adams and Jabs Hancock, to worthy gen- 
tlemen, and, I dare to add, true patcints, even 
that pruelamation, declaring them rebels and 
traitors, while the generals. Waſhington, Put- 
nam and Lee, with all the nayal commanders 
in arms, were unnoticed by hun, appeats re- 
printed in all the American papers. His let- 


ders 
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ters Tilkewiſe to Governor Turnbull and others, 


inert conduct, as neceſſary for the protechion of 
the arn Aube provevtivn of ant army and of an 
army, which we were taught to believe would 

look al oppoſition into ſubjection, awe the 
factious, and give ſecurity to the well affected, 
theſe letters too were all faithſully copied. I 
believe all the curious, futile orders he has 
iſſued, all his unmeaning declarations and pro- 
clamations, will be found as exa@ in the Pen- 
ſylvania, Water- Town, and other American . 
news-papers, as in the Gazette, publiftied by 
his authority at Boſton, which im other re(- 


pets is as partial and fal ſe as that of the Ame- 


rican Secretary publiſhed by authority in this 
capital. | | 

The *Fonourable gentleman, fir, who ſpoke 
laſt, fays, the *preſent addreſs is trifling, for 
© we already know the author and adviſer of all 
the late meaſures againſt America'; thatthe 
© noble lord with the Blue ribband will avow 
« them, and has done it.“ I wiſh to hear ſuch 
7 declaration. Will the noble lord avow him- 
T7 | E 2 | felf 
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Anthony Storer, Eſq; Member for Carliſle, 
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in which he moft her6ically apologized for his 
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ſelf the adviſer of only one of the late flagi- 
tious meaſures, that of eſtabliſhing Popery and 
deſpotic power in Canada? The father of that 
monſtrous. birth I thought had prudently hi- 


therto choſen to remain -concealed. He like- 


wiſe tells us, the motion now before us is 
coupled with nothing, and leads to nothing.“ 
I will tell him what it ought to lead to, what it 
ought to be coupled with, I mean an impeachment, 

fir, which I truſt will follow, as the next mo- 
tion of the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke 


_ firſt in this debate, Whoever did adviſe the 


meaſures lately purſued, which have loſt half 
our empire, I conſider as a criminal of fo 
deep a dye, that his head would be a Juſt ſa- 
crifice to the honour of England and the peace 
of America. The word tmpeachn.ent, J hope, 
will always ſtrike terror to the ear and heart of 
a wicked and arbitrary miniſter, and that the 
nobleſt and moſt important prerogative of this 
free people, ſecured. to us by our great deliverer, 
king William III, in the **A& for the further 
2. limitation of the crown, and better ſecur- 
*< ing the rights and liberties of the ſubject,“ | 
will ſhortly have its full effect, “that no par- 
don under the _ ſeal of es” be 
"TA 


0-7 


© pleadable to an impeachment by the Comp 
% mons in Parliament.“ 


Vorks of March 21, 1776. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion was 
put, “ That leave be given to bring in a 
„Bill, for a juſt and equal Repreſentation 
of the People of England in Parliament.“ 


Mr. IVilkes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 

All wiſe governments, and well- regulated 
ſtates, have been particularly careful to mark 
and correct the various abuſes, which a con- 
ſiderable length of time almoſt neceſſarily 
creates, Among theſe, one of the moſt ſtri- 
king and important in our country is, the 
preſent unfair and inadequate ſtate of the re- 
preſentation of the people of England in Par- 
liament. It is now become fo partial and un- 
equal from the lapſe of time, that I believe 
almoſt every gentleman in the Houſe will agree 
with me in the neceſſity of its being taken into 
our moſt ſerious conſideration, and of our en- 
deavouring to find a remedy for this great and 
growing evil. a 


62 I wiſh 
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E with, fr, my fleuder abilities were equal 
to a thorough inreſtigation of this momentous 
buſineſs. Very diligent and well- meant en- 
deavours have not been wanting to trace it 
from the firſt origin. The moſt natural and 
perfect idea of a free government is, in my 
mind, that of the people themſolves aſſembling 
to determine by what laws they chuſe to be 
governed, and to eſtabliſn the regulations they 

think neceſſary for the protection of their pro- 
perty and liberty againſt all violence and fraud. 
Every member of ſuch a community would 
ſuhmit with alacrity to the obſervance of what 
had been enacted by himſelf, and aſüſt with 
ſpirit in giving efficacy and vigour to laws and 
ordinances, which derived all their authority 
from his own approbation and concurrence, 
i | In ſmall inconfiderable ſtates, this mode of le- 
iv] giſlation has been happily followed, both in 
1 ancient and modern times, T be extent and 
populouſneſs of a great empire ſeems ſcarcely 
to admit it without confuſion or tumult; and 
thereſore our anceſtors, more wiſe in this 
than the ancient Romans, adopted the repre- 
ſentation of the many by a few, as anſwering 
more fully the true ends of government. Rome 
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was enſlaved from inattention to this very cir- 
cumſtance, and by one other fatal act, which 
ought to be a ſtrong warning to the people, 
even againſt their own repreſentatives, the 
leaving power too long in the hands of the 
ſame perſons, by which the armies of the re- 
public became the -armies of Sylla, Pompey, 
and Cæſar. When all the burghers of italy 
obtained the freedom of Rome, and voted in 
public aſſemblies, their multitudes rendered 
the diſtinction of the citizen of Rome and the 
alien impoſſible. Their aſftemblies and delibe- 
rations became diforderly and tumultuous. Un- 
principled and ambitious men found out the 
ſecret of turning them to the ruin of the Ro- 
man liberty and common-wealth. Among 
us this evil is avoided by repreſentation, and 
yet the juſtice of the principle is preſerved. 
Every Engliſhman is ſuppoſed to be preſent in 
Parliament, either in perſon, or by a deputy 
choſen by himſelf, and therefore the reſolution 
of - Partiament is taken to be the refolution of 
every individual, and to give to the public the 
conſent and approbation of ** free agent of 
' the community. 
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According to the firſt formation of this ex- 
cellent conſtitution, fo long and fo juſtly our 
greateſt boaſt and beſt inheritance, we find 
that the people thus took eare no laws ſhould 
be enacted, no taxes Jevied, but by their con- 


ſent, expreſſed by their repreſentatives in the 


great council of the nation. The mode of re- 
preſentation in antient times being tolerably 
adequate and proportionate, the ſenſe of the 
people was known by that of Parliament, 
their ſhare of power in the legiſlature being pre- 
ſerved, and founded in equal juſtice, At preſent 
it is become inlufficient, partial, and vnjuſt 
From ſo pleaſing a view as that of the equal 
power, which our anceſtors had, with great 
wiſdom and care, modelled for the commons 


of this realm, the preſent ſcene gives us not 


very venerable-ruins of that majeſtic and beau- 
tiful fabric, the Engliſh conſtitution. As the 
whole ſecms in difurder and confuſton, all the 
former union and harmony of the parts are lofi 
or deſtroyed. Ir appears, fir, from the writs 
remaining in the King's remembrancer's office 
in the exchequer, that no leſs than 22 towns 
ſent members to the Parliament in the 23d, 
25th, and 26th, of Edward I. which have 


long 
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Jong ceaſed to be repreſented. The namer 
of ſome of them are ſcarcely known to 
us, ſuch as thoſe of Canebrig and Bamburg 
in Northumberland, Perſhore and Brem in 
Worceſterſhire, Jarvall and Tykhull in York» 
ſhire, What a happy fate, fir, has attended 


the boroughs of Gatton and Old Sarum, of 


which, although ipſæ peritre ruinæ, the names 
are familiar to us, the clerk regularly calls 
them over, and four reſpectable gentlemen re- 
preſent their departed greatneſs, as the knights 
at a coronation repreſent Aquitaine and Nor- 
mandy? The little town of Banbury, petite 
ville, grand renom, as Rabelais ſays of Chinon, 
has, I believe, only 17 electors, yet gives us, 
in its repreſentative, *what is of the utmoſt im- 
portance to the majority here, a firſt Lord of 
the treaſury, and a Chancellor of the exche+ 
quer. Its influence and weight on a diviſion, 
| have often ſeen overpower the united force 
of the members for London, Briſtol, and ſe- 
veral of the moſt populous counties, Eaſt- 
Grinſtead too, I think, has only about. 30 
electors, yet gives a ſeat among us to that 


brave, heroic lord at the Rage of a you civii 
oe 
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department, now very military, who has fully 
determined + ts conguer Ametrica=—but not is 
Germany. It is not, fir, my purpoſe to weary 
the patience of the Houſe by the reſearches of 
an antiquarian into the ancient ſtate of our re- 


preſentation, and its variations at different pe- 


riods, I ſhall only remark ſhortly on what 


paſſed in the reign of Henry VI. and ſome of 


his ſucceſſors. In that reign, Sir John For. 
teſcue, bis chancellor, obferved that the Houſe 
of Commons conſiſted of more than 300 chin 
men; various alterations were made dy ſue- 
ceeding Kings till James II. No chapge has 
happened ſince that period. Great abuſes, 


it muſt be owned, contrary to the primary 
ideas of the Engliſh conftitution, were com- 


mitted by our former princes, in giving the 
right of repreſentation to ſeveral paltry bo- 
roughs, becauſe the places were poor, and de- 
pendent on them, or on a favourite ober- 
grown peer. The land-marks' of the conſti- 
tution have often been removed. The marked 
cl for Cornwall, which fingle __ 
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+ This ſeems to allude to the celebrated Expreſſion 


of Mr. Pitt in the Houſe of Commons, that be bad cans 
— , America in Germany. 
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{ill fends, within one, as many members 28 


the whole kingdom of Seotland, is ſtriking. 


Jt aroſe from yielding to the crown in tin 
and lands a larger hereditary revenue than any 
other Engliſh county, as well as from the 
duchy being in the crown, and giving an 
amazing command and influence. By ſuch 
abuſes of our princes the conſlitution was 
wounded in its moſt vital part. Henry VIII. 
reſtored two members, Edward VI. twenty, 
Queen Mary four, Queen .Flizabeth twelve, 
James I, faxteen, Charles I. eighteen, in all 
ſeventy-two. The alterations by creation in 
the ſame period were more conſiderable, for 
Henry VIII. created thirty-three, Edward VI. 
twenty-eight, Queen Mary ſeventeen, Queen 
Elizabeth forty-eight, James I. eleven; in all 
137. Charles IJ. made no new ereation of 
this kind. Charles Il. added two for the 
county, and two for the city of Durham, and 
two for Newark on Trent. This Houſe is 
at this hour compoſed of the ſame repreſenta - 
tion it was at his demiſe, notwithſtanding the 
many and important changes, which have ſince 
happened. It becomes us therefore to enquire, 
whether the fenſe of Parliament can be now, 

on 
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on ſolid grounds, from the preſent repreſents. 
tion ſaid to be the ſenſe of the natidn, a9 in 
the time of our forefathers, I am ſatisfied, 
ſir, the ſentiments of the people cannot be 
juſtly known at this time from the reſolutions 
of a Parliament, compoſed as the preſent is, 
even though no undue influence was practiſed 
after the return of the members to the Houſe, 
even ſuppoſing for a moment the influence of 
all the baneful arts of corruption to be 
ſuſpended, which, for a moment, I believe, 
they have not been, under the preſent profligate 
adminiſtration. Let us examine, fir, with ex- 
actneſs and candour, if the + repreſentation i3 
fair and perfect, let us conſider of what the effi- 
cient parts of this Houſe are compoſed, and what 

"proportion 


— — 


+ The repreſentation muſt be complete. No ſtate, 
a part of which only is repreſented in the legiſlature 
that governs it, is /e/f governed. Had Scotland no re- 
preſentatives in the Parliament of Britain, it would 
not be free; nor would it be proper to call Britain 
free, though, Exgland, its other part, were adequately 
repreſented. The like is true, in general, of every 
country ſubje& to a legiſlature in which ſome of its 
parts, or ſome claſſes of men in it, are * 
and others not, . 


Dr. Price's Additional 8 on Civil 
Lib) ly, page 6, 
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proportion they bear on the large ſcale, to the 


body of the people of England, who are ſup-- 


poſed to be repreſented. 


The ſouthern part of this iſland, to which I 


now confine my ideas, conſiſts of about five 


millions of people, according to the moſt re- 


ceived calculation, I will ftate by what num-- 


bers the majority of this Houſe is elected, and 
1 ſuppoſe the largeſt number preſent of any re- 


corded in our journals, which was in the fa- 


In that year the three 


largeſt diviſions appear on-our journals, The. 


firſt is that of the 21ſt of January, when the 


nurabers were 253 to 250; the ſecond on the. 
28th of the ſame month, 235 to 235 ; the. 


third on the gth of March, 244 to 242. In 


theſe diviſions the members for Scotland are 


included; but I will ſtate my calculations only 


for England, becauſe it gives the argument 


more force. The diviſion therefore, I adopt, 
> that of January 21. The number of mem- 
bers preſent on that day, were 50g. 
however ſuppoſe the number of 254 to be the 
majority of members, who will. ever be able to 


attend in their places. I ſtate it high, from 
the accidents of ſicknels, ſervice in foreign... : 


parts, 


Let me 
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parts, travelling and aeceſlary avocations, From 
the majority of electors only in the boroughs, 
which return members to this Houſe, it has 
been demonſtrated that this number of 24; 
members is elected by no more than 5723 per- 
ſons, generally the inhabitants of Cotniſh, and 
other very inſignificant boroughs, pethaps by not 
the moſt reſpectable part of the community. Is 
our Sovereign then to learn the ſenſe of his 
whole people from theſe few perſons ? Are theſe 
the men to give laws to this vaſt empire, and to 
tax this wealthy nation ? I do not mention all 
the tedious calculations, becauſe gentlemen 
may find them at length in the works of the 
incomparable Dr. Price, in Poſtlethwaite, and 
in Burgh's Political diſquiſitions. Figures af- 
ford the cleareſt demonſtration, incapable of 
cavil or fophiſtry, Since Burgh's calculations 


only one alteratien has happened. I allude 


to the borough of Shoreham in Suſfex. By 
the act of 177, al the freeholders of forty 
ſhillings per annum in the neighbouring raps 
or hundred of Brambes are admitted ie vote 
for that borough ; but many of the old electr. 
were disſranchiſed. It appears Hkewiſe, that 
56 of aur members ave eledted by only 304 


perſons, 
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perſons. Lord chanceHor Talbot ſuppoſed 
that the majority of this Houſe was elected by 
50, ooo perſons, - and he exclaimed againft 
the injuſtice. of that idea, More accurate cal- 
culations than his Lordſhip's, and the unerring 
rules of political arithmetic, have ſhewn the 
injuſtice to be vaſtly es what his * 
ſhip even ſuſpetted. | 

When we conſider, fir, that the moſt im- 
portant powers of this houſe, the levying 


| taxes on, and enacting laws for, five millions 


of perſons, ' is thus ufurped and unconſtitu- 
tionally exerciſed by the ſmaH} number I have 
mentioned, it becomes our duty to reſtore to 
the people their clear rights, their” original 
ſhare in the legiſſature. The ancient reprefen- 
tation of this kingdom we find was found- 
ed by our anceſtors in juſtice, wiſdom, and 
equality. The prefent ſtate of it would be con- 
tinued by us in folly, obſtinacy, and injuftice. 

This evil hay been - complained of by 
fome of he wiſet patriots our country hay 
produced. Lat beg leave te give that 
cloſe reaſonen, Mp; Locke's ideas in his own 
words. Ne ſays, id the treatiſe on*civi? go- 
vernmeire, “ Fhintz not always ' changing 
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de equally, and private intereſt often keeping up 
«cuſtoms and privileges, when the reaſons of 
ce them are ceaſed, it often comes to paſs, that 
ein governments, where part of the legiſlative 
<« conſiſts of repreſentatives choſen by the peo- 
&« ple, that in tract of time this repreſentation 
<< becomes very unequal and diſproportionate to 
ce the reaſons it was at firſt eſtabliſhed upon, 
« To what groſs abſurdities, the following of 
« a cuſtom, when reaſon has left it, may lead, 
« we may be ſatisfied, when we ſee the bare 
<< name of a town, of which there remains not 
« ſo much as the ruins, where ſcarce ſo much 
<« houſing as a ſheep-cote, or more inhabitants 
<« than a ſhepherd is to be found, ſends as many 
<< repreſentatives to the grand aſſembly of law- 
„makers, as a whole county, numerous in peo- 
ple, and powerful in riches. This ſtrangers 
C ſtand amazed at, and every one muſt confels 
needs a remedy.” After fo great an autho- 
rity as that of Mr. Locke, I ſhall not be 
treated on this occaſion as a mere viſionary; 
and the propriety of the motion I ſhall have 
the honour of - ſubmitting to the houſe, will 
ſcarcely be diſputed. Even the members for 
ſuch . as 9 Sarum, and Gatton, who 
I may 


— 
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I may venture. to ſay at preſent fant nomixis 


umbræ, will, I am perfuaded, have too much 
candour to complain. of. the right of their few 
conſtituents, if indeed they have conſtituents, 
if they are not ſelf-created, ſelf. elected, ſeli- 


exiſtent, of this pretended right being trans- 
ferred to the county, while the rich and popu- 


lous manufacturing towns of Birmingham, 


Mancheſter, Leeds, Sheffield, and others, 


may have at leaſt an cquitable ſhare in'the for- 


mation of thoſe laws by which they are go- 


verned. My idea, ſir, in this caſe, as to the 


. wretched and depopulated towns and boroughs 
in general, I freely own, is amputation, I ſay 
with Horace, [nutifes ramos amfutans, ſeitciores 


inſer it. 
This is not, ſir, the firſt attempt of the 
kind to correCt, although in an incouſicerable 


3 2 
degree, this growing evil. Proceedings of a 


- 


ſimilar nature were had among us above a cen- 
tury paſt, The clerk will read from our jour- 
nals what paſſed on the 26th of March, 1668, 


on a bill to enable the county palatine of Nur- 


ham to ſend two knights for the county, and 
two citizens for the city of Durham. [The 
derk reads.) In a book of authority, Anchitell 

Vol. I. H Grey's 
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Grey's debates, we have a more particular ac- 
count of what paſſed in the houſe on that oc- 
caſion. He ſays, that “ Sir Thomas Meres 
„moved, that the ſhires may havean increaſe 
* of knights, and that ſome of the ſmall bo- 
s roughs, where there are but few electors, may 
<« be taken away, and a bill for that purpoſe.” 
We find afterwards, *on a diviſion, the bill was 
«rejected, 65 to 50.“ This diviſion, however, al- 
ludes only to the bill then before the houſe, re- 
ſpecting the county and city of Durham. I defire 
to add the few remarkable words of Sir Thomas 
Strickland in this debate, becauſe I have not 
ſeen them quoted on the late important Ame- 
rican queſtions, ** The county palatine of Dur- 
ham was never taxed in Parliament by ancient 
privilege before King James's time, and ſo neeced 
no repreſentatives, but now being taxed, it is but 
reajonabie they ſhould have.” Such ſentiments, 
fir, were promulgated in this houſe even ſo 
long ago as the reign of Charles IT. 

I am aware, fir, that the power, de jure, of 
the legiſlature to disfranchiſe a number of bo- 
| roughs, 
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* Junius in a letter to Mr. Wilkes dated Sept. 7, 


1771, and printed at the ent of his ſecond volume ſays 
; « As 
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yonghs, upon the general grounds of impro- 
ving the conftitution, has been doubted ; and 
gentlemen will aſk, whether a power is lodged 
in the repreſentative to deſtroy his immediate 

0 2 con- 
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©« As to cutting away the rotten boroughs, I am as 
« much offended as any man at ſeeing ſo many of 
© them under the direct influence of the crown, or at 
ce the diſpoſal of private perſons. Yet, I own, I 
« have both doubts and apprehenſions, in regard to 
te the remedy you propote. I {hal} be charged perhaps 
«© with an unuſual want of political intrepidity, when 
6 honeſtly confels to you, that I am flartled at the idea 
© of 10 extenſive an amputation. ---In the brit place, 
« I queſtion the power, de jure, of the legiſlature to 
« disfranchiſe a number of boroughs, upon the gene- 
* ral ground of improving the conſtitution, There 
“cannot be a dogrine more fatal to the liberty and 
© property we are contending for, than that, which 
© confounds the idea of a ſupreme and arbitrary le- 
% giflature. I need not point out to you the fatal 
% purpoles, to which it has been, and may be applied. 
« If we are ſincere in the political creed we profels, 
© there are many things, which we ought to afhrm, ' 
© cannot be done by King, Lords and Commons, 
« Among theſe I reckon the disfranchiling of bo- 
e roughs with a general view of improvement. I con- 
* fider it as equivalent to robbing the parties concern- 
«ed of their freehold, of their birth-right. I ſay 
* that, although this birth-right may he forfeited, or 
« the exerciſe of it ſuſpendcd in particular caſes, it 
* cannot be taken away, by a general law, fur any 
© real or pretended purpoſe of improving the conſtitu- 
«© t1c22, 
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conſtituent? Such a queſtion is beſt anſwered by, 


another. How originated the right, and upon 


| what ground was it at firſt granted? Old Sarum 


and Gattòn, for inſtance, were populous towns, 
| and 


* 


3 


« tion. Suppoſing the attempt made, I am perſuaded 
te you cannot mean that either King, or Lords ſhould 
© take an active part in it. A bill, which only 
te touches the repreſentation of the people, mutt ori- 
«& ginate in the houſe of commons. In the formation 
te and mode of paſſing it, the excluſive right of the 
© commons mutt be aſſerted as ſerupulouſiy, as in the 
te caſe of a money-hill. Now, fir, I ſhould be glad 
& to know by what kind of neaſoning it can he proved, 


that there is a power veſted in the repreientative to 


& dcltroy his immediate conflitnent. From whence 
* could he poſſibly derive it? A courtier, I know 
6 will be ready to maintain the affirmative The doc- 
ce trine ſuits him ex«&ly, becouſe it gives an unlimit- 
* ed operation to the influence ef the crown. But we, 
„ Mr. Wilkes, ought to hold a different language. I: 
„is no anſwer to me to ſay, that the bill, when it 
& paſſes the houſe of commons, is the aft of the ma- 
jority, and not the repreſentatives of the particular 
* boroughs concerned. If the majority can distranchiſe 
ten boroughs, why not twenty, why not the whole. 
kingdom? Why ſhould not they make their own 
e {2ats in parliament for life ?--- When the leptennial 
e act pr ſſed, the legiſlature did what, apparently and 


6 palpably, they had no right to do; but they did 


 inore than people in general were aware of: they, 


iu effect, disfranchiled the whole kingdom for four 
ff years, | 


& Far 


Y 


K 


and therefore the right of repreſentation was fir(t . 


given them. They are now deſolate, and 
of conſequence ought not to retain a privilege, 


which they acquired only by their extent and 

populouſneſs. We ought in every thing, as 
far as we can; to make the theory and prar- l 
tice of the conſtitution coincide, The ſu- 


preme legiſlative body of a ſtate muſt ſurely 
have this power inherent in itſelf. It was de facts 


lately -exerciſed to its full extent by parlia- 


H 3 monk 


. 


“For argument's. ſake, .] will naw ſuppoſe, thot the 


* expediency ef the meaſure, and the power of pars. 
© |1+ment are ungueſtionahie. Still you will fin an» 


iaſurmountable difficul'y in the execution. When 
all your iuſtruments of amputation. are prepared, 
© whey the unhappy patient lies bound at your feet, 
„without the poſſibility. of retiftance, by what infal- 
* hibie rule will you direct the operation ?--- Vhen 
you propole to cut away the 77t7z parts, can you 
tell us what parts are perfectly /zzna F---Are there 


« 2ny certain limits in fatt, or theory, to inform you 
* at what point you mult ſtop, at what point the moti- 


* tracation'ends, To u man fo capable of obſerva- 
tion and reflection as you are, it is unneceſſary to 
” lay all that might be fad on the lubject. Bekdes 


*« tlrat I approve highly of Lord Chacham's idea of . 


„mi a portion of new ealih into the confiitation t9 
enable it to bear its infirmilies, (à brijiliam_expret- 
* ſion, and full of intrinſic wiſdem) other reaions 


* concur in perſunding me to adopt it. 1 have no 


© cbjection, &c. 


1 


( no? } 


ment in the cafe of Shoreham with univerfal 
approbation, for near a hundred corrupt voters 
were disfranchiſed, and about twice that num- 
der of freeholders admitted from the county of 
Suſſex. 

It will be objected, I ſoreſee, that a time of 
perfect calm and peace throughout this vaſt 
empire, is the moſt proper to propoſe internal 
regulations of this importance; and that 
while inteſtine diſcord rages in the whole nor- 
thern continent of America, our attention 
ought to be fixed upon that moſt alarming ob- 
zect, and all our efforts employed to extinguiſh 
the devouring flame. of a civil war. In my 

opinion, 


1 
—— 


The man, who fairly and compleatly anſwers this 
argument, ſhall have my thanks and my applauſe. My 
Heart is already with him.---I am ready to be convert- 
ed.---I admire his morality, and would gladly fub- 
ſeribe to the articles of his faith --- Grateful, as I am, 
to the GOOD BEING, whaſe bounty has imparted to 
ne this reaſoning intellect, whatever it is, I held my- 
ſelf proportionably indchted to him, from whoſe en- 
ligltened underſtanding another ray* of knowledge 
communicates to mine. But neither ſhould I think 
the moſt exalted faculties of the human mind, a gift 
worthy of the divinity ; nor any aſſiſtance in the im- 
provement of them, a ſubje& of gratitude to my fellow 
creature, if I were not ſatisfied, that really to inform 


the underitanding corrects and enlarges the heart. 
JUNIUS, 
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opinion, fir, the American war is in this truly 
critical æta one of the ſtrongeſt arguments for 
the regulation of our repreſentation, which L 
now ſubmit to the houſe, During the reſt of 
our lives, likewiſe, I may venture to pro- 
pbecy, America will be the leading feature of 
this age. In our late diſputes with the Ame- 
ricans, we have always taken it for granted, 
that the people of England juſtified all the ini- 
quitous, cruel, arbitrary, and mad proceed- 
ings of adminiſtration, becauſe they had the 
approbation of the majority of this houſe, 
The abſurdity of fuch an argument is ap- 
parent, for the majority of this houſe we 
know ſpeak only the ſenſe of 5723 perſons, even 
ſuppoſing, according to the laudable, conſtitu- 
tional cuſtom of our anceſtors, that the conſli- 
tuent had been conſulted on this great national 
point, as he ought to have been. We have 
ſeen in what manner the acquieſcence of a 
majority here is obtained. The people in the 
ſouthern part of this iſland amount to upwards 
of five millions. The ſenſe, therefore, 
of five millions cannot be aſcertained by 
the opinion of not 6000, even ſuppoling it 
had been collected. The Americans with 
H 4 great 
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( 304 } 
great reaſon inſiſt, that the preſent war is car 
ried on, contrary to the ſenſe of the nation, by 
a miniſterial junto, and an arbitrary faction, 
equally hoſtile to the rights of Engliſhmen, 
and the claims of Americans. The various 
addrefſes to the throne from moſt numerous 
bodies, praying that the ſword may be re: 
turned to the ſcabbard, and all hoſtilities ceaſe; 
confirm this aſſertion. 
country has repeatedly declared, by various 
public acts, its abhorrence of the preſent un- 
natural civil war, begun on principles ſubver- 
five of our conſtitution. Our kiſtory furniſhes 
frequent inſtances of the ſenſe of Parliament 


running directly counter to the ſenſe of the 


nation, It was notoriouſly of late the caſe in 
the buſineſs of the Middleſex election. I belicie 
the fact to be equally certain in the grand 
American diſpute, at leaſt as to the actual hoſ- 
tilities now carrying on againſt our brethren 
and fellow-ſubjects. | 


us will bring the caſe to an iſſue, and from a 


fair and equal repreſentation of the people, 


America may at length diſtinguiſh the real 


ſentiments of freemen and Engliſhmen, | 
I do 


The capital of out 


The propoſition before 


( 105) 
do not mean, fir, at this time, to go into 


a tedious detail of all the various propoſals, 
which have been made for redreſſing this irre- 


will not intrude on the indulgence of the Houſe, 
which I have always found favourable and en- 
couraging. When the bill is brought in, and 
ſent to a committee, it will be the proper time to 
examine all the minutiæ of this great plan, 
and to determine on the propriety of what 
ought now to be done, and to conſider what 


nals of Cromwell's Parliaments prove that a 
more equal repreſentation was ſettled, and car- 
ried by him into execution. That wonderful, 
comprehenſive mind embraced the whole of 


thirty members to a Parliament, which con- 
liſted lixewiſe of four hundred from England 
and Wales, It was to be triennial, Our 


colonies were then a ſpeck on the face of the 


globe; nod they cover half the new world. 
ql will at this time, fir, only throw out ge- 
eral 1deas, that every free agent in this king- 
dom ſhould, in my wiſh, be repreſented in 

Par- 


gularity in the repreſentation of the people. I 
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formerly was actually accompliſhed. The jour- 


this powerful empire. Ireland was put on 
a par with Scotland. Each kingdom ſent. 
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Parliament ; that the metropolis, which con- 
tains in itſelf a ninth part of the people, and 
the counties of Middleſex, York, and others, 
which ſo greatly abound with inhabitants, 
ſhould receive an increaſe in their repreſents 
tion; that the mean, and inſignificant bo- 
roughs, ſo emphatically ſtiled the rotten part 
of our conſtitution, ſhould be lopped off, and 
the electors in them thrown into the counties; 
and the rich, populous, trading towns, Bit. 
mingham, Mancheſter, Sheffield, Leeds, and 
others, be permitted to ſend deputics to the 
great council of the nation. 

The disfranchiſing of the mean, vena, and 
dependent boroughs would be laying the axe 
to the root of corruption and treaſury in- 
fluence, as well as ari/tocratical tyranny, We 
ought equally to guard againſt thoſe, who jii 
themſelu:s, or wyeſe Lords ſell them. Bur 
gage tenures, and private property in a ſhare 
of the legiſlature, are monſtrous abſurcities 
in a free ſtate, as well as an inſult on common 
ſenſe. I wiſb, fir, an Engliſh Parliament t 
ſ1eak the free, unbiaſſed ſenſe of the body d 
the Engliſh people, and of every man amony 
us, of each individual, who may juſtly „ 

pok 


(408 1 


'- WF poſed to be comprehended in a fair majority. 
id WF The meaneſt mechanic, the pooreſt peaſant 
„ and day-labourer, has important rights reſpect- 
ing his perſonal liberty, that of his wife and 
children, his property, however inconſider- 


and value of each day's hard labour, which are 
in many trades and manufactures regulated by 
the power of Parliament, Every law relative 
to marriage, to the protection of a wife, ſiſter, 
or daughter, againſt violence and brutal luſt, 
to every contract or agreement with a rapa- 
cious or unjuſt maſter, is of importance to the 
manufacturer, the cottager, the ſervant, as 
well as to the rich ſubjects of the ſtate. Some 
ſhare therefore in the power of making thoſe 
laws, which deeply intereſt them, and to 
which they are expected to pay obedience, 
ſhould be reſerved even to this inferior, but 
moſt uſeful, ſet of men in the community. 
We ought always to remember this impor- 
tant truth, acknowledged by every free ſtate, 
that all government is inſtituted for the good of 
the mals of the people to be governed; that they 
are the original fountain of power, and even 
revenue, and in all events the laſt reſource. 
| | The 
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The various inſtances of partial injuſtice; 
throughout this kingdom will likewiſe become 
the proper ſubjects of enquiry in the courſe of 
the bill before the commitee. Of this nature are 
the many freeholds in the city of London, 
which are not repreſented in this Houſe. Theſe 
freeholds being within the particular juriſdic. 
tion of the city, are excluded from giving a 
vote in the county of Middleſex, and by 28 
of Parliament only liverymen can vote for tte 
Repreſentatives of the City of London. T hee, 
and other particulars, I leave. J mention 


them now to ſhe the neceſſity of a ne regu- 


lation of the repreſentation of this kingdom. 

My enquiries, fir, are confined to the ſou- 
thern part of the iſland. Scotland I leave to 
the care of its own careful and prudent ſons, 
J hope they will ſpare a few moments from 
the management of the arduous affairs of Eng- 
jand and America, which are now ſolely en- 
truſted to their wiſdom, and at preſent ſo much 
engroſs their time, to attend to the ſtate of te. 
preſentation among their own people, if they 


have not all * emigrated to this warmer and 
x more 


— 


Wichout any abitract restonning upon Cauics and 
effects, we ſhall ſoon be convinced by experience, that 
the Scots, tranſplanted from their own country, a 


F * V 
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more fruitful climate, I am almoſt afraid the 


forty-five Scottiſh gentlemen among us repreſent 
themſelves. Perhaps in my plan for the improve- 


ment of the repreſentation of the inhabitants of 


England, almoſt all the natives of Scotland may 


at this time be included. I ſhall only remark, that 
the proportion of repreſentation between the two 
countries cannot be changed. In the twenty- 
ſecond article of the treaty of Union forty- 
fve is to be the proportion of the repreſentative 


body in the Parliament of Great-Britain for 


the northern part of this Iſland, To increaſe 
the members for England and Wales beyond 
the number, of which the Engliſh Parliament 
conſiſted at the period of that treaty in 1706, 
would be a breach of public faith, and a vio- 
lation of a ſolemn treaty between two inde- 
pzndent ſtates, My propoſition has for its 
| baſis 
always a diſtinét and leparate body trom the people 
who receive them. In other ſettlements, they only 
love themſelves ;- in England, they cordially love them- 
ſelves, and as cordially hate their neighbours, 
Junius. Preface, p. 26. 
The weaſel Scots are hungry, and want feeding. 
Epiſtle to Dr. Shebbeare, 
The eagle England being in prey, 
To her unguarded neſt the weaſel Scot 
Comes ſneaking; and ſo ſucks her princely eggs. 
Shakelpeare, 
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daſis. the preſervation of that compact, the 
proportional ſhare of each kingdom in the le. 
giflative body remaining exactly according w 
its preſent eſtabliſhment. 

The monſtrous injuſtice and glaring partia- 
lity of the preſent repreſentation of the con. 
mons of England has been fully ftated, and is, 
I believe, almoſt univerſally acknowledged, 2 
well as the neceſſity of our recurring to the 
great Jeading principle of our free conſtitution, 
which declares this Houſe of Parliament to be 
only a delegated power from the people it 
large. Policy, no Jeſs than juſtice, calls cur 
attention to this momentous 
ſon, not cuſtom, ought to be our guide in: 
buſineſs of this conſequence, where the right 
of a free people are materially intereſted, 
Without a true repreſentation of the Com: 
mons our conſtitution is eſſentially defeQive, 
and our Parliament a deluſive name, a met! 
All other remedies to recover the 


point. Res. 


eſtabliſhed by our anceſtors would be ineftec: 
tual, even the ſhortening the period of Parli 
ments, even a place and penſion bill, bol 
which I highly approve, and think abſolute) 


neceſſary 


("332 /} 


neceſſary. I therefore flatter myſelf, fir, that 
T ſhall have the concurrence of the Houſe with 
the motion, which I have now the honour of 
making, * That leave be given to bring in a 
« hill for a juſt and equal repreſentation of the 
« people of England in Parliament.” 


Vorks of April go, 1776. 


A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
put, That the Reſolution of this Houſe 
of the 17th of February 1769, that John 
*« Wilkes, Ejquire, having been in this Seſſion 
&« of Parliament expelled this Houſe, was, and 
eis, incapable of being elected a Member to 
« ſerve in this preſent Parliament, be ex- 
„ punged from the Journals of this Houſe, 
as being ſubverſive of the rights of the 
« whole body of electors of this kingdom,” 


Mr. Willes ſaid, 


Mr. Speaker, 

The veneration, with which I am. air 
impreſſed for the conſtitution of my country, 
the love and affection of a native to the noble 
privileges, the laws and liberties of England, 

as 


— 
- = 


* — — = = = 
= * —- 8 — YT 
© ASH Ee er 


P RREz 2 K 


— —— 
_ 
= 


2) 


as well as duty and gratitude to the much in. 


jured freeholders of Middleſex, are the power- 


ful motives. of my again troubling the Hou 
with a.queſtion ſo frequently agitated within 


theſe walls, ſo fully diſcuſſed even the laſt ſeſ. 


ſion, although not hitherto followed with the 
ſucceſs, which I hope on the preſent occaſion, 
The profligacy, 'venality, - and open - at- 


. tempts againſt liberty by the laſt Houſe of Com. 


mons, have made their memory odious to the 
people. The annals of our country are diſgrac- 
ed with their various violations of the rights f 
the ſubject. I fhall now confine myſelf to a fir- 


ole caſe, but it was of the blackeſt nature, of the 


deepeſt dye, and branched out into many enor. 
mities, which till demand ample attonement, 
J allude to the iniquitous and daring] reſolu- 

| tions 


1 The Speech of the Speaker, Sir Fletcher Norton, 


when he reprimanded the Returning Officer of Shore. 


ham, Hugh Roberts, on his knees. 

In vain have our anceſtors been "anxiouſly careful (0 
ſecure the freedom of elections, by all the means bu- 
man wiſdom and foreſight could ſuggeſt ; in vain hive 
they particularly guarded againſt the partiality of ti 
Returning Officer, and obliged him, by every tie, t 
a faithful diſcharge of that truſt, which the Conſtitu- 
tion hath repoſed in his hands, if men are to be ſound 
DARING enough io ſend members to this Houſe, Wi 
,WERE NEVER CHOSEN BY THE LEGAL ELECTORS 

Journals. Feb. 14, 1771, vol. 33, p. 19% 


ns] 


tions reſpecting the elections for the county of 
Middleſex, and the ſeating Mr. Luttrell in 
the Houſe, although he had conſeſſedly only a 
mincricy of the ſuffrages of the freeholders, in 
whom the conſtitution has placed the right of 
election. While theſe reſolutions, fir, re- 
main among our records, I conſider a prece- 
dent eſtabliſhed under the ſanction of this 
Houſe to rob not only a whole county, 
but the entire collective body of electors of 


; this kingdom, of their birthright, and moſt va- 
luable inheritance. It is a precedent, which 
may be brought home to every borough, city, 
and county, to every freeholder, every elector 
in the iſland. | 

The facts were fully ſtated to the Houſe in 
the debate on this ſubject the laſt year, and 1 
am perſuaded they live in the memory of every 
gentleman. I ſhall defire the Clerk to read 
only one reſolution. It is that of Fehruary 17, 
1769, “ That John Wilkes, Eſq; having 
been, in this ſeſſion of Parliament, expelled 
| © this Houſe, was, and is, incapable of being 
elected a member to ſerve in this preſent Par- 
© lament,” This declaration, in my opinion, 
transfers from the people to this Houſe the 
You I. I right 
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right of election, and by an unbounded, un- 
controuled exerciſe of the negative power, the 
Houſe in effect aſſume the peſſtive right of ma- 
king whom they pleaſe the repreſentatives of 
the people in Parliament. I am very ready to 
admit that there are various natural and legal 
incapacities, and when the party is ſuhject to 
any one of them, he is not eligible. Aliens, 
minors; biſhops, are incapable of being elecled 
into a Houſe ef Commons. Beſides theſe, 
there are other incapacities ariſing from. the 
peculiar circumſtances of the caſe, and ſome 
created by particular ſtatutes. Where how- 
ever there is no natural or legal diſability, the 
capacity of being elected is the inherent right 
of every freeman of the realm. He cannot 
be diveſted of it without an equal injury to 
the party, and to the conſtituent, in whom 
the power is conſtitutionally lodged of de- 
termining whom he thinks the moſt fit and 
proper perſon to act for him in the great coun. 
cil of the nation. The declaration of the 
Houſe therefore, that any man, duly qualified 
by law, ſhall not be allowed to ſit in Parlia- 
ment as a repreſentative of the Commons of 


the realm, was aſſuming ta themſelves the me 
making 
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making a new law, to which only the three 
eſtates are adequate. It was disfranchiling a 
whole county, and conſequently in effect the 
united kingdom. 

The public attention has been fo Jong fixed 
on this important buſineſs, that it would be 
the weakeft and vaineſt preſumptiom ia me to 
attempt any new arguments in ſupport of a 
right acł now ledged by every man, whois not in 
a deteftable league for the ſubverſion of all our 
rights, liberties, and franchiſes. I hall not en- 


ter on a dull repetition of the dedatesg which for 


the laſt ſeven years have come on every ſomon, 
nor repeat a multitudes of cafes and prece- 
dents ; but while I have a feat in this Houſe, 
| pledge myſelf to my country, that l will be 
fm and unwearied in my endeavouts, till 
every ſyllable on our Journals, which marks 
the injuſtice done to the frecholders of Mid- 
dleſex, and to every elector in the iſland, be 
fully eraſed or obliterated. 


Since the debate, however, on this queſ- 
tion in the laſt ſeſſion, almoſt within a fort- 
night after, a caſe reſpecting the election at 
Abingdon was determined here in a manner dia- 
metrically oppoſite to one part of this pretend- 
Ta ed 
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ed law of Parliament, which has been ſolemn- 
ly laid down by all the advocates of the miniſtry 
in the affair of Mr, Luttrell. They argued, 
that all the votes given to Mr. Wilkes were 
thrown away, becauſe they were given, as they 
aſſerted, to a perſon labouring under a legal in- 
capacity, and conſequently Mr. Luttrell, with 
only 296 freeholders, was entitled to his ſeat 
in preference to the other candidate with 1143. 
The majority of the electors of Middleſex, 
ſir, fully anſwered this argument in that re- 
markable petition preſented to the Houſe by 
the worthy *daronet near me, on the 29th of 
April, 1769, in which they aſſerted, „that 
© Mr. Luttrell had not the majority of legal 
votes; nor did they, when they voted for 
% Mr. Wilkes, mean thereby to throw away 
„their votes, or to wave their right of repre- 
& ſentation, nor would they, by any means, 
& have choſen to be repreſented by Mr. Lut- 
<« trell.” Notwithſtanding this petition, the 
Houſe, on the 8th of May following, declared 
Mr. 


— — 
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* Sir George Sa» ile, 

Than whom a better ſenator re'er held 
The helm of Rome, when gowns not arms repell'd 
The ſierce Epirot, and the African bold. 
| : MIL rox, 
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Mr. Luttrell duly elected. Now let us exa- 
mine the ſtill more recent caſe of the Abingdon 
election, the determination of the ſelect com- 
mittee, with all the proceedings of the preſent 
Parliament in that buſineſs. I will ſtate them 
briefly, and ſhall afterwards deſire the clerk to 
read from the Journals the more important paf- 
ſages, Mr, Bayley's petition was preſented to 
this Houſe on the 6th of December, 1774. It 
was confined to one fingle objection, the legal 
diſability of the other candidate, no accuſa- 
tion of bribery or corruption, riots, unfair 
practiſes, or illegal votes, being exhibited. It 
ſtated, “that at the place of election, and 
* before the taking of the poll, the mayor of 
* the ſaid borough and the other electors were 
publicly told, that as the other candidate, 
„Mr. John Mayor, was then high ſheriff of 
« that county, he was incapable of being 
* choſen a member to repreſent the ſaid bo- 
rough in this preſent Parliament, and that all 
* yotes-given for the ſaid high ſheriff would be 
* thrown away; notwithſtanding which, the 
* mayor of the ſaid borough did himſelf vote, 
* and alſo received the votes of divers other 


* perſons for the ſaid high ſheriff; and that the 
I 3 « ſaid 
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« ſaid high ſheriff bath returned himſelf a 
« duly elected for the ſaid borough, in mani. 
& feſt prejudice of the petitioner, who, being 
the only candidate capable of being elected, 
« ought to have been returned.” The facts, 
as ſtated in the petizzon, were admitted, as 
well as the numbers at the cloſe of the poll, 
for Mr. Mayor 146, for Mr. Bayley only 116. 
The great queſtion was, whether, if Mr, 
Mayor was not eligible, the votes for him were 
thrown away, and Mr. Bayley, who had not 
the majority of electors, ſhould be declared 
duly elected? The ſelect committee, on the 
6th of March, 1775, reported, that neither 
Mr. Mayor, nor Mr. Bayley, was duly elect- 
ed, and that the election was void. The 
Houſe immediately directed a new writ to iſſue 


for Abingdon. The miniſterial advocates, 
who inſiſt on Mr. Wilkes's legal incapacity, 


can ſcarcely find a caſe more exactly parallel. 
It is equalled only by the well known prece- 
dent of Mr. Walpole, and Mr. Taylor, in 


1711. Yet the burgefits of Lynn were not 


inſulted, by having a gentleman declared their 
repreſentative, whom they never elected. The 


Abingdon caſe was of the moſt public noto- 
Tictys 
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nety. The returning officer, and all the elee- 
tors of Abingdon, were publicly informed of 
Mr. Mayor's legal incapacity. Mr. Bayley 
polled near half the voters of that borough. 
His oppoſition however being not to a friend of 
liberty and the people, but having made the at- 
tack on a ſubaitern in the miniſterial forces, he had 
little chance of being an adopted child of the- 
'Houſe, or of a committee ſelected from the- 
preſent majority. 

The arbitrary refolution on our Journals, 
and the appointment of Mr. Luttrell, J con- 
fider as an abſolute ſurrender of the conſtituti- 
on to the miniſter, The laws of the land are 
of no avail, when this Houſe alane can make 
a new law, adapted to the caprice, violence, 
or injuſtice of every emergericy,. and when re- 
preſentation. in Parliament no longer depends 
upon the choice of the electors, "Fhe people 
of England may in vain aſſemble with the 
fond hope of effectually exerciſing their no- 
bleſt franchiſe, if the object of their choice is 
really what he ought to be, an independent 
-friend of liberty, ſuperior to menace or cor- 
ruption. The miniſter has found out a way to 
baffle them in all their proceedings. He may, 
1 1 on 
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on any pretence, however frivolous, procure 
an exp ulſion, and expulſion, we know, means 
incapacitation; ſo that during a long period of 
ſeven years, the favourite object of a country's 
choice may be kept out, and the nominee of a 
miniſter be declared to repreſent. a populous 
county. Can there be a more folemn mock- 
ery of the rights of a free people? 

While ſuch arbitrary reſolutions as thoſe 
reſpecting the Middleſex elections remain on 
our Journa's, I think the miniſter holds high 
the rod of vengeance over the head of every 
member of this Houſe. He ſtands here with 
an uplifted arm, ſullimi flagel o, to punith the 
refractory, and almoſt every action of the ma- 
jority ſeems to betray their being either ſwayed 
by the daſtardly paflion of fear, or corrupted 
by the mean principle of reward. We are go- 
verned by Solon's plan, pram et pana, as Ci- 
cero has ſummed it vp in three words. Is a 
member obnoxious or unruly ? Accuie him of 
a libel, or any other crime; then vote away 
your own privileges to get at him; and befcre 
the caulg can come to a trial by a jury of his 
countrymen en oath, examine two or thiee 
partial and wel-iniruQed witneſles under 30 
juch 


»t 
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ſacl! ſanftion, and you may proceed 'immedi- 


ately to expulſion. You then vote him inca- 


pable of being re- elected. The creature of 


the miniſter is received in his place, and de- 
clared a repreſentative of the people. A 


Houſe of Commons may in this manner be fo 


earbled, as not to contain a ſingle fair and ho- 
neſt repreſentative, elected according to the 
jaw of the land. 


The motion of expunging from our records 


the relolutions of which I complain, is I know 


confidered by ſome gentlemen as a violent. 


meaſure, The caſe, I think, requires the 


moſt ſpirited mode of redreſs, I wiſh as 


full atonement to the people as poſſible. 


The laſt Parliament gave us an inſtance of 


expunging from our Journals wu never ought. 
to have been moved in this Houſe, the thanks 
to a ſtupid + tory parſon, of the rank Oxford 

breed 


+ Journals of Feb. 25, 1772, Vol. 33, p. 509. 
The Houle was moved, That the Entry in the Votes 
of the Houſe, of the 31 day of January laſt, * that 
* the thanks of this Houſe be given to the Reverend 
Doctor Norwell, for the Sermon preached by him 
" yeſterday before this Houſe, at St. Margaret's Weſt-- 
* winſter, and that he be del red to print the ſama, 
ce, Kc, might be. read. 


Pm 


Re- 


r 


* 
heats. 


Now conſtituted Parties once had a principle belong- 


Fur, 

reed, for a libel on the Revolution, and che 
preſent eſtabliſhment, in a ſermon preached on 
the anniverſary of the merited death of the ty. 
rant, Charles I. If fo trifling a buſineſs 28 x 


fooliſh 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Entry be expunged from 
the Votes of this Houſe. 

The tory fame of the wretched: Doctor Novell has 
lately ſuffered a total eclipſe by a pedantic ſchoolmaſter 
of Weſtminſter, promoted to the Archbiſhoprick of 
Vork in Dec. 1776, a Doctor Milliam Markham, He 
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preached a ſermon, all- powerful to foot he the foul in fun- 
Bert, at Bow Church in the City, Feb. 21, 1777, be- 


fore the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of 
the Goſpel in foreign parts. In what a meek ſpirit of 
chriſtianity, of gentleneſs, patience, and forbearence, 
does this Miniſter of the goſpel of pence ſtate the nature, 
and bewail the wickedneſs, of the deluded parties among 
us? By what tender bonds of love and charity does this 
High Prieſt endeavour to bring over the noblemen and 
gentlemen in the oppoſition to the court paths of honour, 
peace, and perhaps preferment ? His Grace obſerves, 
nothing is too mean for the uſes of parties, as they arc 


ing to them, abſurd perhaps, and indefenſible, but ft] 
« carrying a notion of duty, by which honeft minds 
„ might eaſily be caught, But they are Now-cembi- 
„nations of individuals, who inftead of being the 
* ſons and ſervants of the community, make a league 
for advancing their private intereſts. It is thell 
„ buſineſs to hold high the notion of political honour. 
« believe and truſt it is not injurious to ſay, that 


« ſuch a bond is no better than that, by which the — 
„ ai 
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fooliſh ſermon, neither beard nor read by a 
core perſons, called for ſo ſpirited a meaſure, 
can jt be deemed improper or violent, when 
the rights of all the electors of the kingdom 


have been openly invaded, and the uſurpation 
juſtified 


n — * 


T and wwickedeſt combinations are beld together ; and that 
* it denotes the laſt lage of political depravity. 

And is'really the union in a great national caule of 
ſuch men as have compoſed the preſent oppoſition, and 
{t their names to the ſpirited Proteſts of the very laſt 
{cſhon, the Portlands, Richmonds, Devonſhires, Man- 
cheſters, Rockinghams, Abingdons, Chathams, - Shel-- 
burnes, Effinghams, Fitzwilliams, Torringtons, &c, 
Kc, and of the Saviles, Cavendiſhes, Townſhends, - 
Johnſtones, Giynns, Wrays, Burkes, Barrés, &c, &c, 
is ſuch a combination of individuals in the two Houſes 
of Parliament to be conſidered as @ bond no better than 
that, by which the loweſt and wickedefl combinations 
are held together ? Are they really no better than the 
loweft and wickedeſt combinations of pirates and banditti? 
Are they really zo better than gangs of robbers and 
kighwaymen ? 

Ne ſzvi, magna ſacerdos. 
irgil. En. 6. I. 544. 

Surely inſtead of this coarſe compliment we might 
expect a little favour from his Grace, when he aſſures 
vs, © the apoſtles themſelves, with all their adwan- 
ages, were not enſily freed from the entanglement 
* of papuctar error. If the inſſired Apoſtles did indeed 
err, we uninſpired private chriftians might expect ſome 
indulgence, not inquiſitorial ſeverity on account of our 
fopular errors, not to be confidered as in a deſperate 
cale,, in the loft age of political depravity. I believe 
and truft it ts injurious to ſay this. 


This 
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Juſtified by gentlemen in the higheſt offices 
under the crown ? The circumſtance is truly 
alarming, and demands the utmoſt exertions 
of an honeſt zeal and generous ardour for the 
public weal. 2 
I own that I am not ſo nice and ſcrupulous 
about preſerving every line of the immenſity of 
the learned lumber in our Journals. I hey are 
become 
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This political ſermon tells us, *what is aſſumed upon 
« the preſent occaſion is the ginrious nature of LIBERTY, 
« It realizes and ſecures all the reſt; and by thiſe, ahi 
*« are in the enjoyment of it, ought to be maintained at 
* all hazards.” Have not the Americans on this jut 
ground taken up arms? *© But it remains to be ſettled,” 
Was it not ſettled by the Revolution? © Where does 
« i conſeſt?” St Paul, in the Epiſtle to the Romane, 
has anſwered this queſtion of the Archbiſhop of York, 
He makes liberty, glorious liberty, conſiſt in being de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption, a prayer, which 
is often made by the people of England for the Higb 
Court of Parliament. The Apoſtle ſays, “ becauſe the 
« creature it{elf alſo ſhall be delivered from the bond 
*« age of corruption into the glorious liberty of tre 
% children of God.” chap. 8, ver. 21. The Arch- 
biſhop goes on, „I have ſometimes thought it a 
« musfortune, that a thing ſo valuable and impit- 
« taut, ſhould have no word in dur language to expriſs 
« it, except one which goes to every thing that is wild 
„ and laauliſs. Does the ſign fication of the word l- 
lerty really go to every thing that is wild and lawleſs? 
Has this lcarned Prelate, who is ſo deep in Latin, —_ 
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become the mere regiſters of royal edits, * 
af turnpike roads, encloſures, and mat- 
ters of private buſineſs. There are many 
whole pages diſgraceful to the nation among 
our trivial, fond records, My heart bleeds, 
when I read all the unjuſt and inhuman reſo- 


lutions - 


Hebrew, the Coptic, Perfian, Chaldaic, Arabic, Syriac, 
Phoenician, Pa'myrene, Chineſe, Gentoo, &c, &c, who 
is himſelf a perfect Poſyglatt, has he never heard of the 
Engliſh words licentiouſneſt and licence to expreſs every 
thing that is wild and laguleſi, as diſtinguiſhed from 
liberty, Penſioner Johnſon's Dictionary would have 
told him that Ii entiouſueſs is “ boundlels liberty, a con- 
* tempt of juſt reſtraint.” He might there have foung 
the authority of Saviſt, who ſays, „this cuſtom has 
been always logked upon, by the wiſeſt men, as an 
« effect of licentiouſucſt, and not of liberty.“ He 
would in the ſame dictionary have found that */zcence” . 
* 15 exorbitant liberty, contempt of legal and neceſſary 
« reſtraint,” Milton underſtood the difference be- 
tween liberty and licence, as well as Swift did between 
liberty and licentiouſueſs, although the Archbiſhop of 
York ſeems to underſtand neither. The Epgliſh Homer 
lays, Licence they mean, when they cry liberty. The 
Engliſh language is not reproached with poverty, but 
by thoſe, who are ignorant of it. 
What a melancholy conſideration is it for the riſing 
| generation, that an illiberal Prieſt, one of 
The low-born, cell-bred, ſelfiſh, ſervile band, 
although now promoted to be a general officer in 
the ſable army of the miniſterial mercenaries of the 
Ligrch Militant in the Houſe of Lords, that ſuch a 
. | mag 
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zutions againſt our fellow” ſubjects in America, 
the fleets and armies voted for the vain attempt 
of ſubduing the wnconquerable ſpivit of liber. 
ty among the deſcendants of Engliſhmen, 


When I reflect on the ſubſequent proceed- 
ings, the barbarons and favage manner in 
which you have carried on the war, by at- 


tempting. to ſtarve thouſands of induſtrious 


fiſhermen, and labouring poor, with their fa- 
.milies, as. well as the burning open and de- 
fenceleſs towns and villages, I wiſh, for the 


national humanity and honour, which former- 
ly 


man ſhould have been Preceptor to the children af 
England, to the Prince of Wales, and Bithop cf 
Olnabrugh * Was a mere bookworm, who does not 
yet know the meaning of the moſt important ard 
in the language of this fie country, who is equal- 
ly ignorant of the thing, and is found ſtumbling 
at the very threſhold of liberty, was ſuch a perſon 
fit for ſuch a charge? The child that is unbort 
may rue the fatal miſtake, Is the next age likewiſ: 
to deplore the miſthievous errors of the bad education 
of their prince? 

I was really forced to remind his Grace of the Apoſtle 
Paul. May I foftly whiſper in his ear a few words of dt 
Peter, becauſe they are à good receipt to cure magiſſeria 
pride and petulance? As free, amd not ming your L- 
BERTY for @ cloke of MALICIOUSNESS---honour ail 


inn, love the brotherhood. 
The Firſt Epiſtle General of Peter, 


.Ch. ji. V. 16, 17. 
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ly ſtood fo high, that theſe black pages of our 
Journals, and every trace of the cruelhties and 
borrors Which followed, were obliterated from 
the records of this Houſe, of this kingdom, 
of the human race. 

In juſtice to the uſurped and violated rights 
of this county, in a full ſenſe of duty to all 
my brother electars at large, and to prevent the 
moſt fatal and pernicious precedent being ever 
uſed by a wicked, and ill deſigning miniſter to 
the deſtruction of the. ſacred, right of election, 
of national freedom, and. independency, I move, 
« that the refolution of the Houſe of the vyth 
« of February, 1769, that Jahn Wilkes, Eſq; 
* having been in tl is ſeſſian of Parliament ex- 
« felled this Heuſe, was and is, incapable of ſit- 
ting in the preſent Parliament, be..expunged. 
« from the journals of this Houſe, as being 
« ſubverſive. of the rights of the whole body; 
« of the electors of this kingdom.“ 


Vorzs of October 31, 1776. 
Reſolved, * That an humble adureſs be pre- 
«ſented to His Majeſty, to return His Ma- 
jeſty the thanks of this Houſe, for His moft 
* gracious Speech from the Throne: 
| Ts 
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To aſſure His Majeſty, “ that while we 

% lament the continuance of the trouble; 
* which have ſo long diſtracted His Colonies in 
North America, and of the calamities and 

4 oppreſſions which our unhappy Fellow Suh. 

* jets are ſtill ſuffering under the arbitrary 

„ tyranny of their leaders, we cannot forbear 
to expreſs our deteſtation and abhorrence of 
the audacious and deſperate ſpirit of ambi- 

« tion, which has at laſt carried thoſe Leaders 

< fo far, as openly to renounce all allegiance 

< to the Crown, and all political connection 

« with this country; and in direct terms to 
<< preſume to ſet up their rebellious confederatic 


for Independent States,” &c, &c. | 


Mr. Wilkes ſaid, | 
Mr. Speaker, 

The + honourable gentleman, who ſpoke 
laſt, endeavours to miſlead the Houſe. It is 
certain that no preſſing has at this time been 
carried on in the city of London, or its liber- 
ties. No preſs-gangs have dared to make their 
appearance in that juriſdiction. Thoſe law leſs | 

bands 


—— 
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+ George Wombwell, Eſq; Member for Hunting- 
on. ! 
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bands of cruel banditti very prudently choſe 


ether ſcenes of horror and bloodſhed, of leſs 
danger to themſelves. The city has hitherto 
remained in perfeR ſafety and tranquility, in a 
moſt happy ſtate of ſecurity, by the vigilance, 
intrepidity, and noble love of liberty, which 
are conſpicuous in its preſent worthy I chief 
magiſtrate. s 8 


The conduct of Adminiſtration, Sir, in the 


late iſſuing of preſs- warrants, before they had 
tried the operation of the high bounty, is to- 
tally unjuſtifiable. The Speech now in your 
hand, Sir, is ſo very pacific, that the large 
bounty of five pounds for every able, and fifty 
ſhillings for every ordinary, ſeaman, promiſed 
in laſt Saturday's Gazette, might ſafely, for a 
ſort time at leaſt, have been truſted to, the 
emergency not being thought by adminiſtration 
very critical, From the miniſter's own ſtate of 
public affairs in the Speech there was no danger 
in the experiment. Much cruelty and bloodſhed 
had been avoided, many valuable lives preſerved. 

The affair of Long Iſland has been miſre- 
preſented, and greatly magnified. The ſu- 

Vol. I. K periority 


{ Mr. Sawbridge, Member for London, then Lord 
Mayor, 
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periority - of numbers was very - conſiderable, 
General Howe landed 22,000 men. The pro- 
vincials had only 6, ooo effective men on that 
iſland. They were ordered to retreat, and 
4,000 did accordingly, without being attack- 
ed, embark for the iſland of New-York, 
There was a real miſtake of orders as to the 
other 2,000, but they acted as brave men al- 
ways will act under a miſtake of orders; they 
fought, They faw the enemy, left their en- 
trenchments, and attacked with ſpirit. From 
the ſuperiority of numbers, and their flanks 
being neglected and unguarded, they were to- 
tally defeated, They did not however remain 
inactive, like cowards, on an important day of 
battle. No ſuch imputation can be fixed on 
them, Nothing deciſive can follow from the 
late ſucceſsful affair againſt the Americans on 
Long Iſland, no more than from the defeat of 
the Britiſh troops at Sullivan's iſland. New 
York will probably fall into your hands, but 
your ſituation will in that caſe be ſcarcely 
| mended ſince the laſt year, for you then poſ- 
ſeſſed the capital of North America, Boſton. 
Is that great and important town advan- 


tageouſly exchanged for New Vork? I forgot 
5 that 


5 


that we ſtill likewiſe poſſeſs the fiſhing hamlet 
of Halifax.—Rut, Sir, we ought to take a 
much larger and more comprehenſive view of 
this intereſting ſcene, which is now fully di- 
cloſed. 

The important diſpute of Great Britain with 
her colonies has for a confiderable time fixed 
the attention, not only of this nation, but of 
almoſt all Europe. The maſt effential intereſts 
of this country, and indeed of the greater 
part of the powers on the continent, are deep- 
ly intereſted in the event. The facrifice of ſo 
much blood and treaſure is to every ſtate 
an object of high importance, but to us, 
whole empire ſeems mouldering away, of the 
neareſt concern, I much fear we are now 
brought by inextricable difficulties to the very 
verge of deſtruction. 

Since our laſt meeting, Sir, the ſcene, wich 
reſpect to America, has totally changed. In- 
ſtead of negociations with various provincial 
aſſemblies, inſtead of deliberating on the moſt 
effectual mode of enforcing the parchment de- 


Claration of our+ conſtitutional ſuperiority ever 
ith K 2 ö our 


+ The late adminiſtration came into employment 
under the mediation of the Duke of Cumberland, 


July 


EPP k-th. 


| 
| 
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eur Colonies, of our right to bind them in all caſes 
whatſoever, we muſt conſider if we have power 
to bind them in any caſe, for we have now a 
"War ry on againſt the Free and re cent 


 flates 


July 10, 1765, and was removed, upon a plan ſettled 
by the Earl of Chatham, on July 30, 1756, having 
laſted one year and 25 days, 

In that ſpace of time i 
The diſtractions of the Britiſh Empire were compoſed by 

«The Repeal! of the American Stamp-AR,” 
But the conſtitutic nal ſuperiority of Great Britain 
was preſerved by 
: «The Act for ſecuring the dependance of the Colonies,” 
&c, &c. 


A fhort Acceunt of a late Adminiſlration, 
[publiſhed in Auguſt 1766, ] 


The Act, commonly called the Declaratory Ad, is 
ſo much the ſubje&t of political diſpute, that I ſhall 
give it entire from the Statutes at large. 


Anno Sexto Georgii III. A. D. 1766. 

An AX for the better ſecuring the Dependency of 
His Majeſty's Dominions in America vpon the Crown 
and Parliament of Great Britain, 

Whereas ſeveral of the Houſes of Repreſentatives 
in His Majeſty's Colonies and Plantations in America, 
have of late, againſt Law, claimed to themſelves, or 
to the General Aſſemblies of the ſame, the ſole and 
excluſive right of impoſing Duties and Taxes upon 
His Majeſty's lubjects in the ſaid Colonies and Plan- 
tations; and have, in purſuance of ſuch claim, paſſed 


certain votes, reloiutious, and ** derogatory to 
the 
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fates of America; a wicked war, which has 
been occaſioned ſolely by a ſpirit of violence, 
injuſtice, and obſtinacy in our miniſters, un- 

paralelled in hiſtory. In the beginning of 
24 Sep- 


the legiſlative authority of Parliament, and inconſiſtent 
with the dependency of the ſaid Colonies and Planta- 
tions upon the Crown of Great Britain: May it there- 
fore pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, that it may be 
declared; and be it declared by the King's molt ex- 
cellent Majefty, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the Lords Spiritual-and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the au:ho- 
rity of the ſame, that the ſaid Colonies and Planta- 
tions in America have been, are, and of right ought 
to be, ſubordinate unto, and dependent upon, the im- 
perial Crown and Parliament of Great Britain; and 
that the King's Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempoial, and 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled; 
bad, hath, and of right ought to have, full poxwer and 
authority to make Laws and Statutes of ſufficient force 
and validity to bind the Colonies and People of America, 
ſubje4s of the Crown of Great Britain, in all caſes 
whatſoever. ' 

II. And be it further declared and enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That all Reſolutions, 'Votes, Or- 
ders, and Proceedings, in any of the ſaid Colonies or 
Plantations, whereby the power and authority of the 
Parliament of Great Britain, to make Laws and Sta- 
tutes as aforeſaid is denied or drawn into queſtion, are, 
and are hereby declared to be, utterly null and void 

to all intents and purpoles whatloever, 


The 
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September, in the laſt year, a very humble and 
dutiful Petition was ſent from the congreſs to 
his Majeſty, in which his Majefty was ſuppli- 
cated © to direct ſome mode, by which the 
« united applications of his faithful coloniſts 
© to the throne, in purſuance of their com- 
e mon councils, may be improved into a hap- 
** py and permanent reconciliation.” There | 
was not a word in the petition which did not 
breathe ſubmiſſion and loyalty, and yet the 
oficial anſwer of Lord Dartmouth, ſecreta- 
ry at that time for the American department, 
after a long deliberation, was to the laſt degree 


irritating. It was, that mo anſwer would be 
given, 


The De: 2 7 A#, and the Repeal of the Ameri- 
can Stamp-Ad, received the Royal Aſſent on the ſame 
day, March 18, 1766, in the Adnuniftration of the 
Marquis of Rockingham. 

I The ſtrong deſire of peace and reconciliation in the 
inhabitants of Maſſachuſet's Bay, which has been al- 
ways conſidered as the moſt violent as well as powerful 


of all the American colonies, even immediately aftei the 


murders by the King's troops at Lexington and Con- 
cord, on the 1th of April, 1775, is conſpicuous in their 
* Addreſs to the inhabitants of Great Britain.“ 
In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, 
| April 26, 1775. 
F anch, and Fellow Subjects, 
Hottilities are at length commenced in this colony 


by the troops under command of General Gage, 3 &c, 
ele, 


©. I 


given, that is, we will not treat, we ſcorn to 
negociate with you, we exact unconditional ſub- 
miſſion. This anſwer, Sir, in my opinion, 
might juſtly be called indignity and inſult, and in 
a much higher degree than what the Speech 
ſays the Americans have offered to England, 
after all the provocations on our part. It 
drove the Americans to deſpair, and with the 


violation of the perfidious promiſes in Lord 


2 K 4 Hillſborough's 


Theſe, brethren, are marks of miniſterial vengeence 
againſt this colony, for refuſing, with her ſiſter colo- 
nies, a ſubmiſſion to ſlavery ; but they hade not yet 
detached us from our royal ſovereign; we profeſs to be 
bis loyal and dutiful fabjefs; and fo hardly dealt with 
as we have been, are ſtill ready with our lives and for- 
tunes to defend his perſon, family, crown, and dig- 
nity; nevertheleſs to the perſecution and tyranny of 
his cruel miniſtry, we will not tamely ſubmit; appeal - 
ing to Heaven for the juſtice of our cauſe, wwe deter- 
mine to die or be free. 

We cannot think that the honour, wiſdom and va- 
lour of Britons will ſuffer them to be longer inactive 
ſpectators of meaſures in which they themſelves are fo 
deeply intereſted; meaſures purſued in oppoſition to 
the ſolemn Proteſit of many noble Lords, and expreſſed 
ſenſe of conſpicuous Commons, whoſe knowledge and 
virtue have long charaQerized them as fome of the 


greateſt men in the nation; meaſures executing con- 
trary to the intereſt, petitions and reſolves of many 


large reſpectable counties, cities, and boroughs in 
Great Britain; meaſures highly incompatible with 
juſtice 


( 136 ) 
Hillſborough's famous official t circular letter, 
laid the real foundation of their Declaration if 
Independency. 

Much bas been ſaid, Sir, of the prophecy 
of the miniſters, that the Americans would 
in the end declare themſelves indepenient, 
J give the miniſters no credit for ſuch a 
prophecy. They went on the ſureſt grounds. 
They might very ſafely promulgate ſuch 
a prediction, when they knew that the 
unjuſt and ſanguinary meaſures,. which they 
intended to purſue, muſt bring about the 
| Bo > event, 


2 


juttice, hut ſtill purſued with a pecious pretence cr 
eaſing the nation of its burthens; meaſures which, if 
ſuceeſsful, muſt end in the ruin and flavery of Britain, 
as well as the perſecuted American colonies. | 
We ſincerely hope that the great Sovereign of the 
Univerſe, who hath ſo often appeared for the Engliſh 
nation, will ſupport you in every rational and manly 
exertion with theſe colonies for ſaving it from ruin, 
and that in a confittutional connection with our mother 
country, aue foall.ſoen be altogether a free and happy 
people. Signed by Order, 


J0S. WARREN, Preſident, 
1 The Circular Letter of the Earl of Hillſborough, 


Secretary of State for the Colonies, to all the Gover- 
301$ on the Continent and Iflands.. 


Whitehall, May 13, 1769. 
Ineloſed I ſend you the gracious Speech made by the 


_ King to his Parliament at the cloſe of the Seſſion on 
Tueſday laſt. | What 


( 137 ) 


event, They drove the Americans into their 
| preſent ſtate of ndependency. The Jeſuits in 
France riſqued nothing when they propheſied 
in 1610 the death of the beſt prince that ever 
reigned in Europe, within that year, Their's 
was the ſure word of prophecy, T hey employ- 
ed Ravaillac to aſſaſſinate their ſovereign. 

AA 


What His Majeſty is pleaſed to ſay in relation to- 


the meaſures which have been purſeed in North Ame- 


rica will not eſcape your notice, as the ſatisfaction Hes 
Majeſty expreſſes in the approbation his Parliament 
has given to them, and the aſſurances of their firm 
ſupport in the proſecution of them, together with His 
royal opinion of the great advantages that will proba- 
bly accrue from the concurrence of every branch of 
the Jegiſ|ature in the reſolution of maintaining a due 
execution of the laws, cannot fail to 2 the moſt 


lalutary effects. 
From hence it will be ed that the whole 


legiſlature concur in the opinion adopted by His Ma- 
jeſty's ſervants, that no meaſure ought to be taken 
which can any way derogate from the legiſlative autho- 
rity of Great Britain over the Colonies; but I take 
upon me to aſſure you, notwithſtanding inſinuations 
to the contrary from men with fagious and ſeditious 
views, that His Majeſty's preſent adminiſtration have 


at no time entertained a deſign to propoſe to Parlia- - 


ment to lay any further taxes upon America fer the 


purpoſe of raifing a revenue. and that it is at preſent 


their intention to propoſe in the next Seſſion of Parlia- 


ment to take off the duties upon gJals, paper and ca- 


lours 
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An honourable + gentleman near me, fir, at. 


tacks the American Declaration of Independinq 
in a very peculiar manner. He pronounces it a 


wretched compoſition, very ill written, drawn up 
only with the view to captivate the people. That, 
ſir, is the very reaſon why I approve it moſt as a 
compoſition, as well as a wiſe, political mea- 
ſure, for the people are to decide this great con- 
troverſy. If they are captivated by it, the end 
is attained, The poliſhed periods, the hat- 


monious, happy expreſſions, the grace, eaſe, 


and elegance of a beautiful dition, which 
we chiefly admire, very little captivate the 
people of America. Manly, nervous ſenſe 
they reliſh, even in the moſt awkward and un- 

couth 


* — 


lours upon conſideration of ſuch duties having been | 


laid contrary to the true principles of commerce, 
Theſe have always been, and till are, the ſenti- 
ments of His Majeſty's preſent ſervants, and the prin- 
ciples by which their condu& with reſpe& to America 
has been governed, and His Majeſty relies upon your 


| prudence and fidelity for ſuch an explananation of His 


meaſures, as may tend to remove the prejudices which 
have been excited by the miſrepreſentations of thoſe 
who are enemies to the peace and proſperity of Great 


Britain and her Colonies, and to re-eſtabliſh that mu- 


tval confidence and affection upon which the glory and 


ſafety of the Britiſh empire depend. 


+ Governor Johnſtone, Member for Appleby. 


( 199 ) 


wuth dreſs of language. Whatever compo- 
uon produces the effect which is intended 
in the moſt forcible manner, is, in my opi- 
jon, the beſt, and the moſt to be approved. 
ſat mode ſhould always be purſued. It has 
he moſt merit, as well as ſucceſs, on the 
neat theatre of the world no leſs than on the 
age, whether you mean to inſpire pity, ter- 
ir, or any other paſſion, 

The honourable + gentleman, Sir, who ſe- 
wnded the addreſs, ſays, the American De- 
tration of Independency was no ſurprize to him 
jor believe, Sir, to any man of common 
election, after our hoſtilities and cruelties, 
iter the frantic and extravagant career, which 
miniſtration purſued, with a full chorus of 
mprobation from the majority of this Houſe, 
The ſpeech in your hand, Sir, which ant 
lmourable gentleman near me has well called 
ſpeech of hypocriſy, mentions the © aſſurances 
"of amity, which his Majeſty continues to 
"receive from the ſeveral courts of Europe.” 
it the beginning of the laſt ſeſſion, the mi- 
lier gave us in the King's ſpeech more ex- 
plicit 


OO OT 


| George Finch Hatton, Eſq; Member for Rocheſter, 
| Corernor Johnſtone, 
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received, as from the general appearance 6 


(140) 


plicit aſſurances. It was ſaid, “ Lam happ 
© to add, as well from the aſſurances I hae 


s affairs in Europe, I ſee no probability that 
the meaſures, which you may adopt, will be 
© interrupted by diſputes with any foreign 
© power.” We have no ſuch aſſurances hel 
out to us this year, that our meaſures will not 
be interrupted by diſputes with any foreig 
power; but we have ſtil] aſſurances of amity 


which are daily - contradicted by the immenſ . 
preparations of the neighbouring foreign pow. 
ers of France and Spain, and indeed of th, 
whole houſe of Bourbon. The accounts fem n 
Naples contain little but the vaſt preparations r. 


making by the king of the two Sicilies. Are 
we indeed ſimple and credulous enough to 
truſt to general vague expreſſions of politenels, 
againſt the clear evidence of facts? Our mi- 
niſtry know very well that an American pii- 
yateer being lately ſtopped at Bilboa in Bitcay, 
an expreſs was immediately diſpatched to Ma- 
drid, which returned with the fulleſt directions 
ſor the releaſe of the privateer, and permiſſion 
to furniſh him with proviſions, ſtores, ammu- 


nition, in ſhort, with whatever he wanted. This 
fall 


( 141 ) 


4 will not be denied. Is Spain then one of 
the foreign powers, -which again ſoothes us 
gith thefe honied aſſurances of amity? Has 
ite ordained, that we are neither to poſſeſs 
epacity enough to profit by the example of 
athers, nor even by our own experience? In 
the very firſt year of the preſent reign, in Sep- 
tmber 17961, the Gazette told us, that * the 
Catholic king had, at no time, been more 
intent upon cultivating a good correſpon- 
& lence with England, than in the preſent con- 
juncture.“ This declaration was received ſeri- 
ouſly here, held out as part of the court creed 
mong us, and Jaughed at by all the reſt of 
Lurope, In the beginning of the following 
Jnuary, without any one new fact having oc- 
turted of any moment, war was declared by 
England againſt Spain. Will the plauſible, 
Imooth-tongued French likewiſe be able to 
ul us into a fatal ſecurity againſt the evidence 
« all hiſtory ? Can we expect to be treated by 
them in any other manner than the Spaniards 
vere at the time of the famous revolt of Por- 
gal? The French ſent whole regiments, 
completely officered, into the ſervice of the 
uſe of Braganza, They paid them under- 
hand 


( 242 }) 


hand the fame as their national troops, y 
all the while declared their abhorrence of 10 
bellions and of rebels, iſſuing proclamatic 
after proclamation, and recalling their deſerte 
under the moſt ſevere penalties. Sir, there 
not a power in Europe, unſubſidized by Great 
Britain, which does not wiſh ſucceſs to t 
Americans. We are conſidered almoſt eve 
where on the continent, in the odious lig 
of + tyrants and oppreſſors. 


T 


'S A French . gentleman, whoſe- univerſal genius 
no leſs admired at Peterſburg than at Paris, afte 
mentioning ſome ſpeeches in the Engliſh Houle « 
Commons on American Affairs, writes to his frien 
at London. 

Fen ai auſſi fait un, et le voici. „ Meſſieurs, 
„ne vous parlerai point de la juſtice ou de injultic 
« de votre conduite, Je ſens bien que ce mot mel 
<< que du bruit, quand il s'agit de Vintertt gener 
66 Te pourrois vous parler de vos moyens de reuſlir; « 
ec vous demander fi vous <Etes aſſez forts pour jouer 
<< role d' oppreſſeurs. Cela toucheroit un peu de plu 
ce pres à la queſtion; cependant je n'en ferai ric 
«© Mais je m'entendrai à vous ſupplier de jetter le 
« yeux ſur les nations qui vous haifſent. Interrog 
e les; voyez ce qu'elles penſent de vous, et dites me 
4e juſques a quand vous avez reſolu de faire rire c 

t enemis.“ 
Il paroit ici un papier qu'on dit etre d'un homm 
important de votre nation, Il paroit par ce papier 7 


* 


Eee. 


(08 ] 


The ſpeech, Sir, ſtates, that © if treaſon 
« he ſuffered to tale root, much miſchief muſt 
grow from it to the ſafety of my leyal colo- 
« nies.” Alas! Sir, what we call treaſon and 
rbellion, and they juſt reſiſtance and a glo- 
rious revolution, has taken root, a very deep 
nut indeed, and has ſpread over almoſt ail the 
American colonies. In this very ſpeech, we 
are told of their numbers, their wealth, thetr 


ren th by ſea and land, The loyal colonies are 


three, the free provinces thirteen. In laying 
on the embargo, the exception to the rule is 


ridiculous enough, It is as thirteen to three. 
The Gazette ſays, any of my colonies in 
North America, except the colonies of New- 
* Hampſhire, Maſſachuſet's-Bay, Rhode-Iſ- 
land, Connecticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, 
« Pennſylvania, the three lower countries on 


cc De- 
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le projet ſecret de la mere patrie, eſt de faire Egorger 
la moiti des colons, et de reduire le reſte à la condi- 
tion des negres. | 


Nothing ſurely could be more lamentable to thoſe 
who remember the flouriſhing days of this kingdom, 
than to ſee the inſane joy of ſeveral unhappy people, 
amidſt the ſad ſpectacle which our affairs and conduct 
exbibit to the ſcorn of Europe. 

Burke's Letter to the Sheriffs of Briſtol. 
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Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Ca- 
„ rolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia.” Of 
what other colonies was his Majeſty in poſ- 
ſeſſion at his acceſſion to the throne? I think the 
permiſſion extends only to the three provinces, 
which we have not yet Joſt, to the Roman 
Catholic provinces of Canada and Florida, and 
to' Nova Scotia, | 

We have now been carrying on for two 
years a ſavage and piratical, as well as an un- 
juſt, war. Every demand of government has 
been complied with, and yet the great force 
employed both by ſea and land has not hither- 
to recovered a fingle province of all the con- 
federated colonies, On the contrary, the evil 
grows more n The laſt year only 


twelve 


— 


+ The wiſe Archbiſhop of York tell us, © that 
© we muſt rely on the wiſdom of our governors, 
&« in confidence that NECESSITY will at laſt provide 
e thoſe remedies, which fore/ight did not. ¶ Thes ſeems 
« quite a new application of the doctrine of NECES» 
„ er 

Sermon preached in the City "EN the Society for 
the Propagation of the Goſpel in foreign parts. 


America is not ſubdued, Not one unattacked vil- 
lage, which was originally adverſe throughout that 


vaſt continent, has yet ſubmitted from love or 15 
ou 


,{ 445) ] 


twelve colonies humbly petitioned the throne. 
This year,” by the acceſſion of Georgia, We 
have ſeen a feederal union of thirteen free and 
powerful provinces aſſerting their independenq 
28 high and naghty flates, and ſetting our poπ.-- 
er at defiance. This was done with circum- 
ſtances of ſpirit and courage in theſe revoited 


colonies, to which poſterity will do juſtice, for 
it was directly after the ſafe Janding of your 

-whole force. In return you have plundered 
their coaſts, and ſet fire to their open towns 

and defenceleſs villages with a barbarity, 
which diſgtaces the Engliſh name. In the 
midſt of all the cruelties, terrors, and deva/la- 

tian, which follow your arms, for before them 

is as the garden of Eden, and behind them as the 

veſolate wil-erneſs, the ſpirit of the Americans 

is ſtill unſubdued. I hope, and firmly believe, 

you never will conquer the free ſpirit of, the 

deſcendants of Engliſhmen, thus exerted in an 

honeſt cauſe. They honour and value the bleſ- 

Vol. I. es: 4 ſings 


— 


— 


Vou have the ground you encamp on; and you have no 
more, The canton ments of your troops and your domi- 
nions are exactly f. the ſame extent. You ſpread dev A- 
lation, but you. do. not enlarge the ſphere cf authority. 
Letter from Edmund Burke, Etq; to the Sheriffs of 
Briſtol, dated April 3, 1777. Erifol ed. p. 25. 


1 


ſings of liberty, and are determined to liue ang 
die freemen,* notwithſlanding the vain efforts 
of every arbitrary power in Europe. It is a 
fooliſh attempt to think of conquering and 
holding rhe immenſe territory of North Ame. 
rica, when the whole country is united againſt 
us. The Miniſter argues in a trifling manner 
in the Speech on the deciffrve good confequences 
from events only in the province of New York, 
They do not prove that we ſhall ſubdue Vir— 
ginia, or either of the Carolinas. Succeſs in 
two or three battles ar ſieges cannot conclude 
For the final ſucceſs of a war, ſo extenſive al- 
ready, ſo greatly complicated. 

As to the fπνπνπh§mily at Lone propliecied of 
in the Speech, the very idea is abiurd, becauſe 


I- 


If there be one fact in tlie world perfectiy clear, 
it is this, That the diſpoſition of the people of Ane- 
* rica is wholly averſe to rem] any other than a tree 

government.“ Page 53. | 
They are continually boaſting of unanimity, or 
calling for it. But before this unarzmity can be mat- 
ter either of wiſh or congratulation, We ought to be 
pretty ſure, that we are engaged in a rational purſuit. 
Phrenzy does not become a flighter diſtemper on ac- 
count of the number of thoſe who may be - infeRed 
with it. Deluſion and weakneſs produce not one-mil- 
chief the leſs becauſe they are Ani verſal. 
Letter from Edmund Burke, Eſq; to the Sheriffs 

of Briſtol. P. 38. 6 . 
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impofſible, while the preſent ſyſtem of injuf- 
tice and oppreſſion is purſued, The American 
war has been declared by ſeveral gentlemen in 
this Houſe to be unjuſt, and unconſtitutional 
in its firſt principle, and, if perſiſted in, ne- 
ceſſarily to bring on our ruin. We have 
neither force to conquer, nor ſtrength to 
maintain ſuch extenſive conqueſts, if we could 
at preſent ſucceed, if we could continue, by every 
baſe compliance and ſacrifice of national ho- 
nour, to perſuade our ancient open ener, and 
preſent falſe friend, France, to wear the po- 
litical maſk of amity, and preſerve a precarious 
peace. France ſecretly exults, when ſhe ſecs 
our brave countrymen turning their victorious 
ſwords into their own bowels, 

Our ſituation, fir, is become truly critical. 
The conſtitution of this country is at home 
ſapped by bribery and corruption. On the 

3 other 


Pinne 


T The creat Duke of Marlborough, in a letter to 
Queen Anne, ſays, „It is not my opinion only, but 
te the opinion of all mankind, that the friendſhip of 
« France mult needs be deſtructive to your Majeſty: 
i there being i in that court à root of enmity irrecun- 

* cileable to your Majeſty's gow erument, and the religi ion 

"gf theſe, ingdoms.” 

An. Account of the Conduct of the — 
Dychels of Marlborough, Page 263, 
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other fide the Atlantic it is aſſailed by 
violence and force of arms. The too fa- 


tal ſucceſs in this devoted nation is very 
evident, but in the new world, I truſt, as a 


friend to mankind, that all the deſpotic mea- 
ſures of a tyrannical adminiſtration will prove 
ineffectual. It cannot be too often held 


out to miniſterial folly and obſtinacy, that it 
is impoſſible for this iſland to conquer and 


hold America, T hey are determined and 
united, Your fleets may indeed every year 
earry horror through all their coaſts. Your 


armies may poſſeſs ſome ſea- port towns, but 


the numerous, and greatly increaſing, people 
of the provinces will retire into the interior 
parts, of which you have already bad ſome 
experience. Peaceful towns and villages will 


cover their fruitful plains, and liberty fix her 


bleſt abode among them, the unmoleſted, happy 


inhabitants rejoicing that they are procu! d 


Tove, procul d fulmine. 

I heartily agree, fir, with the Snoble Lord 
in the amendment propoſed ;- but I go farther, 
and my opinion is, that if we expect to ſave the 
empire, to preſerve even for a ſhort period, 
Canada or the Weſt- Indian iflands, or to reco- 

ver 


— 
a 


5 Lord John Caiend ſh, Member for York. 


1 


yer any part of the immenſe territory we have 
lately loſt, we muſt recall our fleets and ar- 
mics, immediately repeal all the acts injuri- 
ous to the Americans paſſed ſince 1763, and re- 
tore their charters. We may then, if they 
will forgive, and can truſt us, treat with them 
on juſt, fair, and equal terms, without the 
dea of compulſion. In this way only can a - 
foundation be laid for the reſtoration of peace, 
internal tranquillity, and unity to this con- 


vei+ and diſmembered empire. 
| 32 Vorzgs 


Sir William Draper ſays, * that this country is 
" convulſed in every part by anonymous, wicked, and 
e incendiary writers,” Locke is of opinion, that 
" oppreſſion is the great cauſe of civil commotion,” and 
ſurely rank, foul acts of opprefſion have been frequent 
for many years throughout this empire. The Knight 
of the Bath being himſelf a fine, a very fine writer, 
attributes, in my opinion, too much to the influence of | 
fine writing, perhaps even of his own very fine writ- 
ing, for the body of the people are more uſefully em- 
ployed than in the peruſal of polite, elegant authors. 
The people do not read very much, nor reaſon cloſely 
on every occaſion, but they always feel juſtly. Sir 
Wiliam, having ſheathed the bloody ſword, and bid 


Farewel the neighing ſteed, and the ſhrill trum}, 

The ſpirit-ſtirring drum, the ear-p:ercing fife, 

The royal banner, and all quality, 

Pride, pomp, and circumſtance of glorious var, 
Shakeſpeare. 


braadiſkes the feaceſul pen, ſpills oceans of ink, and 
Amules 


( 199 ) 


Yor ts of February 7, 1777. 

The Bill to empower His Majeſty to ſecbte 
ant detai Perſons charged with; or ſilpeded 
of, the Crime bf High Treaſon, dotnitnftted 
in North Amrit 7, or on the High Seas, or 


the Crime of Piracy; was read the third time; 
and 


* s 7 


— — 


amuſes himſelf in tuning to a delicate ear ſinooth and 
melodious periods. He never was the ies gloricſus, 
but a falſe modehiy does not mike him now conteal the 
obligation he confers ow mankind by his writings, nor 
content himſelf with g@ronymous literary applaule, 
Locke, #obly pzaftve, regardleſs of claſſical praiſe, intent 
only on ſerving mankind; paſſed his life in deep re- 
ſearches concerning the e Hüman Underſtanding.“ and 
Civil Government.” Ile does not quite agree with 
Sir William. He tells us, „people arc not ſo eaſily 
« got out of their old forms; as ſome are apt to fug- 
« geſt, They are hardly to be prevailed with, to 
„ amend the acknowledged faults, in the frame they 
« have been accuſtomed to, Great miſtakes in the ru- 
« ling parts, many wrong and inconvenient laws, and 
« all the ſlips of human fraihy, will be borne by ths 
« people withont mutiny or murmur, But, if a long 
« train of abuſes, vv 2 and artifices, al 
1 tending the fame way, make the deſign viſible to he 
&« people, ad they cannot but feel, what they lie under, 
and ſee whither they are going; it is not to he on- 
« dered that they ſhould then rouſe themſelves, and en- 
% deawour to put the rule into ſuck hands, which may 
« ſeture to them the ends, for dolich government was 
% at firft erefted.” 
Locke of Civil Gorernmeut, book II. ch. ig 


(' 1971 

aid an ingroſſed Clauſe was added, by the 
Houſe, toi the Bill, by way of Ryder. 

Mr. IZices ſaid, 

Mr. Speaker, | 

| cannot continue ſilent while the fate of ſo 
important a Bill as the prefent is depending 

before this Rouſe. Adminiſtration at firſt 
brought in this Bill in a form, which gave a 
rery general and juſt alarm to the city, to the 
nation. If it had paſied in that form, in my 
opinion the whole kingdom would have been 
pot under an interdict of law, T he perfonal 
liberty of every man in this iſland had been 
precarious and inſecure, depending ſolely on 
the will of the miniſter. The fpirit of the 
Bill in its original ſtate was oppreſſion and ty- 
ranny throuzh every part of the empire. In 
this fate the Bill has continued l this day. 
By the patriotic zeal of an + honourable gen- 
tleman of the law, a clauſe has juſt been of- 
fered, and adupted by way of Ryder, as it is 
called in this ſtage of the Bill, which gives 
peace of mind, and fecurity in ſome degree, 
to every ſubject reſident in this kingdom, for 


perſons under this deſcription are at length de- 
3 clared 


— — 


. . 


* + John Dunning, Eſq; Meaber for Calne, | 
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clared not to be the objects of this Bill. + I. 


11 75 of che clauſe, Sit, even as pretended to 
be 


* In Mr. Burke s Letter to the Sheriff of Briſtol it 
is aid, „“the main operative regulation of the act is to 
«ſuſpend the common law, and the ſtatute, Habeas 
Corput, (the ſole ſecuri: ies either for liberty or juſtice) 
« with regard to all thoſe who have been out of the 


r ld. lt tin 1 


realm, or on the bizh ſeas, within a given time. 


The reſt of the people, as I underſtand, are to con- 
*« tinue as they ſtood before. 

] confeſs, gentlemen, that this appears to me, as 
* bad in the principle, and far worſe in its conſe- 
*i ſequence, than an univerſal ſuſpenfion of the Habeas 
„ Corpus act; and the hmiting qualification, inſtead of 
« taking out the fling, dces in my humble cpinion 
© harper and envenom it to a greater degree. Liber. 
« ty, if I nnderſtand it at all, is a general principle, 
* and the clear right of all the ſubjects within the 


* realm, or of none. Paitial freedom ſeems to me a 


« molt invidions mode of flavery.” p. 15. 


When Mr Punzing moved the clauſe of limitation, 
he ſaid that he meant to tale the fling out of the Bill as 
to all the people of Great Britain, whom he juſtiy repre- 


fented as exceedingly ala med at the ſuſpenſion of the 
Common Law and the Hab: as Corpus, at the temporary 
loſs of thoſt bulwarks of the conſtitution, which Mr. 
Burke admits to be the ole ſecuritzes either for kberty w 
juftice, The city ef Londen had petiticned the Houle of 
Commons on the 14th of Februiry, and declared, that if 
the Bill ſhould paſs into a law, it would create ile 
greateſt unenfineſs in the minds of many of His Ma- 


ne/ty"'s good ſuljecte, and tend to excite the moſt alarming 


diflurbancer, &c, &c, therefore earneſtly beſeeching the 
Hon, that the ſaid Bill may not paſs into a Law: or 
1 al 


h 
t 
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k amended by an f honourable gentleman om 
the treaſury bench. His words however, Sir, 
wtf the realm, are too looſe and ambiguous, 


by no means deſcriptive enough of the per- 
ſons, 


Pl 4 leaf to take ſuch care as in their wiſdor may ſeem 
neet, to prevent it from being extended, in its operation 
r conſtruction, to any of His Majeſty's ſubjetts refident 
in theſe kingdoms. The great with and effort of thoſe 
rentlemen in oppoſition, who attended their duty in Par- 
lament, was to have thrown out the Bill, and thereby- 
freed every ſubject of the empire from the terrors of the 
arbitrary power propoſed to be veſted in the preſent ad- 
miniſtration. When that was found impraRicable after 
repeated trials in every ſtage of the Bill, they exerted, 
temſel ves, and happily fucceeded in delivering moſt of 
he inhabitants of Great Britan, His Majeſty's fubjeA# 
rident in theſe kingdoms, from the fangs of à cruei mi- 
tiſtry, To them the nation is indebted for the preſent 
peace and ſecurity of its capital, of this great ſeat of em- 
pre, of this whole iſland. Are they now, inſtead of being 
tianked, to be harſhly told by thoſe, who did not attend 
tir duty in Parliament, that they have done miſchief, 
mat, fo far from taking out the fling, they have ſharp- 
ted and envenomed it to a greater degree, that they 
ought to have ſuffered ſo wicked an AR to have been 
wwuerſal, and to have extended to Great Britain as well 
America? Are they now to he reproached by thoſe, 
who would not join in the miniſterial attack, that the 
| AQ is far worſe in its conſequence, when by their ge- 
terous ſtruggles, and glorious victory, it can have no 
mnſequence whatever to the moſt important part of the 
empire? 
Charles Wolfran Cornwall, Eſq; Member tor 
Winchelſea, a Lord of the Treaſury. 
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fons, who are declared by adminiſtration not 
deſigned to be the objects of the Bill. The 
1 4 Bil 

empire? Were they to have ſacrificed 10% /obs eur 
either for liberty or juſtice for themſelves, for the whete 
iſland, to a ſpeculation, that partiat freedom rar o 
moſ invidious mode of flatuery Mr Burke judges 
better for his'friends, the two Sheriffs of Briftol He tells 
them in this letter, I never venturetts put your la in. 
terrfic upon fpeculative'grounds.” p. 48. T have not heard 
of auy anſwer to this letter from either of the Sheriffs of 


Briſtol, «© that Sone, well- ordered, virtuous city, 2 


«© people hd preſerve more of the original Englith 
%, ſimplficity, and pnrity off manners than perhaps any 
ce other.” p. 69. As to the Briſtof Sheriffs ideas of 
their ſolid interefis, I take it for granted that they ex- 
actly coincide with thoſe of the Sheriffs of London, the 
Aldermen Plumbe and Thomas. They well know 
their own ſolid intereſit, and certainly proceed upon 


ſpeculative grounds eſſentially different, both in nature 


and extent, from thoſe of Mr. Burke. Their ſpecu- 
lations do not extend beyond Exchange-Alley, Mr, 
Burke's angel genius takes in 
*Fhe hemiſphere of earth in cleareſt ken. 
M1LTON. 
I will anſwer for moſt City Sheriffs, whether of Lox- 
don or Briſtol, at leaſt for the preſent London Sheriffs, 
that they attend to their own ſold interefls; and have 
« never troubled their underſtandings with /pecula- 
« ions concerning the unity of empire, and the identity 
« dr diſtinction of legiſlative powers. p. 54. That 


ſpeculationt however are neither partial, nor narrow. 
They ſpeculate on every thing, on the Omnia with 


wonderful intelligence and ſagacity. If they do not 
beautifully Moralize on this frait and feveriſi being, 
they 
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Bill is profeſſed to relate only to treaſons cont 
mitted in North America by perſons actually 


po 


fey calculate with amazing exadtneſs the great uncer- 
witty of Blu Ii, and the moſt mute de grere of 
the probability of its contmuance in evety object of 
their peculations. Nor are their ſpecutations confined: 
t6 any fation, or influenced by the blind zeal of party. 
Whigs and Forres; courtiers and pitriots, are imm 
ferent to them, as to lie ammuities, and reverfrondFy pay— 
ments, They even wiſh to unite them--in a joint ſecuritys 
But to return to the argument of the partial ſuſpen- 
fon of the Habeas Corpus. Is a man volunt-rily 
0 ſubinit to the conflagration of his own” dwelling 
houſe, beceanſe ſome diſtant buildings of his -are in 
länger of being butnt? Is a phyfician to give up 
every idea of preſetving the head or the heart, from a 
belief that ſuch extremities as the Hands or the feet are in 
an dtarming ſtate? Is he to endtdvotir no eure, becauſe 
fe cannot fave all his patients? If we cannot beſtow the 
rodhke'$ift of unrverſal; we ought futely to give pala, 
freedem. When the minority found it impoſſible to ee 
frm la very the whole empite, thicy ſaved the moſt valua- 
ble part. They nobly ſtruggled, and fueceetled for us 
oh this ſide the Atlantic. I will tiiift the ſons of A me- 
rica to their own virtue and proweſs, by tuch f Rave 
10 doubt of their being firdlly /eved. | 
What Mode of flavery, however, partial freedom can 
hem to any man, I freely own I do not guels. How pri 
freedom tò ſomè can be the moſt invidious mode of Jlavery 
9 others, is Beyond thy comprehenſion. Yet I can con- 
tive partial freeddin ih ſome may make the loſs of liberty 
more regretted, more ſharply felt, by others. Among 
al the different ſpectes of aber, under which the 
| g inſulted 


' 
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refident in that quarter of the globe. Gentle. 
men, however, on a tour of buſineſs to lie- 
land, or of pleaſure to France or Flanders, 
or even on a fiſhing party on our own coaſis 
beyond low- water mark, are acknowledged to 
be out of the realm, and may be brought with- 


in the act, even as it now ſtands, An open- ; 
ing is ſtill left for public, or private, revenge and 
oppreſſion to operate. The expreflion there- 

| fore ; 


inſulted race of man has ſuffered, partial freedom has n 
not hitherto been claſſed, nor did they ever before 
accord in ſuch friendly, harmonions uniſon as they are 
now found by the Sheriffs of Briſtol. l 
Mr. Burke ſays, I have not debated againſt this 5 
« Bill in its progreſs through the Houſe; becauſe it 
« would have been vain to oppoſe, and imfeſſible to 
4 correct it.” Page 18. The Bill, and the Miniſter, 
were both well corrected by Mr. Dunning, I cannot 
& conſcientiouſly ſupport what is againſt my opinion, 
* nor prudently contend with what I know is irr/i/11- 
« ble, Preſerving my principles unſhaken, I reer. 
« my activity for rational endeavours.” Page 19. Was 
the Court faction more determined to carry the Ame- 
rican High Treaſon, than the Civil Lift, Bill? Was 
the firſt known by Mr. Burke to be more irreſſſtible than 
the /aft ? Yet his efforts againſt the laſt Bill were great 
and laudable, although not ſucceſsful. He did, ac- 
cording to the words of the Preacher, Eccl:/iafter, ch. b. 
v. 10. nobly contend with him that was mightier than bt 
the Lord North. It was a rational endeavour. Why 


was not the ſame rational endeavour exerted again(t the 
| American 


- 
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fore ought rather to have been out of Europe, 
than out of the realm, if the former words, 
moved by my honourable friend, in ſame or one 
if His Majeſty's colonies before-mentioned, or on 
the High Seas, were rejected. But why, Sir, 
e words ſo clear and explicit to be changed, 
unleſs for ſome dark purpoſe, which dares not 
de avowed ? | 

This new clauſe, Sir, has bappily narrows 
ed the object of the Bill, but in no degree 
narrowed the proofs, or the nature of the evi- 
dence neceſſary. I ſhall therefore give the 
Bill my hearty negative, for I will never con- 
{ent to encreaſe. the enormous power of the 


crown at the expence of the freedom cf the 
ſub- 


— r 
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American High Treaſon Bill? Mr. Dunning's rational 
endeavour ſlucceeded, and he need not blu for his poli- 
lical company. p. 70. The preſervation of property in the 
Lruil Lift Bill was ſurely not a conſideration of equal 
importance with the preſervation of perſonal liherty in 
the American High Treaſon Bill. There can be but one 
rule of conduct on thefe occaſions. Watch every op- 
portunity of being uſeful, at no moment deſert the pub- 
lic cauſe, and of thoſe evils, which you cannot pre- 
vent, ſtrive to leſſen the magnitude, and correct the 
malignity; *not that I think it fit for any one to rely too 
much on his own underſtanding, or to be filled with 
* 2 preſumption, not becoming a chriſtian man, in his 
# own perſonal ſtability and rectitude.“ Page 69, 


i x98 1) 


Tubjet. I. will not arm miniſters with an un- 
conſtitutional power, dangerous to the people, 
In the Preamble to the Bill it is faid, “ Many 
„ perſons have been ſeized and taken, who 
are expreſsly charged, or Hrongiy ſuſpected 
of ſuch reaſons and Felonies, and many 
more ſuch perſons may be hereafter % ſeized 
„and taken.” In the firſt enacting clauſe of 
the Bill, and: throughout, the word frongly is 
omitted, and the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion may war- 
rant the commitment. The words are, * All 
and every perſon or perſons, ho have been, 
« or ſhall hereafter be ſeized or taken in the 
<< a&t.of High Hreaſon, committed in any of 
„His Majeſty's .colonies or plantations in 
4 America, or on the high ſeas, or in the act 
< of Piracy, or who are, or ſhall be charged 
< with, or ſuſpefted of, the crime of High 
«© Treaſon, . committed in any of the faid ca- 
$6:Jonies, -or-on the high ſaas. It is there- 
fore apparent that a mere pretended ſuſpicion, or 
fooliſh,credulity, or determined villainy, in a 
wretched, ignorant, mercenary tool of a mini- 
ſterial magiſtrate, may ſtill render the objects of 
this: Bill, who are the inhabitants of above half 
the empire, liable to impriſonment. T his im- 

pPriſonment 
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tiſonment like w iſe is to :be-without bail or main- 


jrize, far that cruelty was ſtill determined to be 
exerciſed by the committee, natwithftanding the 
humane motion of my worthy + colleague to 
leave out thote obnoxious words, There is not 
a ſyllable in the Bill of the degree of probability 
attending the ſaſpicion. The Bill, greatly 


amended: as it has been, does not even now re- 


quire an oath, nor that the parties ſhould be 
heard in their own juſtification, nor confront- 
ell with the witneſſes, nor. does it mention that 
tio witneſſes ſhould be deemed neceflary for 
the colourable ground of a commitment for fo 
high a crime as | reaſon in America, as the 
law is in other. cafes within the kingdom. Is it 
poſhble, Sir, to give more deſpotic powers to 
a baſhaw of the Turkiſh empire? What ſecuri- 
ty is left for the devoted objects of this Bill 
22ainſt the malice of a prejudieed individual, 
a wicked magiſtrate, who, if he is proſeeuted af- 
terwards for ſo flagrant an abuſe of power, will 
certainly be indemnified, probably rewarded by 
a moſt arbitrary -adminiſtration ? Actions may 
indeed be brought againſt the offender, but we 

know 
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4 Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Member for Middleſex, 
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X&now all damages recovered, however great, 
are paid by the people, not by the party. Even 
in the caſe of Petit Treaſon, by an expreſs ad 
of Edward the Sixth, no perſon can be con- 
victed, but on the oath of two ſufficient and 
Aawjul witneſſes, or confeſſion, wil ingly, with- 
out violence; ſo careful, Sir, were our wiſe an- 
ceſtors of protecting the liberty of the mean- 
eſt ſubject. 

This caſe, fir, demands our ſtricteſt attenti- 
on and vigilance from what we daily experi- 
ence of the conduct of thoſe underling officers 
of every minifter, who traffick and deal out 
-Juſtice, under the colour of legal magiſtracy, 
There is now, fir, actually in Newgate an 
American merchant, named Ebenezer Smith 
Plat, who ſtands committed ſo lately as the 
23d of laſt January, charged with High Treaſon 
at Savannah in the colony of Georgia in Nori 
America. He is committed by the well kriown 
Juſtice Addington, and, as I am informed, 
Was not allowed to ſee any of the witneſſes 
Againſt him, nor even to hear their affidavits 
read. He had before been tried on the ſame 
charge at Kingſton in Jamaica, and acquitted. 
4-neyer ſaw bim, but I have read an atteſted 

| copy 
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copy + of the warrant of his commitment, 
He is charged generally with High Treaſon, 
which I take to be an illegal commitment. I 
do not pretend, Sir, to a deep knowledge of 
the law. I have only the attentive reading of 
a private gentleman, I build my legal faith on 
fome known and approved authorities, a Black- 
flone, a Burne, and a very few others. Thoſe 
authors agree, that every warrant of com- 
mitment ought to ſet forth the cauſe ſpecially, 
that is to ſay, not for treaſon or felony in ge- 
neral, but for treaſon in compaſſing the death 

Vol. I. M of 
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Y — 
a + To the Keeper of His Majeſty's Gaol 
h of Newgate, or his Deputy. 


Middleſex, 1 Theſe are in His Majeſty's name to 

to wit, FJ authorize and require you to receive into 

| your cuſtody the body of Ebenezer Smith 
Plat herewith ſent you, charged before me 

upon the oaths of Rickard Scriven and 
Samuel Burnet with High Treaſon at Sa- 
wannah in the Colony of Georgia in North 
America, and you are to keep him ſafe 
untill he ſhall be delivered by due courfe 
of law, and for ſo doing this ſhall be 
your Warrant. 


Given under my hand and ſeal this 23d 
day-of January 1777. | 
W. ADDINGTON. 

L. S. 
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of the king, or levying war againſt His Ma. 
jeſty in the realm, . or counterfeiting the king's 
coin, or felony for ſtealing the goods of ſuch 
a one to ſuch a value, and the like. A court 
may then judge, whether the offence is ſuch, 
for which a priſoner ought to be admitted to 
bail. If then a juſtice living in the capital, 


under the immediate eye and direction of mi- 


niſters, is guilty of ſuch an illegal commit- 
ment, what is not to be dreaded from the baſe 
engines, and flaviſhtools, of power in the more 
remote counties? Is it poſſible, fir, for too great 
caution to be uſed by enforcing in the body of a 
Bill, which is to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus act, 
the neceffity of + an oath; of tis witneſſes to the 


charge, 


— — bg : ade: nl 

+= The abuſe of power in the illegal treatment, which 
Mr. Wilkes experienced in his own perſon in April 
1763, gave additional energy to his: realoning, and 
pointed every, ai gument, There was no accuſation 
on oalh againſt him; either before the firſt warrant of 
apprehenſion, or or the commitment to the Tower. He 
was not admitted to ſee any one of his accuſers, or wwit- 
zefies. His Speech in- the Houſe of Commons on the 
firſt day of the ſubſequent Seſſion, Nov. 15, 1763, 
ſtates the enormity of the proceedings aint him lo 
fully, that 1 ſhall give it ent.re, 

Mr. Speiker; ; 
I think it my duty tb lay before be Aouſt a few 


facts, which have occurved ſince our laſt meeting, * 
cal, 
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charge, and of their being conſ/anted” with the 
LR 4 M 2 The 
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cauſe, in my humble opinion, which I ſhall always 
fubmit to this Houſe, the rights of all the Commons 
of England, and the privileges of Parliament, have 
in my perſon been highly violated. I ſhall at preſent 
content myſelf with barely ſtating. the ais, and leave 
the mode of proceeding to the wiſdom of the Houſe. 
On the zoth of April in tlie morning I was made 
a prifoner in my own. houſe by ſome of the King's 
"meſſengers. I demanded by what authority they 
forced their way into my room, and was ſhewn_a 
warrant iſſued, without-oath, by Lord Halifax, Secre- 
tary of State, in which no perſon was named in parti- 
cular, but generally the“ authors, printers, and pub- 
« liſkers,. of a ſeditidus and treaſonable paper, entitled 
the North Briton, No. 45. The meſſengers inſiſted 
on my going before Lord Halifax, which I abſolutely 
refuled, becauſe I knew the warrant was illegal. I 
applied by my friends to the Court of Common Pleas 
for a Habeas Corpus, which was granted, but as the 
proper office was not then open, it could not immedi- 
ately iſſue. I was afterwards carried by violence be- 
fore the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, whom I in- 
formed of the orders given by the Court of Common 
leas for a Habeas Corpus, and when J was ordered 
into another apartment, I enlarged on this ſubje& a 
conſiderable time to Mr. Webb, the Solicitor: of the 
Treaſury. I was confronted with no witneſs, nor did 
F free” any accuſer, I was carried to the Tower by 
virtue of another warrant, iffued likewiſe wwithout 
oath, whleh declared me © the author, and publiſher 
« of a4 moſt iufumous and ſeditious libel, entitled the 
EY | | 4 North 
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The caſe of Piat, Sir, gives us an inſtance 
of another violation of the law, an evaſion of 
the Habeas Corpus act, that holy ſtatute, which 
miniſters hold in abhorrence, and are now al- 
| lowed 


« North Briton, No. 45. The word treaſonable was 
dropped. I was however with great ſtrictneſs detain» 
ed a cloſe priſoner, and no perſon ſuffered to come near 
me for almoſt three days, although my counſel and 
ſeveral friends demanded admittance, in order to con- 
cert the means of recovering my liberty. My houſe 
was plundered, my bureaus broke open, by order of 
two of your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb, 
and all my papers carried away. After fix days im- 
priſonment, I was diſcharged by the unanimous judg- 
ment of the Court of Common Pleas, that the privi- 
lege of this Houſe extended to my caſe. Notwithſtand- 
ing this ſolemn deciſion of one of the King's ſuperior 
courts of juſtice, a few days after I was ſerved with 
a Subpæna upon an Information exhibited againſt me 
in the King's Bench. I loſt no time in conſulting the 
beſt books as well as the greateſt living authorities, 
and from the trueſt judgment I could form, I thought 
the ſerving me with a Subpana was another violation 
of the privilege of Parliament, which I will neither 
deſert nor betray, and therefore I have not yet entered 
an appearance. 

I now ſtand in the judgment of the Houſe, ſubmit- 
ting with the utmoſt deference the whole caſe to their 
Juſtice and wiſdom, and beg leave to add, that if, after 
this important buſineſs has in its full extent been ma- 
turely weighed, you ſhall be of opinion that I am en- 
titled to privilege, I ſhall then be not only ready, but 
eagerly defirovs to wave that privilege, and to put 


myſelf upon a Jury of my countrymen, 


* 
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lowed in England to evade with impunity, 
in America, I fear, to ſuſpend for very near a 
twelvemonth. The hiſtory of it is this. Plat was 
firſt confined to the Antelope for three months, 
then removed to the Boreas for four weeks, 
then carried on board the Pallas, and in her 
brought in irons to England. On her arrival 
at Portſmouth he was removed on board the 
Centaur for three weeks, then to the Barfleur. 
On the 4th of January laſt, an Habeas Corpus 
was obtained, directed to the captain of the 
Barfleur ; but before it could be ſerved, an ex- 
preſs was ſent from the treaſury by their ſolici- 
tor, and Plat was removed again to the Centaur 
before the Habeas Corpus could arrive at Portſ- 
mouth. The return to that Habeas Corpus was 
thus eluded ; but on his friends declaring that 
they were determined to ſue out another, Plat 
was at laſt ſent to the capital, and in the illegal 
mode, which I have ſtated, committed to New- 
gate. F I ſpeak, Sir, in the hearing of many 

M 3 gen- 


+1 Mr. Plat was returned to the Judges at the Old 
Bailey, July 2, 1777, as one of the © Middleſex 
« Priſoners upon orders, in the cuſtody of the 
Keeper of Newgate, ** No. 22. Ebenezer Smith Plat, 


* committed Jan. 23, 1777» by W, Addington, Eſq; 
« charged, 
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gentlemen; who ought to contradict me, if I 
have advanced a ſingle circumſtance not found- 
ed in truth. Can miniſters, Sir, who are ca- 
pable of thus trampling on our moſt ſacred 
laws, be too narrowly watched, too dedgly ſuf- 
pected, too ſtrongly guarded againſt? Do we 
not owe it to the people to demand every e- 
, eurity from the ſandtion of an oath, thenum- 
ber of witneſſes, the confronting of them with 
the priſoner, the hearing him in his own juſti- 
fication, and other circumſtances; of which 
not the leaſt trace is to be found in this crimi- 
nal, arbitrary Bill? Is the perſonal liberty of 
the ſubject to reſt on the mere pretended ſuſpicion 
of a man, who acts probably under the orders of 
a profeſſed miniſterial agent, ever ready to make 
his court to power by the ſacrifice of public 
virtue and innocence, whoſe incapacity per- 
haps can only be equalled by his aaron 
and fordid luſt.of 3 


1 res 


— 


FF 


i charged, on -oath- of Richard Scriven and Samuel 
* Burnet, with High Treaſon at Savannah in the Co- 
« lony of Georgia in North America; ordered to re- 
e main on his commitment. Was on he 12th day 

« of May taken by Habeas Corpus into His Majeity's 
% Court of King's Bench, and remanded,” 
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1 regret, fir, the indecent rage, the extra- 
vagant madneſs, with which every meaſure, 
and in particular the Bill in. queſtion, has been 
carried on againſt the Americans. It orecludes 
every poſſibility of a reconciliation, fo ardent- 
ly to be wiſhed, All the meaſures reſpecting 
America, and this Bill in particular, as jt 
was at firſt brought in, bear the ſtrongeſt marks 
of a regular ſyſtem of deſpotiſm amang our 
rulers. They originate from the latent, dark, 
all-controuling power of the + man, vb 


M 4 n 


+ Mr. Pitt made uſe of this expreſſion i in the House 
of Commons, ſpeaking of the Earl ef Bute. Punins 
ſays, Lord Bate nns not af a temper: to relixgu/h 
epo, though he retired from employment, Stipu- 
«Jations were certainly made between your Grace {the 
„Puke of Bedford] and him, and certainly violated, 
% After two years ſubmiſſion, you .thought-you had 
collected a ſtrength ſufficient to controul his influ- 
* ence, and that it was yeur turn to be a tyrant, be- 
* cauſe you had been a ſlave. When you found your- 
*« ſelf miſtaken in your opinion of your gracious-ma!- 
*-ter's firmneſs, diſappointment gat the better of all 
„% your humble diſcretion, and carried you to an 
t excels of outrage to his perſon, as diſtant from true 
* ſpirit, as from all decency and reſpert.””* 

In a note Junius adds, „ the: Miniltry having en- 
« deavoured to exclude the Daarager out of the Re- 
* gency Bill, the EARL OF BUTE DEDERMINXED 50 
vis ss 
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wants. wiſdem, and holds. principles incompaiibly 
gvith freedom, Let us advert, fir, for a 
moment to the difference of two caſes in 
point, the ſuſpicion only of high treaſon in 
America, and the actual charge of it here. 
A man only fufþe&ed of high treaſon in Ame- 


rica, for inſtance, the giving aid or aſſiſtance 


to the Congreſs, or to any of the King's ene- 


mies, may on coming over to England be 
committed to priſon, and by this Bill continue 
there without bail or mainprize, or being able 
to bring on his trial for near a year, till Ja- 
nuary 1, 1778, to which time this bill is to 
continue in force. In this kingdom a man 
ſuſdefted, or even actually charged with High 


Treaſon in conſpiring the death of the King, 


or levying war in the realm, may have an Ha- 


beng 


2 — 
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« DISMISS THEM. Upon this the Duke of Bedford 
„ demanded an audience of the- , reproached 
„him in plain terms, with his duplicity, baſeneſe, 
«« falſhood, treachery, and hypoeriſy,---repeatedly. gave 
© lim the lie, and left him in convulſions.“ 

Junius, vol. I. p. 271+ 


When the King came out of the cloſet, His Majeſty 
appeared in very great agitation, and ſaid to one of his 
_ feivants, © THE FELLOW has done every thing but 
1% flrike me.” 


n 


beat Corpus, and be bailed by the Court of 
King's Bench. The ſiſpicien therefore of 
American treaſon ſeems a deeper crime in the 
judgment of our preſent miniſters, than an 
overt act of Engliſh, or more probably Scottiſh, 
treaſon, or rebellion againſt his Majeſty's 
perſon, title, crown, or dignity, It muſt be 
thought, fir, a deeper crime, becauſe it is 
more grievouſly puniſhed. Do we imagine 
the Americans will not retaliate, or do we 
vainly hope to intimidate them ? Their cauſe 
is good, and after all the idle tales of our late 
viſionary ſucceſles, the juſtice of it muſt in the 
end prevail. They are now nobly ſtruggling 
under the ſharpeſt ſufferings, but I truſt they 
have ſteady zeal and unwearied perſeverance. In 
all events,the firſt moment of a foreign war ne- 
ceſſarily obliges us to withdraw our fleets and 
armies, Every part of North America muft then 
be free and independent. This Bill can only 
rcitate, and will not intimidate, It will pro- 
bably be anſwered by a ſpirited reſolution of 
the Congreſs—Would to God, fir, the Britiſh 
Parliament equalled that Congreſs of Heroes, 
that more than Roman ſenate, in wiſdom, in 
fortitude, 


| 
| 
| 
L 
f 
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fortitude, in love of their country, in uncor- 
ruptedneſs, in public virtue 

The ſecond enacting clauſe of the Bill, fir, 


impowers “ his Majeſty, by warrant under 
„his ſign manual, to appoint one or more 


-66 places of confinement, within the realm, for 


ec the cuſtody of ſuch priſoners, and all and 


c every magiſtrate or magiſtrates, having com- 


e petent authority in that behalf, are hereby 
s authoriſed to commit ſuch perſons as afore- 
s aid to ſuch place or places of confinement, 


*« {0 to be appointed, inſtead of the common 
'*< paol.” This clauſe may operate in a man- 


ner more to be Ureaded than any baniſhment, 


or confinement out of the realm. A power, which 
may be thus groſsly abuſed, ought not to be truſt- 


ed without reſtriction to any man, A perſon | 
only ſuſpected, or pretended to be ſa, may be 
doomed to a damp and ,noxious dungeon, in 


the midſt of putrid marſhes, or on the moſt 
ſwampy coaſt. He may be ſtifled in a vault, | 
to whoſe ſoul mouth no healthſome air breath 


in. I, fir, perhaps may at 12% be ſaſpected, 
and poſſibly it will not be a „light ſuſþic- 
on. 1 have formerly experienced an illegal, 


clje; 


ot 
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aße, and rigorous . impriſonment n dhe Tower; 
but by this Bill 4 may be ſent to the gloomy 
waſtes,and.deſerts of the North, to the batbaroug 
Highlands of Scotland, or among the ſavages 
in the dreary Ie of Bute, from rhoſe beurn I 
am ſure.L {ſhould never return, even as a tra- 
veiler, much leſs as à priſoner. Is this clauſe 
ingeniouſly meant, fir, as a new mode of re- 
peqpling that ancient, ahandongd kingdom? 
Much has been ſaid, ſir, both in the Com- 
mittee and in the Houſe about a Didtator, and 
his extenſive powers. Many periods of the 
Roman Hiſtory have been retailed out ito us 
minutely enough, and they have furniſhed ma- 
ny parallels, Compariſonus between that virtuous 
republic, and this corrupt monarchy, are gene- 
rally, in my opinion, more brilliant than ſolid, 
more beautiful than juſt. A Right Honorable 
Gentleman under the gallery has juſt gbfepved 
that our glorious Deliverer, William III, 
| — of 
The law of England appoints impriſonment in 
euſlodiam not in pœnam, acknovledges no glofe,mpri- 
lonment, whereas I was kept with the moſt extreme 
rigour, 
Algernan Sydney's apology in the day af his 


death, Page 173. 


Right Hon, Henry Seymour * Member fos 
Midhurſt. 


A 


Was a Dictator here after the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act in his reign. Should the 
preſent Bill for the ſuſpenſion of that act paſs 
into a law, I ſhall regard the noble Lord with 
the blue ribband as the modern Difater of 
this great empire, as poſſeſſed of the moſt ample 
and deſpotic powers. The firſt important act 
of public buſineſs in the Roman Di#ator was 
to name his coadjutor in office, the Magi/ter 
Equitum, or General of Horſe. If public gra- 
titude has any weight with the Di&ator here, I 
am ſure for ſuch an office he will immediately 
fix his eyes on the & noble Lord at his right 
hand, who, to his immortal honour, with great 
and invincible courage, advanced and charged 
the enemies of our country at the head of the 
Britiſh horſe. In one particular reſpecting the 
Dictator of ancient times, I deſire to ſet right 
2 very 4 high Law-Officer among us. All the 
Roman magiſtrates were not, as he fays, ſu- 
perſeded by that creation. The Tribunes of the 
People, but they alone, preſerved their autho- 
Tity, even under a Dictator. 


It 


— 


4 Lord George Germaine, 3 in 1759 Lord George 


= Sackville, 


t Attorney-General, Edward Thurlow, Eſq; Mem- 
ber for Tamworth, | 
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It bas been ſaid, fir, by another gentleman; 
who is likewiſe in a | great Law-Office, that 
in this Houſe a diſcontented party have ridi- 
culouſly given into a tone of Prophecy, which 
has never been accompliſhed, and that parti- 
cularly- about a year ago it was the caſe of 
the Right Honorable Gentleman, who ſpoke 
lately under the gallery. It is not I believe 
very parliamentary to quote words ſpoken in a 
former debate. But if that member's memo- 
ry goes to a prophecy of one yeaf, which has 
not been fulfilled, he will permit mine a fair 
excurſion to another Prophecy of his own, ' 
fix years ago, which has been exactly veri- 
ed. His Proplecy in this Houſe was, that 
if the violent meaſures againſt the Ameri- 
cans were perſiſted in, the colonies, which 
formed ſo great a ſtrength to this kingdom i in 
the reign of George II, would be di i ſcvered 
from the Britiſh empire in the reign of George 
III. No Prophecy, fir, ever received a more 
perfect accom FR This gentleman won- 

won- 


1 


I Soficitor-General, Alexander Wedderburne, Eſq; 
Member for Okehampton. | 

As for Mr. Wedderburne, there is ſonutbing about * 
bin, wwhich even treachery cannot truſt, 


Junius, vol. a. p. =_ 
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«Jerfully poſſeſſes the ſecond ſigbt of his native 
country. How deeply criminal he and others 
have been in the bringing his Prophecy to paſs, 
1 hope this Houſe will: one day enquire, 

A very extraordinary obſervation of the ſame 
gentleman in the preſent debate, amidſt a va- 
viety of heterogeneous matter, it is impoſſible 
for me not to mention. He has laughed at 
univerſal bruevolence, and endeavoured: to de- 
monſtrate the impoſſibility of its exiſtence; 
But, ſir, he has only given us the narrow, 
contracted, /e!f/b ideas of His own heart, and 

bis own country. His ſentiments: and his 
feelings are confined: to a very ſmall infignifi- 

cant circle indeed. They are merely Clonrfh 
and Saris; His remarks I ſaw excited a gene- 
ral indignation in this Houſe. An Engliſhman 
has ideas infinitely! more liberal and enlarged, 

His heart expands itſelf, and takes in the ge- 

neral: good and proſperity of mankind, It 
| | FH | feels 
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* We mult be converſant with the Scots in private 
U life, and obſerve their principles of acting to as, and 
to eaclſ other; the characteriſtie prudence, the c 
nationality, the indefatigable ſmile, the perſevering 
aſſiduity the everlaſting profeſſion of a diſcreet and 


—— reſentment, - --* . 
| Junius, Preface, p. 25 
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feels not the rancour, and difdains the injuſ- 
tice, of ſuch a cruel, perſecuting Bill, as the 
object of this day's debate. It forms the warmeſt 
wiſhes for the liberty and happineſs of every in- 
dividual of this late flouriſhing empire, Univer- 
ſal lenevolence, and a generous ſpirtt of huma- 
nity, have been no leſs the characteriſtics of 
the inhabitants of the Southern parts of this 
land, than that gd-nature, for which fot 
reigners have not even a name. I will only 
add, fir, that I think the moſt beautiful ſen- 
tence of all antiquity is that, which was re- 
ceived with ſuch applauſe by the generous and 
free Roman people, and an Engliſh ſenate 
will ſurely adopt againſt every meaſure of 
oppreſſion and cruelty, homo Jum; N nzhil 
a me alienum puto. 


Tus PROTEST or 


THE EARL OF ABINGDON, 


Entered February 24, 1777, 


On the JournALs of the Houſe of Lords, 
Diſfentient, 


F IRS T, Becauſe I look upon this Bill, 
not only as a part of that ſyſtem of Colony-' 
Government, ſo inimical to Civil Liberty, ſo 
repugnant to the firſt and fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Conſtitution, ſo ruinous in its 
meaſures, ſo ſhocking to humanity, and fo 
averſe from that now exploded virtue of uni- 
ver ſal benevolence, but becauſe I ſee herein that 


ſyſtem coming home to oURsELyEs, and with 


haſty I 


(en. 


haſty ſteps pointing its dangers, even to- 
wards the heart of the kingdom. 


Secondly, Becauſe the Bill itſelf is attended 
with powers ſubverſive of and unknown to 
the laws of the land, by apprehending perſons, 
it may be, on groundleſs susriciox, by im- 
priſoning perhaps the innocent, without the 
uſual and neceſſary form of a ſingle oath; 
and not too in the common gaol of the county, 
but in whatever part of the realm, be it ever 
ſo diſtant, that perſecution ſhall think fit to 
adopt. 


Thirdly, Becauſe, although the Ryder, 
which has been added by the other Houſe, 
does in ſome degree abate the rigour of this 
harſh and alarming Bill, yet it does not ſuſh- 
ciently provide for the ſecurity of his Majeſty's 
loyal ſubjects, the inhabitants of the Weft- - 
India Iſlands under its baneful operation; nay, 
even any individual of this country, who 
ſhall venture on the High Seas, if only to 
make the tour of the Hebrides, may become 
the object of ſuſpicion, and the victim of 
vengeance. 


Voi. I. N Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Becauſe the hour is come, if from 


motives of policy only, that coercion to lenity 
ſhould give way. 


(Signed) 
N ABINGDON. # 


— 


* This noble Earl has been « one of the moſt ſteady 
and intrepid aſſertors of liberty in this age. England 
has eſſential obligations to the family of the Earl of 
Abingdon. When the Prince of Orange was at Exeter 
in great difficulties ſoon after his landing, when, 
© both the clergy and magiſtrates of Exeter were very 
« fearful, and very backward, when the Biſhop and 
the Dean ran away, and the Clergy ſtood off,” as 
Biſhop Burnet ſays, Lord Abingdon came in and joined 
our glorious Deliverer. The fame ardour for free- 
dom glows in the breaſt of his noble deſcendant, with 
an almoſt unexampled ſpirit and activity. The citizens 
of Geneva, as well as the people of England, dwell 
with pleaſure on the praiſe of a peer, who has made 
the moſt generous efforts for them in the cauſe of public 
liberty, and often ſacrificed the pleaſures and enjoy- 
ments of ſocial life to their intereſts. No gentleman 
was ever more formed to pleaſe and captivate in private 
life than the preſent Lord Abingdon, or has been more 
deſervedly, more generally eſteemed and beloved. He 
poſſeſſes true honour in the higheſt degree, has generous 
ſentiments of friendſhip, and to ſuperior manly ſenſe 
joins the moſt eaſy wit, with a gajety of temper, 
which diffuſes univerſal chearfulneſs. It is impoſſible 
not to be charmed with the happy prodigality of nature 
in his favour, but every conſideration yields with him 
to a warm attachment to the laws and conſtitution of 


Evgland. 
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